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MONASTARY OF ST. CATHERIINE

The Monastary of St, Catherine is on¢ of those anomelies that provide
a facinating detuil of history. The monagtary has been an island of tradi-
tien and beleef and a savctuary for various archetectural (iterary, and
artistic treasures for about 1500 years., While the werld was  pagsing threugh
times of pesce and war, building and dedvuchon, while  wea and powers had
risen and fallen, and great works of mea s hands and minds had {'or the most
part been destroyed or long since decayed, the momastary lived in almost
complete selitude and preservation, With each passing century then, she enw
riched herself with some artifaet of that era but did net experience the
periodes of unrest that would taekes these acquisitiens from her. As a res
sult, she is not only and interesting detail of history but enriches history
in turn,

Barly Christlans were much concerned about wkere God worked his miracles.
01ld Testament as well as New Testament sites were venerated and the sites wh
wben believed to be found often turnmed into a gathering rlace for wowks and
hermits. There is not proff that when the hermits settled im the shadow of

vhat the belleved teo be Mt, Sinai, that there was any traditich them ex-
isting that this was indeed the place of the Ten Commandments and the burning
bush, Tradition in this respect dates no further than Justirisn.1 When

the hermits first began settling in this stark but beautiful area of Sirai is
not known for sure, It is known that Igypt was one of the first countries

to witness the pers: cution of the Christians, Toward the erd ol the second
and the b gimning of the thwed cewturics, people were fleeing into the des—
erts and wilderness, Fb“;b%j Hew Chrigtians from Jgypt and other Roman pr
provinces wicre came te this area during this period.2 St. llelena, mother of

empercr Constantine the Creat however, is sazid to have visited the ares in

A.D. 337 in her search for holy sites, #t this time she ordered the building



of the chapel of the burning bush. Jhe early hermits none-the -less, lived
in a prinifive state scattered in the m untains o:nd vallies around the area
of Jebel Musa (Mou tain of Moses) but therir existence in the cav: s of the
wilderness was precarious., Butychuis, writing inm the ninth century said
that the hermits hearing hew Justinian "delighted to build churches and founrd
convents, made a jourmey to him and complained how the wandering sons of
Ishmael werc wont to attack them suddenly, eat their provisions, desoclate
the place, enter thew eeMs and carry off everythings and how they also
broke into dwe clhuveh & even devoured the holy wafers."s

The Bygantime emperor coneeded te build them a s:ntuary but hisresasons
were ap)arently not due entirely to religious pietys Justinian had recentlly
loct the city of Petra in what is now Jordan te the Arabs, He had no de-
fence therefore against the arabian tribes betwesn Jerusalem and Memphis., A
legate (official ecmissary) was sent to the hermits to build for them a [lortr
regs-monastary which was begun in A,D. 535. The story goes that the fortress
was to be bullt upen the summit of the peak but the legate instcad bulit the
structure against ene slope of a stecp-sided wadi, because of lack of water
u on the peak. The change of plans irritated the emperor and the poor legate

4
lost his head, The fortress-monastary was com;letcd {irst though in AJb.

545.5 Comstantine also had built at the site, a basilica in commemoration
of his wife Theodora which includes the chapel of the burning bush. This
Bastibnain the wilderness was not at {irst known as St. CatiéirineBhttwuas
called the Catherdral of the Transfiguration. It wis not until the ninth
century that the legend of St, Catherine had its association with tie mon-
astary,.

Catherine was a patrician maiden of Alexandria who sought refuge from
the persecuticns of Maximus 1I but was unable to escape and was taken back

to Alexandria to suffer martyriom., Lat:r her body was taken by angels to Ge

Gebel Batherina by angels so the legend goes, ihere her body lajd until
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centuries later her boncs were found and moved to tho comvent, A1l thet
remuing of v now is a ckull and hund sinee it seems devoted pilgrins made
off with bits and pieccs of her as talismans having supernatural prorerties.
The skull =nd hand, covered with jewelled rings are kept out of reach of lhe
genernl publie in silver boxes 1n the basilieca,.

