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I can remc11ber 1 wa~f back 1;(:.en I was 2~ year·s old a r.d my parents :noved from 
:Bissel ~nc1 Sed_::wick Streets on the nortp side of ,Chic.t:1go, ni::ar Lincoln Par~c, to 
661.3 s. Green St. on the south side. I r ei.i1e·::ber str..:.ndin;:: in the front r.Jo!!l, ':!Y 
thu:nb in my :;.outh, 199:'.-:ing u9 at th·::) c~. s kct vfr!ere ·:1y mother la;t , h.:i.ving died of 
Spanish influenza. . \l a were fom· boys: John , I~d~ic, 't.' ilhelm 2.nd i·:aldewar. · fu.d 
had his hands ~ull with us and he soon remarried, ~s we were not en~els. 

~:hat ha,;.ipen;;c1 in the years up to six years :;:i robr.bly 1:19.S 'abouL what e.ny other · 
familv would ex ~ erienca 111 th four li:ids. Lncl married E::;;na Charlotta Loe:!'' in the 

.early.yQ2r arte~ ~ot~er's death. I'll start at the time I wes six. I well 
re'!le:nber hs.vin._: a bo?. t ricle in the .JC4ckson Parle Lasoon and stopping et the Field 
·MuseU'lJ a.nd wa.lkin,;' up the many steps to enter the buildi~. This \'J~s the Hl93 
~·!orld's Fair. 'I'he architecture of the ouilC.ing WD.S i'anc·; scroll \':ork, etc., 
mach di·fferent than it Wi?..s in later ye£>.rs. 'l'he mid\·Iay l ': oked er-eat to m~. I 
re:ne:nber sittin3 on top of a freight car of the Monon :·:ailroa d, wc~tc'i1ing a bi .:-:· 
w.~rehouse b·.irn t r; the f·rouncl, kihn, :Zd and I. /\. Mr. Gust ·Johnson found us '"' 
there, h~ving looked nll over for us. It Wes da~k nnd we h~ d strayed from home. 
I rewember ~he Iowa .Builciin,::· ~nd the Germ1n Buildin _ of tha :Fai1·. 'l'hcy stood 
for· me..n:l ;,r ~ars. The big fer_ris wheel at .5..5th ~nd Cott~ze G-rove, the s\1b1Ji ng 
pool ·acrc.ss the street, :,,·ere places 1-qd took us to ms ny t_imes. I have 8 book of 
this ~.' orld 1 s Fair .8.nrl t!lso a t.mission tickets and souven~. 

. . 
. My p.!:!.rents had two rcomers at ou r home, !h'. Lindstrom, \·Jho after a few 
years left for Suwenee '.~ i ver area to ~ork and 1-: e nev--.r h~~.rd fro r!i him, and 
!4iss · ::-~:na Johm;on, a he.If sister of D;,d's. She al so left a few yc:2.rs l=i. ter, 
w.ent to .!Tew Yor~ E:nd. flh1rried a _brich:l?.yer, !!ir. ilult ;::_:ren. Didn't hear fro'Jl her 
until l~te in l~fe and I s~all co~~ent on thgt later. 

Some of our plrr.:rT.a te . .:; in the nei~bbori1.ood \':ere Willi ~ L-'.llce, who ·r:oved away, 
Foi;elson::; \!Jhom I'll u. enti ·-: n l :!ter. De.d saicl th~t I h~.d plenty of time to f:O to 
school, so I c':idn't st!:.rt until I -.ms eiJ_.ht. Sp e:;.kin~ o-:!ly Swedish in the ho!:le, 
I h9.d to leurn the l:n.;:lbh 1 1' n3ue..:;e. I . knew just a little ;;:nglish. I ·;;~ s sent 
tc a S~edish school to learn ~ood ~wedish. This ~ch~ol wes a Lutheran sc~bol 
on 66th P..nd Sang"3.'l!On St. A hii;h fence 5ur roun\led the chu ch, a.nd of course I 
\las al\·J ~·ys cli'nbin,:; the fence. Other play'lintes ware ;.illie an~ IIa.rry Ro;,ie, 
Bert ~.nd ~ora Patchi!l, !:"ddi.~ i~'iley, b:lmer l;ewstr"Y;'l, . Fa;7 liqlknd, Arthur -,·hre :1stro::., 
Mollie 2- nd. L~ ura nutler. They were a gres t bunch oi:' kids; ~os t of are no\'r dead. 
There W<:s also Fre.nk B~r,sch, noi·: li vini in l.al\:/au~rne. 

