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PREFACE

In many respects the territory, the people, the institutions and the
activities covered by this ‘‘History of Lake County and the Calumet
Region’’ constitute a remarkable exposition of American amalgamation
and development. In the Calumet Region, or Northern Lake County,
has occurred, within comparatively recent years, one of the greatest
industrial expansions of modern times, and, parallel with that magic
growth, some of the most intelligent and original minds of the country
have promulgated systems of ‘practical public education which have
been of untold benefit to thousands who come to that section from
many foreign lands. Not only have they been given employment and
abiding places, but they and their children have, at the very threshold
of their American experience, been taught the advantages of mental,
industrial and moral training. The two most striking features of the
Calumet Region center in its gigantic industries and in its public
schools, libraries and other uplifting institutions. If the melting pot
was ever busy it is now turning out sturdy products, both of metal
and of men, in the Calumet Region, and it is no more wonderful that
$200,000,000 should have been drawn thither within a few years than
that 40,000 men should have been absorbed, not only without friction,
but with advantage to the communities at large.

‘What makes Lake County almost unique, also, is that outside of the
Calumet Region there seems to be such a distinct cleavage in the texture
of the population. With such towns as Crown Point and Lowell as
centers, the citizens and rural residents, many of them descendants of
the pioneers, are prone to be rather quiet and conservative in their
dispositions. A strong element in these rural communities, especially
in the western and southwestern sections of the county, is German and
Dutch; and it is a matter of universal history and present-day knowl-
edge that no nationalities in the world have furnished more substantial
colonists than those mentioned. Generally speaking, the old-time Ameri-
can settlers from the Eastern United States located in the central and
southern townships of Lake County. They are also more conservative
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than the business, financial and industrial leaders of the Calumet
Region; or, it may be more correct to say, that the more enterprising
have drifted to Hammond, East Chicago, Indiana Harbor, Whiting
and Gary, and given their substantial talents, with those of Chicagoans
and other metropolitans, to the development of Northern Lake County.

All of these matters, with many more of like interest and diversity,
have been traced in detail in the work which is herewith issued; and
the total is such a large and complex subject that its thorough treat-
ment would require the services of a wonderful linguist, a deep judge
of human nature, an expert in all matters business, industrial, chemical,
sociological, educational and religious. Although we have not been
able to engage the services of such geniuses, we have enjoyed the coopera-
tion of many faithful and able assistants, both as wise advisers and
valued contributors. In that class we unqualifiedly place our advisory
editors, A. M. Turner of Hammond, Capt. H. S. Norton and C. O.
Holmes of Gary, George W. Lewis of East Chicago, John J. Wheeler
and Albert Maack.of Crown Point, and A. G. Lundquist of Indiana
Harbor.

Many outside of our *‘official staff’’ have been of much service, such
as Frank F. Heighway, Crown Point, county superintendent of schools;
C. M. McDaniel, Hammond’s superintendent of schools; William A.
Wirt, superintendent of the Gary schools; W. W. Holliday, superin-
tendent of schools, Whiting; Carroll R. Woods, secretary of the Ham-
mond Chamber of Commerce; S. E. Swaim, editor of the Hammond
News; Edwin H. Farr, of the Whiting Call; A. J. Smith, Hobart
Gazette; Ray Seeley, Hammond, county surveyor; Dr. E. M. Shanklin,
Hammond, and A. D. Schaeffer, secretary of the Gary Commercial Club.

It would be inexcusable to omit indebtedness to the publications of
the late Rev. T. H. Ball—especially to his ‘‘Lake County History of
1884,”’ his ‘‘Northwest Indiana of 1900°’ and his ‘‘Lake County His-
tory of 1904.”” Certain reports of the Old Settler and Historical
Association have also been of assistance. The municipal officers of both
Hammond and Gary have been most courteous and have furnished
much invaluable information. Of the publications issued within recent
years there is none upon which we have more relied than upon ‘The
Calumet Survey,”’ published by the Northwest Indiana Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. The title of that publication is inade-
quate—that is, from a glance at the title page one would be misled as to
its scope, which is remarkably broad ; and the generous plan of the work
has been well and practically developed.

Finally, we wish to thank the clergymen of Lake County as a class
for their prompt responses to our requests for information. If sketches
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of certain churches or other organizations are not found in the pages
of this work, the explanation cannot be traced to any negligence on our
part, but to the fact that, despite our efforts, we have not been able to
obtain the data from the principals themselves.

That the work may display some errors is not to be denied; it is but
another evidence of human fallibility; but that the number of these
“errors has been reduced to a minimum is largely due to the indefatigable
efforts of H. G. Cutler. He has been painstaking and conscientious, and
through his experience the work has progressed much more smoothly
than if it had been left entirely to our editorial labors.