Mother legend had uch to do with: the continued @xistence of the mone
astary, It is said that Mohamred while stell a camel driver in Arnbia, wan-
dercd by was o the wmonastary before it was not yet a century old, He was
belriended by the monks and abeultar $bb Arab conquest of Eeypt in A.D. 640,
the prophet granted the nonks a covenant whreeby their lives and preperty
were aafe under Huslim mle.7 This story ef lMobhammed, though old, is mest
likely untrue but true er net, it worked, for dowm through the centuries
various Sultans {probably mot knowing whether the story was true or not
either), followed their predeccscor's exarple, HNumercus mamuseripts in
the monataries rive evidence to these continued grarts of protectien, Where
is the original covenant? Yraditien has it that it was taken from the wonas-
tary by Sultan Selim [ after the Ottemen conguest of Egypt in 1517, But the
Sultan gave the monks a copy of 5.t.8 Whether forged er real, it is stdll te
boe seen in the library,.

The monagtary continued to survive through the conbturics enjoying the
protection of the Arabs ard the suppert of variocus personalities of Eurcpe,
The bemefactors of the menastary imcluded popes, ewmperors, and kxings, Fope
Gregory the Great (592-604) was one of the early supporters in :‘%eme.g Fven
the schism butween Constantinople and Rome in the fifteenth century appar-
ently hed little efl'eet on the relation of Ste Cathcrine and Westerm Eurcpe,
knvoys went cut every yeur to eol ec¢t donatien from varicus Crihelic statea.m
Mumerous monarches would also gend gifts, In 1477 Charles VI of France sent
a chelice, Records in Puris tell us Ring Louis XI of Framee promised the
nonasfiary the sum of 2000 ducats to fulfill a vow, Centributions also cane



from Cueen Isabel of Spain {(1481-1504), Empercr lMaximilian of Germany
{1493=1517), and Leuis XIV of France(1643-1715) whose portrait onee or still
hangs on the wall of the old library. In 1798 a I'rench cxpedition wes
erdered to cortribute a tewer and alse to repair the walls se as to provide
an outpost for Hamleen.ﬂﬂf all the supporters however, the Csgars o@‘ﬂussin
verc the most loyal, |
Attention is now turned fro» the history of th: monastary te the people
lmmediately invelved with it, It seems that ever since the early years of
the Christian era, there have been momks living here in the midst of Simai,
Ag elrendy said, they were at first a scattered brotherhock ameng the hills
and vallies until they were gathered together due to the charity of Justinian,
The largest nmumber of inhabitants reached 400 in the feurteenth c'zex.-"c.xu;\r.“2
lYoday their numbers are betwe:n ten and [ifteen, ‘The rule of the monastary
in of St, Basil the Crest (320-379). lhey therefore lead a life of poverty
and austerity but follew the rile of laber along with the principle of prayer,
Fach monk lives his 1life 'n his owm eell and prep:res nost of his ocun food.
The monks come togelher only Tor worship and prayer, Perhaps these were the
same habits l'ellewed Ly the hermits before the nmonastary wes built. The monks
are of the greek (rthadox faith and so are preohibited from cating meat but
were or are permitted to prepare araki, a potent liqueor mude from ciateaj&
At 3330 am, bells are heard for the monks te prepare {or communel prayer,
Fifteen minutes later thirty-three bells csll them ogether, On Sundsys end
calntys doys this is followed by more bells, the besting of a wooden board ir
the lerge tower and the striking of a ber of iron, This anreunces tie begine
ning of mass which lasts abeut five hours, The early morning hour:s are fille
ed will bells, the chanting of monks, and the heavy, sueet smell of ix“u:ex:nmo‘IS
Some charscteristies of the monks have come to us from various writers,

Antoninus Martyr fouw:d hers three monks who spoke Latin, Greek, Syriac, Cop-
tic, antd Persian, The hermit Simeon who ceme into Furepe abeut 1025 spoke
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Egyptisn, Syrisc, Arabic, Creck, and cman, The picture given by Dean gt%

Stanley closer te our presen! time in his book Sinal :nd Palegtine is quiga
differente Of the monks « ur tos that they are Yexiles from the mountains
of the Greek archipelage, relels frov menastie rule at home, lunitics sent
for recovery, thcy seldom remain mors than two or three yearsj they are
without Imovledge of Arabic, with ne eall on their exertiens and no check
on their ignamze."w This en 14 pessible be irue to an extent nov or at
one lLime but neuwdoubt there wrc many living at thc monastary eof sincerity,
devotion and educatien as well,