I reme~ber the woqden cedar blocks on the streets, the ditches in front of 
our h:>us~, the [:.as l ':i .. nps which 't;ere lit every evenin.:; at dus·. . A man r;oul ll C'):1e 

on a bike 'h'i th a pole in !'lis h9.nd f ?Hi. a li:;ht on the end of the pole. :ie uould 
· return in the Tsornin; to turn off the li.:.hts. 11here were no buildings fro!! 
66th Street to 65t ~., D.nd fro:a ffals ted to : -~or8an. The ~ : int:Iin,z; J3 rothers Ci !·cus 
staked their t ents here in the su~~er. Oh yes, we got into the ci~cus, always 
by \l~;:r of crawlin~ um:er· the c;::.nv£-s. 'l.'e also follo'.'Jed the- circus pa.r2-des. 

The S!'ilv~:1. tion Ar :-y g-.:rched i'ro'.!l their he~. dqu[l.rte :· s at 66th ~r1d Halstt:d 2.nd 
·we often :follo'lled the:n fro:i 66th to 6Jrd r·nd b~: ck a._;ai 11 . ~~ ell G.o I re::ie~ber 
\lh~n all four b·::ys \/ere led by D-:i.d. to the J..r -:J.y. We \·iore little velvet suits 
and :;.,untelr:;y ties ~.nd 'll!1ite coll<>rs folded over the suit j :1 cket. Dad. 9icked 
me Ui) frojj 2. catch l h" ci. f flllen intq. 'lhe J,r:ny Cciit~in t. li12.ys put the d.t·u11 on 
the flnor · &nd folks threw their chan~e on the dru~. ~e were thrilled. \very 
Sunday we c.ttended they gave us a little 1 x 2·' card with a picture of a bird 

·~· Loe.~{ wns M.11e ~iven him in S'.lledish army. His real name \:a3 Carls :rn. 



on it. lifter four Suntle.ys \':e got r. big.:;er C!:. rd., etc., and at Christma3 ti ma ~: big -~ 
bag with a~ £pp l~, orang.=, nuts, CHEdy, a. bo : Jc and a toy. Thr!t wa.s \YOI'th ,&oing 

1 

all year, ev~ r.-: Sundn.y. ' 

J.t age of ten to l.!.i° we were up in irai:e school. Evenings w~ often :net the 
boys of the str~et ou · the corner, but ~!G had to be in by 8 o 1 clock. Ofte,n we {;;ot 
in fights. rt.~1 :1y colored cbildre:1 \'.'e ~ · e in our cl:?.sscs. \i;e plr::;:y-ed 11 9u:np, pu:np, 
peednway" and "police:r:an 11 in the sch :.'.:'l yard. The na~e of the sch -. ol ~ms Kershaw. 

I reme ~:ber the l!l ~; gic lanterns and mile banks at C~1rist:rias. A 50~ toy -vras 
fine from Snnto ClP.Us. 

The ~treet car3 ,hed straw on the fl0or for heat, no stovei, drawn by horses. 
I can h~ar the cfont; , cla.r.g of thn. bell the !j)QtOr!rian ste_:.ped on. later there were 
electric su'.!ir;rnr cars. ·.~ e ~.hic:.ys liked to be cho.secl by the C·Jnductor, down one 
aisle, t~en en the runninz bocrd~, finally h~d to jump. ~d bnd a paper route. ITe 
always flipped ca rs. He was on tJie .way to 6Jrd for paper~ and · \·:~s knocked off 
and badly hurt. • ___ _ _ 

I re:r:e1nber upside down Jobn·son'·s clothin_~ store where.I wor~rncl as a messenger 
boy. .J ·'!'lnsoi: 1 s :_:iicture on nll advertisin;; w s upside down, ther·efore the n~.rie. 
Becker tyan PncJ. j,n earlier yer~rs Lec:erer Dei.it. stores were \·;here Sears F.oebucl{ no ~i 
is. I re .. ie!!Jb r:r th~ st£.rving Cub:J.n in the circus side shmi. .A man v.:::i.s hypn:.1tized 

· lying in the front window of the dime store for two d::ys with a big rock on hi:; 
s tomf\.che. 