‘We have every reason to believe that the conclusion of our labors,
which is the history itself, will be received with the same good will
which has been continuously extended to its representatives in the
progress of their work. ‘

W. F. Howar,
Supervising Editor.
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Gary State Bank, 333, 638

Gary Supply Company, 686
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General View at Ambridge, Gary’s Work-
ingmen’s Suburb (view), 320

Gerlach Brothers, 810

Gerlach, George M., 811

Gerlach, Joseph M., 811
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Gerrish, Abiel, 137

Gershman, H., 754

Gibbs, James C., 629

Gibson, 174

Gillespie, C. M., 656

Gillett, John H., 234

Gillis, Robert R., 860

Gilson, Edmond A., 502

Glazebrook, Bradford D. L., 836
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Glen Park Lumber Company, 855

Glen Park School, Calumet Township
(view), 204

Gileason, William P., 532

Godwin, L. P., 627

Golden Brothers, 521

Golden, Emory C., 522

Golden, Levi E., 521

Goldschmidt Detinning Company, 307,
678

Gordon, Edward R., 243

Gordon, P. P., 243

Gostlin, William H., Sr., 499

Gostlin, William H., Jr., 501

Gottlieb, Louis I., 790

Graham, Joseph A., 523

Grand Calumet River, 2, 28

Grand railway crossing, 130
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Granger, Fred, 525

Granger, Herman E., 534
Granger, Leon J., 826
Grantham, Joseph P., 798
Grasselli Chemical Works, 307
Gravel roads, 275

Graver Tank Works, 310, 634
Graver, J. P, 635

Graver, William, 634
Graytown, 151

Great railroad period, 112
Great railroad strike, 272
Green Engineering Company, 306, 706
Green, Roy E., 617

Greene, Joseph, 241
Greenlee, Cassius M., 627
Greenwald, Charles E., 235
Gregory, A. G., 686

Griffin, Charles F., 232
Griffin, Elihu, 231

Griffith, 130

Griswold, Eugene A., 594
Gross, John A., 865

Groves, 6

Groves, H. K., 766

Gruel, John, 760

Guipe, Harry W, 763

Hack, John, 55, 185

Hale, Raleigh P., 659

Halstead, M. A., 136

Halsted, A. E.,, 775

Hamilton, Thomas G., 857

Hammond and Hessville, 174

Hammond, judicial headquarters, 105,
109; population, 115; doubles popula-
tion, 272; beginning of, 291; founded,
293; municipal incorporation, 336;
growth by wards, 338; mayors, 338;
city officials, 338; city hall, 340; mu-
nicipal government, 340; receipts and
expenditures for 1913, 341; future ter-
ritory, 342; bonded indebtedness and
appropriations, 342; tax levy, 342;
city parks, 343; railroads, 343; sew-
ers, pavements and sidewalks, 343;
new buildings, 344; water system,
344; fire department, 345; police de-
partment, 346; parks and the public
health, 346; public library, 347; first
public library, 348; public schools and
educators, 349; churches and societies,
360; fraternities, 373; clubs, 380

Hammond’s Chamber of Commerce, 356

Hammond Country Club, 380

Hammond Distillery, 303

Hammond Dramatic Club, 380

Hammond Elevator, 303

Hammond, Frank, 550

Hammond, George H., 289

Hammond, Helen P., 557

Hammond, H. D., 801

Hasl?;nond Machine and Forge Works,

Hammond’s Masonic history, 373

Ha;:;?l‘nond Pattern and Model Works,

Hammond Savings and Trust Company,
The, 550 .

Hammond Settlement House, 381

Hammond Telephone Exchange, The, 530

Hammond, Thomas, 296, 297, 554

Hammond, Whiting and East Chicago
Line, 282

Hammond Woman’s Club, 380

Handley, William L., 583

Hanover Center, 166

Hanover Township, population, 115;
valuation, 122; area, 162; first set-
tlers, 162; towns, 166; churches, 166

Harries, H. H., 870

Harris, J. Glenn, 638

Hart, A. N., 189

Hartsdale, 192

Hathaway, Henry, 811

Hathaway, Peter, 195

Hay, Henry G., Jr., 638

Hayden, Cyrus, 574

Hayden, Grant, 815

Hayden, Nehemiah, 195

Hayes, Benjamin F., 814

Hayman, Paul, 805

Hazelgreen, A. M., 739

Heck, C. F., 725

Heighway, Frank F., 218, 821

Heintz, Pontus, 789

Helgen, George D., 535

Hepp, J. G., 772

Herlitz, Lewis, 55, 77, 163

Hershman, George E., 591

Herskovitz, Samuel, 650

Hervey Ball Place, 77

Hess, A. S,, 785

Hess, Joseph, 174

Hessville, 174

Hessville Consolidated School, North
Township (view), 176

Higgins, John, 243

Higgins, John W., 689

Highland, 177

Highlands, H. H., 803

Hill, William A., 557

Hirons, A. N,, 861

Hirsch, Max, 782

Historic relic, 23

Historic relics of Lake County pioneers,
66

Historic “short-cut,” 13

Historical synopsis, 42

History of public education in Ham-
mond, 353

Hixon, Ernest H., 592
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Hobart, in the rough, 170; physicians,
244; railroads, 266; incorporated, 458;
industries, 459;- light and water sup-
ply, 459; public school system, 460;
churches, 463; lodges, 465