In direct conneciion with the monastary are also to be found the Gebel-
iyeh or meunt:in folk, They are dccerdants of the Homan slaves sent to the
sonagtary by Justinian to care for the monks. One hundred in mumber with
their wives and children were brought in from the Blace Sea and another one
hundred with wives and children from ‘gypte b The settlement was st one time
known as Deir /bid or monastary ef the slaves., In dress alld mode of life,
they are not mueh different then the other inhebitants eof Sinai theugh the)
still possess some physical characteristics of their Rurcpean erigin., They
are also of the Moslem {aith, having converted over in the sevenlh century
by Calirh Abd el-Malik ibn Merwan, But & few remained Christians for a
thounand yearse 'he last Christian of the Jebeliyeh, an eld woman, died in
1750-19 Supriasingly, the monks as fur as we know, never attempted to teach
these people the Christian fuith, Evidently they felt their lives of rove
erty s=nd prayer werec all that was required of them te be geod Christians
and gocd monks, Theugh ir almest every wap the Jebeliyeh sre alike to other
tribes, they are despised as !liteim by the Arabs and the frabs wil' not
inter-marry with tﬁﬂm.m Though more independent than they once vere, the
Jebellyeh continue te care for the monks by looking after their garden and

performing varieus tasks as servants, To keep theis loyal amd devoted, the

monks at varieous times have used trickery and coercicn. %ke monks once



boasted that they had irvented the {ootemark of Moharmed's mule nearty to
gain the Jebeliyeh's devotien.21 Almost fif y years ago, the monks in an at
attempttbosmkietbhe tribe give up a garden, they had zequired, ceased the
people's daily ration of bread which wans a custem dating back to Justinian,
The Jebeliyeh complained te the government and a compromise was reaeh{d.zz
One ether group of people must not be ferzgotten in cemmcetion with
the nonastery; these are the travelers, adventurers, and pilgrims whe found
in the monastary a cool and hespitable refuge in the hea -t ef the Sinai,
There is no doubt that this was one of the chief centers fer pilgrim:ge
chough the route was a long and weary one and not wothout danger, Cara—
vans of long age would teke cight duys te reach the monastary fro: the Suex
and six days from Akaba.23 The vast number of pilgrinms are attested to by
the ctchi:rgs which werc 1/ft on the monastaries walls, buildings, =snd doors,
not to mention the hundreds of scratch'ngs ir the rocks of the wadis nlone
the routes lo the monastary vhere a weary pilgrim would chance to reste
Most insceript ens are in Greck, Latin, Arabic, and 'ussiane A4lse present
are mapy crusader arms ord blassons.a4 Literary accoimis are also left to
us such a8 Peter-‘udolf von Suchem (1336), John Tucker (1479), and Felix
raber (1484) from Germanmy; Niccole di 'rescebaldi (1384) amd Ficcole di
Hartoni (1395) were from Italy; Pere Tafur (1435) was frem Ga.talan.25 The
Swiss traveller Durckhardt (181¢) says that a caraven of 800 Armenians ar-
rived en doy from Jerusalem and another time 500 Cepte from Caire.26 T
day the sonastory is visited by hundreds of people & year but ususlly not in
the old roll of pilgrim and adventurer bul as teurist with cawera and air
conditioned b ces. A good part of many of the monk's duties are now taken u
up bring for the tourist a:d ating as guildes, 7This has ;roved to be a
profitable and »uch needed source of income,

How let us turn te the varicus structures and their contents to be

found at, St, Catherine.



The outpide walls ef the monastsry are built ¢! granite of which tnere
is eer minly no iack n this area, /At intervalg, the wall 1s strengihered
b towers, Rsther than a menastary, it has the leck of a Hysantine fortress,
Inside the walle is a labyrinth of narrow, windirg passages that asedhd and
degcend, It is a "jungle of archetectural forms" ineluding “ruined chayelsg,
wnused cor iders, coilapsed stairways, subterranear vaulits choked with debrds,
rocm; vithout deors and doors wlthout reowms,.® m‘}*m buildings are remnants
of various centuriesj building added building wilh 1ittl- apparent plamning,
Tk main bulldings to be concerred with arc the refectory, the benc house,
the bagilica, the mosque, and the library,.