~:e often \·1alked to \fo shin.gton Par~:: to watch the automobiles. They h!ere just 
c0min: on the streets: Holz~·) biles• Electric3, Stmrn1ers, ?ierce .Arro~;s, i~hites, 
?~axwells. ~,~e often riall'.:ed to ;;~s h in5tf)n P rk draJging a tob~[J~·an sled, 18 ft. 
long . ~ewer~ 16 on · the sled once and when it hit the botto~ of the slide, B~ngl 
1t sn~pped. end the.t \'ias the end f0r that day. ::,e rt:p r- ir~d it snd used it in · 
Hamilton Pa rle, on the h :~rrp bacic to b~~€62 n. -

I re:ne :nber Iuet6ert 's sause3e f2.ctory at 6Jrci. and ~iallace. Luetgert h.~d 
mur~ered severel per3ons and buried the~ in the bese~ent. 

There were t!rn ~;ester!1 Indianl'. , 1-10110!1 and Chesvpeak end "';hio Railr "::ads, tnen 
l)D the ground, later y::a.rs elev.-::.ted. Our Sund~/ .School often ha.c1 ti:1eir picnics 
at" Ced?.r L!?..kP. ~. nci. ~e t~o:; t~e gonon tr·nin. Once the four of us i::ere la.ta r,etting 
down to the train. ~e had ta run t ~ tet it. I had 2 l ~ qt. bas~et of lunch tnd 
had to throw it in the ditch in or :'. er to m~k ·.; it. At the yicnic everybody felt 
sorry for u.s · r:nd we ilere fed Well. 

Hallo\<.rec-:i '.'l~S 2 bit; day - h·o days. \'ie burned gates, fence:;, bib wooden 
garba.ge boxes - anyt!1ing th.s. t was 1d·: oden. 'r:ha t a b:rn fire! Put a bU€5.Y on a 
barn roof r:.:Bter tEJ.in ~: the wheels off. · 11hrew rocks .throu.::,h the fn:nily en trance 
of sr:l "'l ons. The f~: :nily entrt!nce, a door into :he k.ck r r_: ;:; , was \'Jhere le.dies 
with their f<-~ milies could sit fl.nd drink. 5o;ne of the things 'lie did were, e=-oin~ 
into In temullc carrcly s tnre, aske d for a per.liy 1 a ~forth of v·: rious kinds of a~.!.udy 1 
~nd when. be}.·!: w~.s full ;;: e rr .. n out the d·:or; broubht in a peck-: 6e of lDurldr~· to a 
China,nan. L~lyed i . on th:! counter c.nd ra.n for iur· life. The pack~. f·e h8.d a dea.d 
rat ' in it. That wasn't nice. ~e always had a floode~ prnirie in winter for 
s?.atint;. Qne 'fW.s r~ t 66th end I:~.lsted. :18.d a 3irl friend I alw~ys liked to skate 
'fi'i th nt.JJed . Cnrrie Se E.'. bBrf, • ;:er f a tbt:r ;,. :-; s a buildin;1 c0ntri1ctor. (liurin.:, the 
depression, m:ny YE<'J'S aater, she \ifs found dead, a suicid9, ~i'tcr losing her s2vJ.n _::s. 
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• Often in winter time D::..cl w2lked us to church at .59th and Eraerald, the 

Swedish Bap ti3t Church; one Christ:nas m '. rnins in two ft. of sno\'1, Th.o:i-t was 
• rough but ,-; e en.ioy ·d it. Every Chrishns our Uncle J0h!l (Jack he \·las ca.lled) Ji:,~ ·~ .:Ji ·c 

C2..rr.c to us i·.nd e.lwe.ys ha d gifts for all of us. :;ever \till forget a big blue 
and white sled he broue..ht us. 