The refectory (diring hall) is situated scuth-east of the basilica and
is a long, vaulted chamber about 55 f et long {17 meters), 16 feet wide (5
meters)s It i8 not known wheth:r it was criginally built as a refecto y or
a chapel in the Byssntime peried, it waz howevrr, later transformed inte a
dormitory ‘or lLatin pilgrims in the latc middle ages. The walls cortain fre
frescoes of the last Judg-ment (1573) and the “Apparitien of the Trinity teo
Abrahan” (1577). ‘he reom is also famous for many heraldic engravings as
well as names ol pllgrims from the fourteenth te the seventeenih centuries,

The bone house is located eon wia is called "Cod's Aere”, It is the bu
burial plgee of he monk's and is cxactly what the name lmplies, a house
full of bones. When a menk dies, the corpse is laid out en an iron grating
in the cellar wmtil the flesh is decayed, When more romn is needed because
of the death of another wonk, the bones of the corpse which has been in the
cellar the longest awetdikan out, sorted and put on respective piles in the
bone house i.¢. the skull on one pile, the leg bone on still ancther pile, etic,
Archbishop's benes however, are not separsted bui put tegether #n shelves on
the wallea One story having to de wiith twe cerpses is rather interesting.
Anastasuls described how twe «orpses, laid side by sidc ea the grating werc

found (requently to have been moved or moved spart themselvese It was [ound



that ene of the corpses was atffeliti. It seems ho did not like the fellew
next o him and continued to move away until told siternlu not to de 30.29
Uren entering the bone house, one is confronted by Stephenos, the late porte
er of the monastary, whose skel~lon sits in a glass and wood case, dressed
in nis vealments with rosary in one had ard glafi’ in the other, just us he
did thirteen and a half centuries age, The bones can Le seen in thrir respec-
tive pdles but are now out of the recch of the tourist behind walls of wire
megh. Befere this prec.ution there wore many instances of bones disappear-
ing, The reuson the voncs of the menks are trested in such a way is becausc
the Greek COrthadox believes ‘n a phyciesl reserce ion of the originsl body
u.on the arrivel of Christa

“he baailica as meniioned earlier .as hdlt by order of Justinian "to
the memory ard rest of our late 'mpress Theodora', It is a {ipe example
of Bywantine ecclesiastical architec ures "h. floorplan is of a nurliex
(the room between the outer doer and the nave) leading to #he nave (certral
hall) and the nave is scparated from the alsles by two rows of six granite
celummg with corinthian-type capitals (shbechnubupaintedathtedodimns viidite
and the copitsls green)e -he basiliea hzs nine chapels, four on each side
with the chapel of the burning ush bhkind the alter and beleou the ground
level, 'ive windows ar on either side of the nave, 'he entablature {upper
purt of thie wadd) of the nave riosts on round arches which are supperied by
the green and wiite grarite colfvmgs and capitala., The roofl is of cypreas
wood, covered with lead., The woed contairs these inscriptiens: "our holy
king, Justinian the Great" and "Lord Ged, who didst appear on this spet,
save and bless the slave Stepharos, the builder of this monastary from Alla,
and Xenna (his wife), and give rest Lo the souls of their children, (eorge,
Sergzuis, end theodora.” ! A6 usuall, the alter ig to the east undcrneath
a beauti'ul mossie from Justinians time., The basilica is rich in art of

Christian sniiy ity, having the richigst collection of lcoms in the world and



having a rich cellcctian of wood carvings of excep .lonal quslity.

The door »U Lhe parth x i not v ry aveient buing o only ¢leventh
century Falimid wormanship, What is interestlin zbout 1t iz th crusader
co ts of arms engraved upon it fron medieval times., The next door is ex~
ceptiennl for it is of fourth c:entury bysantine workmanship. Carved upen
it arc beautiful animal, bird, and floral engravings.32

The beautiul fleoer =eszic was Lorn up by Arab treasuresseckers but
repleced by Bishep Mastasius (1583-1592).33

The cxceptienal =mosailc abeve the slter dates te Justinian. The subjeects
are as fcllows:Christ is represgented soaripsz heavenward with 'lije on one
side pointing te him and eses on the other side with his hend vpraised;
John and James are kneeling while Peter lays prestrate. She thirty med-
alli-ns represent the twelwe apestles, Paul, the superiloer of the convent and
sixteen prophets, To the right above is Meoses at the buriing bush and at
the left he is holling the tablets with th ten commandwents, Below are t
two angels and two portriits, perhaps Justinian and -heodora, DBelow iz write
ten in Greek, "In the name of ths Father, Somn, and Holy Ghest, the wele of
this vork was executed {or the salvation of thas? who contrlbuted towards
it by Longirus, mest holy priest, and superior.§“34 This Sinaltic work is
moat wbique bacause it ie one of the few remaing figure mosaica from the
time of Justirian, BHest of the ether wosuics ef this peried were destroye
ed during the iime of the iconoclasts (inage breakers),ss This was a peried
vhen many believid the muking of and fipwures in mesaice, paint, er sculpture
was breaking the lew of Ged lorbiff@ing the creation of graven imagr-s. As a
result,; this ie on of the few remaining pleces of mosaic art frem the time
of Justinian, Furthermerc it is ene of exceptional guality. To galr more
of an appreciation of the mesaic, il may be well Lo sive a little backround
of mosalc arte

The CGreco-‘cman world used the wmosale to a great degree but their



roseiecs were cenfined to fleor decorations, It was not untid the Christien
era thst mosaie art resched its resk when threy began apprariag on wvaluts,
domes, and wills, The subject matter usually consisted of BDitlical matters
and these were most offen from the Hew Testerent, They served two funetions.
Hupgdgs naturally were us~d to besutify the intericr ef buildir gsbitthbey
werc also used to provide s picture story for the meny who could ret read.
“his teék was provided later on by the stoined glass wirdew in the eathedrals
theougheut Furope, 4 succeassful and excellent mosaic warkshop did not exixt
by itself, It relied upon the tradition afid cemplex skills ef & prosperous
seciety. Yor centuriss, Censtantin ple domirated the world of the mosailc,
Creftsren would jeourmey to various parts of the knowm worlé bo besutify ame
biticus building projects., Coverirg vast areas of wrll surfame demanded
efficient teaswork, & mester arilst would first sketheh the scene, and then
an assigtant would make ths cartcens which wvould ~ive the basic lins te be
drawn upen th wet plaster, Then, according teo the ability of esch indivie
dual mopaicist, work weuld be Jene on the heads, draped ge-rnts, scenery ard
rlain backround, The creation of a mesaic as ol St. Catherine then was an
anbitieus and cestly preject,

Te the right of the alter in the basilice under a domed canopy is a
sarcepharus containing two ~ilver cases., One coentaing St, Cathefrfime's skull
wearing 8 crown of #¢ld and precious steres, and the other coptaing her 1=t
hand wwth rings o gold and merc precious stonrs. Ykhese are put on view to
the -ublic er Saint's Day (Neverier %),

Dehind the iconestasls cre tuwe larre silver ch-sts with imnges of St,
Cath rine worked ir rold and precious stonss, They were -ifts of the Czars
of Fussis, Peter the Great (1688) and Alexander I7T (1860)., They are used to
atore ether irvaluable donations rocieved fre royaly through the renturies.ja

The chapel of the bwming bush which can enly be rrached by the basiliea,

centains pore treasure of accumul:ted chinliees, tray , sold and silver crosses,



ibles with heavy gold ard silver covers snd relics ef oither sainte such

as thi skill o 5t, John Chrysesterm, thr arm ef 5t Basil, :nd the lewer

Jaw ol 8ie Cregory of ?;';-,'ss.'.z.39 A8 ¥osce took off his shoes at this site,

so must the visitore The original site eof the burS#ng bush is indicated by

a silver plates “arlier, the bush jad be n transferred to ‘he east of the
0

basilica.

The norks 28d th Moslems hav- always getten alor ad-ireblp. fhis is
exempliphird 3 2 mosque which lies nest to the basilica, The Counditiend
are Fatirld built in fulfillment of 2 vew of the vizir Abul Mansur Anushe
takir in 1106 during the calphite of Al Mmir. This infermstion is found in
the kufic ingseription on the minbar (pulpit). The mosque is a sis=ple build-
ing 32 feet (10 mcters) by 22 feet (7 meoters), rectangular and s0lidly e
forecd by two pillars which ear ;7 the arches which arries thr roof. The
mirbar here ig of impertance, Il is of earvd woed of traditiomal reometric
foliage and dates to 1106, There are oily twn sthers like it in the Islawmic
world; in a towr of Qus in upper ~ypt and at the tomb of Abraham, Isaic, and
Jaceb in Hebren. A lecal Jebeleyal: family is entrusted with the devs of the
Aosque which is an inherited privdlege,

Teday there 1s s new libr:y wirre things sre well arranged and pre-
gervds e 0ld libray wos in what is now the tws chap'le of the holy virgz
gine The original state of the manuscripts were as Tischend:rf relates. "in
visiting the library of the monastary, I preccived in the niddle of the great
2all a large and wide basket full of eld parchments, and tHe librarian, who
was a man of infermation, teld me that two heaps ef papers like thiz, weuld-
ersd by time, had alrezdy been comnitted to the Mamersl = Tigehendorf dise
covered azmong this large hesp of peper 4 large —wisber of shee’s from the
Greck 01d “estavent. These sheets ssde up the Codes Irideries Angustenie,