We were always in ·touch with Aunt and Uncle on my mother's dide nnd were 
often together. They lived in Eri bhton Park, J.'.,-th and .Artesi a n Av e: r.:u~. 'l'heir 
DfJ.me was Le. rso · . ',!e ·,often !:.).eyed tJ&;ether -· Elle!'!, ChPrlie and August •. 'l'hey 
rnovecl to Sterlin3, !11. whe .: a Uncle Jnck worked in a foundry E',nd blac~rs .nith. 
He was a blPcksmith. The children are living still, ezcept for Ellen. Charlie 
and Au~;ust h~ve a million dolh·r ha rdware factory in Rock Falls, ~cross the 
river fro~ Sterlin~ . ~ e h~d many bOOd ti~es there to&ethsr ~ntil Mrs. Larson 

.died, end a fe1·i y=Prs l :; ter 14r. Larson died. I had a d~te one time with 
Ch-: rlie's cousin, A-;r,y. I ~:2s about l?. i'i evi:'.:r saw her again t.:.ntil about 60 
years later in 3.horewood Hill$, Mich. She ~ nted to kno1;1 \:/~ere I ~ent. 

April 13, 1904, I got 10~ in my arith~etic pa~er. I was in the 6rade. 
Ed and I uere in the snme r') :m at school t.nd we W<!.nted to ,gradua.te together. 
I flunked and Ed passed into tf.\2 hi .~her 6rade. Then I pncked m;.: books and 
left the class room, never to r ~ turn. The principal wented me to . come ba6k 
and he would let me gr a.due:.te with Ed. It WBS t oo l a te. At 17, I we.s out of 
school. 'i'he next ciay I .~ ot a job in the 11 .!! il order 1:cpm:tment of Sears Roebuck 
0 11 Desplaines Av-;nua, loo:dn~: u;i lost ord ers. My n-: xt job was r t 'l'ipton Mri china 
W,orks at 6Jrd and ',fall~ce . In th :; front \'1c.; s a bicy:cls s!lop and I worl:ed t here. 
Then I v: :~ s put in ~o the m:;chine shop, worl.:inz on ca.rs, but I didn't like th~'. t. 
I then found a :Job at tht: ]'ashion I.iver.y ::>table. Here I could drive the 

. _ [ "'Electric Show ~ase:3 (I CBlled the:n) like a Cf~rrit:eci. I woula drive t~e:n to 
L-11 ~~>~ the owner i:1. the morning a!ld get them in the ev;!nin,:, riding the str·2et car 
e6'-"\: .:'J~ home es ch time. I lik~:d this job very much. I don 1 t rl3:nember \\!hat I was pa.id. 

During our ~:ro\iing u p ;rears, the sum!1iers, about seven of t'hef!' , 11e s~ient 
in Grovertown on .Dad's f 2r :n. ~le rc:.ised pct3. toes, pickles, bl·Jeber ::.·ies. Every 
day we \·lent to the pickle f r ctor1iin tO\·m with pi:::kles. I still h;- ve a s ·Juvenir 
pickle with a pin at teched. ~\·e used to walk t ') to:.·rn with blueberries, the f .; ur 
of us, each ce.r rying a b~ cl.:et ~ith 16 c;,:mrts. ·.-:e had the best ~nd cleEi.nest 
berries :rnd got ho or three cents '!iore a quart, usually 8;i ::.. quart. 1:ie t "i)k 
it out in tr·ade, groce1·ie5, etc. Mr. Uncapher, the store keept:r, a.hia:rs gave us 
a. big scoop of c.:i ndy - ho~.; ·:ie e;rabbe·a. for those candie3. We would wor~ for 
U~cle 'Andrew Nelson, and after a day's work wa lked a mile Fni ~ half to go 
~wim~ing. ~e had a place whe re we went 1 ~ wea~ing our bi r thday clothes. A 
Mr. Olaf ~ilso~, a sailo r , t~ught us all how to swim by throwin& us into t he l ake. 
I spent a wee~ ~ith John Alpine ~t Mr. and Ms. Xoontz' h~me. (John Alpine's 
father was S·:!cret -:: ry o:f L:-·bor or so:;iethin3 in the Hoover .A d'!l ~ nistra tion, a *i. c,o· 
a ye~r man.) This ~as· a happy time - the SU]m: rs at Grov~rtown. 

After working at the livery stable, I had a job as fireman for the Swedish 
A~erican Telei:hone Co. Then ~ ftet a short ti~e I w ~ s pro~oted to work 0n tele­
phones e.ncl swi tc!1b'.) '. rd:>. I •u0rked after th· t fo r- Flo ;·sheb Shoe Co•npany, t Bnning 
boots. The fir-:.;t ri..e y I worked until noon, ·1,ent for lucch a:ic1 never w::nt b2.ck, 
not even for ~h ~ t little ~oney I had c oming. 