In 1853 ard1t59, Tisckendo.f made a second and third veyage to the east with

the aid and protedtien of Alexander 1I, Cgar of Russia, On Mebruary 4, 1839,



Tischendorf was énvited to the cell of the stewddtd of the monastary. The
monk took a bulky beck from the shelf and placed it before Tischenderf, In
hig own words we have, "I Bnew that I held in wy hand the rost precicus Bibe
lical treasure in existence— g document the sge an’ importance of vhich exe
ceeded that of all warnuseripis which I had ever examined during twenty years
stuly of the subject.? 4 The book was the Codex Sinailicus - a forth cene
tury Greck text contuiking lurge portions of the (1d Testament ard the come
plete llew Testament. It iz one of the oldest mmnuseripts of the Bible.
Tischendorf rectdvod persission to barroew the manuseript and teke it to St,
Fetersbury so to copy it as accuralely as possible, There are two diff rent
accounte of what happened next., On usccount has it that the nevly clected
archbishop Cellistratus effered it as a gift te the Csar of Pussiz amd re-
eived ir turn 9,000 rubels. The monks say the maruscript uas never returned
and the Crar gave then 9,0 0 rubels umvantcd payment, And spparently they h
have a decusent to prove it. lowever, Gedex Sinaiticus remained in the pess-
ensien of Ste Petersburg library until 1933 wvhen the Holsheviks, in reed of
foreign currency, gsold it te the Lritish Wuseum, The sun prove’ toe much
but Uhristians throughout the Dritish Isles ﬁagated large afd small sums to
its purchage prics of 100,000 pound sterling.43 It is gtill to be gern in
th British Husewm,

‘meng Lhe other deocuments in the library is the Oedex Syrsin, an ige
cosplete text but the cldest known Syrian translation of the DBible which
was probalaly teken from a Greek text of the s cond cvntury.AA Alse there
is a ubique et of official docum nts er charers issued by Caliphs and Sul=-
tans of Izlam of protection te thr menks el the wonastary. “herc are over
two thousand in mimber which represcnt scv ral Mehammedan dyrnastéks from the
twel'th to nintcenth centuries, The eoldest dates from A.D. 1130, This set
is tho fullest knrwn seurce on the evolutien of Arabic eesurt handuriting.45

Also incluled gre an
number of historieal, geegrophical, and philisophical



seurcen of »feat volue, "The total nusber of manuperipts is stagpering,
Gre<k manuscripts ameunt te 2250 and Arabic memuscripts arownd 600; several
hwdred velunes are in Syrisg, ‘reenian, Georgiam, Coptic, Fhiopec, and Slav-
onic, Some of the mamuscripts nre {rem Crete, Caire, and C:;rx.v."us.l’6 Twe hime
dred ncmes of geribes have bren recorded as well, The total collection une
deoubtrdly surpasses 301)0.47

Lastly, the wonastary is rich in irons eor paintings of religious nature
ususlly painted on a small woeden pancl, When Islam cenguercd the area, the
monapstary become a Christien island in a leslem werld, severcd from Pysantium,
At the tive of the iconeclasts, Byszantine emperers ordered the destruction of
all images but the monks of Ste Catherine chose to ignore the cemmand since
they were far from their authority, #8 a result, the monastary has the richest
collection of icons in the world, FPart of the wvalue of the cellectisn lies
in the fael that it spans the histery of this art form even during the eighth
and niath centuries when the making of images was forbidden,

With all this accimmilated wealth of buildings, mesalcs, manuscripts, and
icens, the Monastary ef 5%, Catherine iz like glimpsing into thewwerld of
Dyrantivm and successive ages, Its marrow, wimdy streets, smull ceouris, cld
bulldings, coversd passages and vcathered wulls are a patciwork of many per=
ieds and ages. Its mosaics lew with thelr eriginal coler .ith a jewslled ox~
cellience, Ibs paintinge form a centinuous bridge through the centuries that
give a unique insight into the development of the ilcon, and its manuscripts
are an inveluebd® source for rescarch and referencesthat date frow mony pevieds.
And then too there arc the people, The Jebeliyah are still therg, a pure stock
ef the eriginal slaves and still £ulfilling their eri-inal function. 4And the
nonks too fUIfill their eriginal purpese of poverty, prayer, care for the mon=
astary and eare fer the visiteors that journey from meny lands, ‘ihis the monks
hhmre been deing for over [ilteen-hundred yeors making the Hemastary of St.
¢ therine ene of the eldes!, Gehve mmematlares v werchonse
¢
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