1 took a job ~t George End John Reyfields Automobile Rep~ir Shop (lpter 
manuf2cturers r;r carburetors). 'rh::.t di~n't l't1;t Ion.:, . pad a ga.xwell doim and 
~as assemblin:; it when :ny helper d.ropp t:d a bolt in .the tr-;ns!!!issio.:i. We clid.n 1 t 
t11ke it out, r..nd the t!'Ouble tho. t cau"Jed '-'~ave us our "'iia lkint, p9pers". )io':i rrha.t 
wss I to · do; [ ·d m~ny other little jobs. ~ orked for Pacl Becker Butcher Shop 



at 67J2 So. Halsted Street. 
; 

One ~ay I st~rted tn w2lk to find n job. Walked ell the wey down to the 
Loop. Found tbs testern Kewspaper Union, a large printine Co~pDny. I l ~nded 
B job ~t $14.oo per wee~. This was June 1, 1906. I cot eppendicitus and was 
in the hospitnl thre~ wee~~. John Hastie, ~y superintEndent, cRme up to see 
me and I JOt ~y W9ges each ~eek I w2s gone. He said that he had never seen 
so many flo~ers as I h~d, tubs full, vases end jugs, said thnt I ~ust have 
T.any frienos. After six :nontl~s I q'.lit t~nd {:Ot .-~_ job in a job office, s. ,J. 
l-ia.theson l'rinti!lg, vt J.) th ano. Halst~d. Got &bout ~·9;oc a 1·;eek, but I wns noil 

. learning a trade. I ~ecided to learn the b~siness. I ~a~ an R)prentice at 
the ~:ester·n !~e;-:sp::.per 1Jnion; Aus . 13, 1906. StF_yed at s. J. H~t'.lezon until 
K~rch, 1912, ~hen I joined tha Chicego Ty~o~r~phicnl Union Di. 16. My hor~ing 
card num ,er WQs J~J. I p'.li.d ~1.5.L initiation fee. :.!oi·: I \'ms on 11y own, 
£:etan:~ tl9 • .50 a weei~, union scale. _; ro:n here on I h~ d to try out what little 
I l:~arned of the printin3 basiness. I thou.:;.ht I would like: tn lt.~arn the 
'.iiOllotype key bonrd, so in Octo~.er,. 191.3 I left Ci1ice.~o for ~>t. Louis to .go 
six :,·-·eks ti::i school. I lived i·ii th a printe ~ · uho came from Cb.i;:ago same day I 
did. He lived in St. Loais. I got e rocm ~n~ bo~rd at his home. ile hRd a 
loYely dC?ughter who W3S en13a.:,ed· t0 :.a:-i.rry a c~:::l miner livin;; in Collinsville, -
Ill, ,\fter five weeks stay there, I wr-. s 2.sked to b.;; best ~~-11 at tbDir i·1edding. 
They \·1e ~e to elope. They did nnci. I wss best :~am· Her d.ad did not e,i:)pI·ove of 

'" . ... 

it which is why they elo;ed. ~ell, when her f t ther got wind of wh~ t bud happened, 
he askad ~e to le~ve. fha t wes O.K., ?~ly had a week Lo go when I wrs to return 
to Chic2f~o. On ·rbanksgivinG f;!O y I 1·.~.s invited to tl'!-e h0me of J.t ·. Robert Pet~rson 
for .dinner. Mr. Peter;;o(1 w:: .. s ~ie:;tern repre:>ent a tive of the fa1.ld1·1in Loco:riotive 
~·forks. The whol~ fl::nil :r, s nd I · join.:; d the:n, \'.Jent to a f •) ot bn.11 i:·ame, then CE.me 
home: for the dinner. ::50::1e 3poi.lcd suet put in the turkey ruined the turkey so 
we \'Jo;.iJ;d up vii th sal:.r:an croquets. 

I returned to thica o. Got a job at Hillison Ethen Printing Co. I was to 
set periodicfi.l ads, th:.: t 1 s wha t tf,a boss seicl. v;h.<> t \·ias a periodic2.l ad? ifo _!_ l, 
I set an a6. to t.r;1r out. (;ave the boss a proof of the ~d 2nd he called me to the 
desk and said, " ~ here did you l6arn to set periodical ads?" I ~~s fired but 
finished the dey distributine type. I tip~ed over ~ case of type I we s so nervous. 
I \'IFs nosey e.nc. looked at the. ads bein[; set by the other :nen :::nd I got the 
principle and i cen of how it wr.s done:. Fired, dis~.us ted, discourae;ed, I walked 
Six- doors south to t!re G. P. lnglehard Printing Co·npany, Wctlked in 2nd found I 
knew the fore:nan there. He said, 11 Hello Bill, a.re you working't :fo? ~.-!~nt to take 
the place of this men, he's going to P~ris for six ~onths. Can you set periodical 
ads?" I tol~ hiQ th~ t I could. I kne~ I woul~ m~ke g11d. St2yed there one 
year. Mo:; I thou-::nt r·w~ s pretty {:ood. I got my first union c~. rd on M2y 29, 
1912, now getting $22.5G per 11 ee~-: . I berr1.n 'barnstor:nin,. , going fr~m shop to 
shop, getting exp ~rience and learninf various ieeas and styles of printing. 

I \Jas converted Janu.~r:;r, 1912, baptised. ;.)P.rch l?, 1912. Got into the Lo.:-d 1s 
work. I w.::.s president of the ::!:ng1ewooc: 5h'edish .Baptist Yount; People's Society. 
Me~bership was around JGO or more. 

In 1916 I wr:s :nr-. rried to Miss Ullia I·/ew:oan. In 1917, December, ~'. she died 
from chUd birth in th·:! South Shore i-lospital It w}B Dr. i;,=t:iloerg's first deeth 
in 500 c~nfine~ent cases. lillie prE~i~ted she wo~ld be buried on the last 
SunclR.y of the ye?.r' a.nd the lns t day o.f 3unday burials' End S •) it was. I had a 
bought a. small print shop at 99th St. near t he Eock Islnnd ~ailroad dE:pot, cnlled 
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Walden Station. ;.~uch evenin~·. \1ork kept me in the sb-Jp a lot. ~; e lived on 
ll0th und Priucst·Jn in Roseland. i!o-..1 a baby girl \-ills my !1'1ain concern. I hf].d 
to move closer to the office. Val and Nelli ;: lived a t 9-307 Y nderpool 1\ve. just _ . 
arouncl the cornar fro;n the office. I lived rli~h tlleii1 for ~»bout tv10 years. I 
made about eight moves with the baby, various fri~nds t a.king care of Lillifln. 
'I'he first world. W.'.l.r· wr:-.s on ~rnd ha Ying the ca.by I . was fUt in Class 4-A by the 
draft bo!'.! rcl. The eonr!rnent rul;:;d non-essential business si10u1a. cease, so I 
sold :ny office equipment to H fir~:i in the loo;i, Ch:;.ndler Printing Press Co. 
Then I 't1ent to \-iork at the steel mills in Gary. I lived with V8.l 1 s mother--in-lav1 
Nellie's :nother. I worked in the lu.~1ber ynrC., then in the :>~ f0 chine shop 2.nd 
then in tha stear,1 fitting d.epart:r:ent. ~·:hen Ar:nlstice ;..--as ·si f ned I rsturned 
to Chicago. i · 

When I WFJ.s li Yin,s; iili th ~!ellie and Val, Esther wo1..Iluil come end visit them 
every week end \"1 £l lked by :11y office to c :~ tch a train. ~anuld see her often rnd 
spoke to her. Finally, to m:- ke a lon:.. story short, Ye _!Ier:e e.oing s te<.. cly: In 
the meantim?. I W?..s bE:C!{ in younz p_eo.:ifo 's work and vecy ibusy-;·-.· 

G>n Ju.ly 19, 1919 I started work at the AmerJcvn I-re:.wspaper. H~· d just eot 
enough or the newspaper work to like it •. 

· Janu~ry 10, 1920 we eot m:.~ried, Esher a.nd I. i\'e e.loped to Professor 
Olaf !Iec1een ' '_; home in !!,organ I>iu~c., .Esther S!!bel end Freideric'k Jaenicken, 
owner of: Ja · nicken Printiiiz Co., stood up for us. Prof • .:1eo.eed hi: d a spread 
for us of lots of ~·:?od t·iing s to e~t.. Je.enicken prassmi!J. a ~:20.00 e old piece 
in my h:rnd for ·a sift. ~:e lived in !!,organ Parl\: .. Xe nm'i! h?.d the b~by with us. 
Three \'../ ~ eks e::.fter we got ·n r:. rried I was laid. off at the tl:lhicci.E;O American. The 
foreman t:ro'llised ;ne three d'.:l.ys a wt:ek so I stucl\: a.round f <or three :nonth3. 'I'hen 
I got. the situation th~t I held for 59 years 

I ws s b!.lck in youn5 peopl 1 s work.. In 1925 and 17U I was city-wide y .)un,s 
people 1 3 pre:Jident. 'l'h3 org,rniza tio:i. comprised 2..3 diffeiI'ent youn.:-; people 1 s 
s~cieties in Chicago and surrounding area. This ent~ ile~ a lot of evening 
co:n11ittee m~eting-s s.nd. rallies, etc. ~·i e had sum:ner assemblies for yonng people 
at BethDny Becich. ~·.e lie re rl:-.i sin:Z a £8.mily now. H?.d t'{!:(t) children and a third 
one on the 't12.y. Esther really raised the children, I 'tics out so :nuch. She did 
a sood job, all raised and merried. So much transpired In tha years. te had 
many friends - h~ d moved a couple of times. In. 1925 ray ~ad diedj· ~J step­
mother died ~bout 20 years 1~ter. · . r \. , .. ~ ..z..civ.._/f'"' (, "'-JJ-C- »'t 

We owned a little house at Pretty Lr.lee,· Ired. t:ner·e IDi::>:n and I too~ all our 
children ancl other children on liieek-encl trips. i·f~ oftem lh'ld beach parties at 
6Jrd St. t. e~ch. :.;e 011.'neti a 192.5 Stucleb8.ker car. w:hich w::;;s; dedic:: ted to the Lord. 
We often picked up lL, or 16 kids to t~ ke to the L2flin G-Olspel Hall, nes.rly 
every night for a co11~le of' t1ee!(s. iie won a. .Bible for fi.''"Vint; oirgest fa·nily 
present. Also our children won prizes· for ~ rin i·in.~ the :most children to the 
mcetinc::~s. ')fter. went s~c.tin ,:; ~t \~ ashine;bn Park 1::>3000 !!:ind on the Mid'1ia~·· We 
used to t~ke m~ny trips to Museu~ of 3ciclnce nnd Industr~. ~e let the childr~n, 
'l!hen about '3 ~' nd lC years old, c?.ttenr: the 19JJ-J4 ~·[orld "$ Fair alone. They would 
take a .lunch, ate sa'Ilples c:_iven awr.y o::t the Fair. They ::!':il.w.,ys he..d a g·:iod time. 

So much !:Jr.ppened thn t can't be sr.id ns 1 t 'tloulci. fiID. Y ~'lumes. Had a two­
ysar newsprper strike. 

Ed died when he was of loclcj2w. 
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In lfove:iiber, 1955, I retired from the newspa1.er e.nd. 1.;1e moved. to Harbert, · . · • 
Michi{;cn. rented a nc.,.; hou ::e, just finished, b~:-" J!Y cousin Dav .~ and Es th er • 
Lover rcn. \·:e lived there l~ years. Then in the Yc-.11 of· 19.54 \'JC rented e.n 
a;nrt~ent in St. ?eter~burz, Florid~ for the winter. ~ d liked it so wall' th ~ t 
we bou(:":ht n 11 ttle ho:ne. Th··t W<~ s th:;: fir::;t weeir of Harch, 1555 •. Then J1ellie 
hr.d a stro~ce irncl we · went o:;:c !.c to J.iichie~rn at once. Moved do'im tJ St. Pcters·ourg 
the next yen·. l'or five su.1:m:= rs we worked for ~~rs. Atwill i=nd her son i.~ ho h~d. 
a su~;r.e r ho:ne at L~·ke side, :·tiich. ~1e liked it Yery wuch. Mrs. Atwill died after 
three sum11 rs l'.nd we \'lOrked for \~:n. Atriill, stock broker in ·r.:ie:ui l.'each for 
two su~1!:1ers in Lakesic:.e. }2.rned enout_·h to put us on our ~eet. · 

We were o~king new friends nnd bed to Bj just our lives to · a new w~y of life. 
Lea :·necl a lot, saw a. lot, hr.d lots of experiences nnd met ma.ny friena.s and made 
new friends. --·-

M•:.>W1 ubr.ut i'.illie Lake, \\'.ho:n I T.elltioned before. Du1·ing the first world 
war, w<:ir bonds were ·being sold).. P.nd one day I went into the - Coia:r.onwealth Fdison 
P.uildinc. There was a crowd inside the cl•· or. A man r.1i th a sc~le was selling 
bonc1s and weighing people. · ~~e would guess their i-1eight; if he missed he gf!Ve 
them n Babe tiuth c2ndy b:ir, . I \'ms in the front line. I sav1 he \% 3 eyein£ me, 
Finall· he pulled me u p in frJnt end sa id to the cro~d. "I kno~ this fellow, 
but he doesn't see:n to 1rno.-: me." ;'iell, he said •;;y n2ru~, where I lived me.ny 
years at;'. o. Also s"l icJ. he r1on1d guess my \IJCi f)lt. He sale, 11 i·.'hen I w2s 10 ye~~rs 
of as:e 1 moved a.way fro;;i the ne:Vhborh:>'Jd at 66th e.nd. Green. 11 11 I w-as 8 then and 
lie memembered. It \·rns Hillie 12.ke, hE·dn 1 t seen hi!ll since h::: 1!1oved a.wc:..y. We 
remi nisc<;d, talked of old tirJes; when we turned around the crowd \-ias gone. He 
.!;Ue~sed my ~-.cie:l1t too, right on the head, no candy bar I Haven 1 t seen him since • 

.Abnut Miss ;.:maia Johnson , mentioned before. \·~ e had sou1e friends fro:n Mich. 
st1:ryin: ulth us ab~ut six ye8.-rs a0 0 1 here in St. Pete. Some frienll~ of theirs 
came to visit, a l e dy and a man and wife. In our C)nversation I mentioned the 
experience ol }:mma Johnson i:~oing t<: ·Brooklyn and married f: Mr. :ialeren. lJever 
hea.rd fro~ her. 11 oh, 11 the lady sa.id, 11 I knew her. I too~ c::ire oi' her durin ~ 
her si cknes.s. She died a f ter a lin; eri n ~. sic·:ness. Sr.all world, eh? now 
e.'bout '.•Ir. Fo~elson.; . ·;·.e were invited to . the .Blade's hoi;;e one evening end two 
of the other ~ 'uests invited were Mr. and ~-1r;;. Fo=::elsont<·. In our conversation we 
w2re talkin~· ~:iout C6th &nd Green St. F·ogelso~ said, •if lived there v1hen I was 
10 y ars old, at 6623 Greeti? a few doors south of ~here we .lived. fi e knew all 
about the boy.:; end ;._irls \·le plE?.yea with E>nd he reme:r!bersd me. After r; 11 these 
y~ars ~e should ~9ct here. 

'ii'ell, 'tie h·.ve lived-here now for 11 y:?.ars - 1969. ~:e•ve been :n~rried 
l}6 years, have f -.'ur· lovely cl1ildren, all ruised e.na -;n~rried. Lillian :narried 
Ray Johnson, f:mr child.ren: D:·. ilo 1~ard, Karen, ~iarren and. '2onnie; June married 
Cornell Hidderhoff, two cbildren: '.IB.rren 2nd M~.rk. Marian married George .., 
Calhoun, ho iovel:1 ad.opted children: l'eb·c;era and Kimberly. Bill mPrried 
Marion Sax~ , t~o children; Scott and Eric, a t~ird on the ~ay. te h~ ve t~~ . ~ 
lovaly (!'M.ndchildren C!l1cl three [rca t er2.ndc~1ildren. 1ie ~ re h~ppy and rich with 
all our c31ldre:-i anc1. grnndchildren. 'i'he Lo:·d h:;..s l:ieen g~,od to us. l•!e have 
everythin~ we need - nice church, ho~e, a good pas ~ or, 

Much could be ~rit en or ~~ny experiences and thing3 tha~ happened down 
throu:S·h the y?.ars th-;t lie behind. f!ope the Lord •1111 ei ve U::i a fe'tl :nore years 
of h2pplness tocether. 