Hobart Township, created, 105; popula-
tion, 115; valuation, 127; formed,
168; area, 168; railroads, 168; pi-
oneers, 169; towns, 170

Hobart Township Consolidated High
School (view), 169

Hoerstman, H. A., 629

Hoevet, George J., 633

Hoff, William, 743

Hoffman, Clarence 1., 825

Hohman boarding house, 291

Hohman, Caroline, 512

Hohman, Charles G., 288, 513

Hohman, Ernst W, 287, 511

Hohman Street, Hammond, in 1882 and
Today (views), 295

Hohman Street, North from Sibley, Ham-
mond (view), 340

Holliday, Winfred W., 660

Holmes, Carl O., 800

Holton, Harriet W., 89, 203

Holton, Janna S., 246

Holtz, Herman, 571

Holy Angels Catholic Church of Gary,
406, 77 :

Holy Trinity Croatian Church of Gary,
840

Home builders displace white trappers,
30

Home Lumber Company, 545

Honored dead, 255

Honorof, Peter, 830

Hor, J. C,, 757

Hornors, The, 133

Hornor, Amos, 133

Hornor, David, 133

Hoskins, George H., 615

Hospitals, 245

Howarth, William, 503

Howat, William F., 245, 872

Houk, William F., 597

Hubbard Steel Foundries, 309

Hubbard Steel Foundry Company, 708

Huettner, C. A., 712

Hulst, George P., 794

Hunt, Frank L., 602

Hunter, Clyde, 863

Hunter, George M., 623

Hunter, W. D., 788

Hutton, Joseph T., 572

Hyde, Mrs. M. J., 86

Iddings, H. D., 244

Iddings, J. W., 601

Illinois Car and Equipment Company,
301

Illinois, Indiana & Iowa R. R., 268
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Immortal “Thanatopsis,” 69

Improving the teaching force, 224

Independent Order of Foresters, 376

Indians, 16

Indian burial and dancing grounds, 19

Indian cemetery, 41

Indian trails, 14

Indiana City, 44

Indiana corn field (view), 112

Indiana and Illinois Land Company, 624

Indiana Harbor, 177

Indiana Harbor churches, 433

Indiana. Harbor industries, 305

Indiana Harbor Library, 422

Indiana Harbor Lumber and Coal Com-
pany, 668

Indiana Harbor National Bank, 332, 732

Indiana Steel Company, 532

Ingoor improvement of county schools,

19

Industrial summary, 324

Industries, 285

Inland Steel Company, 304

Innkeepers, 34

Interior pioneer cabin (view), 89

International Lead Refining Company of
Indiana, 793

International Trust and Savings Bank
of Gary, 644

Interstate Iron and Steel Plant, 308

Jackson, Joseph, 54, 194

Jacobson, E. R., 502

Jahnke, William C., 721

Jail becomes a temperance hall, 103

James, J. Q., 813

Jansen, Thomas F., 770

Jerome, Frank, 673

Jews, 371, 411

Jewish congregations and societies, 371

Jewish temples, 411

John B. Chapman, titles, 46

Johns, Charles, 786

Johnson, August H. W,, 576

Johnson, Harry M., 795

Johnson, Ove A., 726

Johnson, Roswell O., 545

Jones, Alfred, 785

Jones, H. E,, 771

Judges, 233

Judicial and official accommodations at
Hammond, 109

Kankakee region, 9
Kankakee trapping region, 27
Kankakee Valley, 12 .
Keilman, H. E., 728
Keilmann, Francis P., 188
Kimmel, Charles P., 819
Klass, H., 165

Klassville, 165

Klose, Charles R., 664

Klose, Robert, 664
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377

Knights of Columbus, 379

Knights of Pythias, 377, 435

Knights of the Maccabees, 434

Knoerzer, Leonard, 509

Knoerzer, Otto, 510

Knotts, A. F., 238

Knotts, Thomas E., 130, 385, 537

Kolb, William E. J., 548

Kopelke, Johannes, 233, 782

Kostbade, William, 720

Kramer, Jake, Jr., 713

Krinbill, O. A.. 531

Krost, Edward A., 490

Krost, John F., 538

Krueger, Bernhardt H., 825

Kunert, William C., 841

Kuss, C. R., 715

Kuss, Louis P., 713

Lake County Bar Association, 239

Lake County’s first teacher, 90

Lake County gymnasium, 214

Lake County Medical Society, 244

Take County soldiers, 256

Lake County Savings and Trust Com-
pany, 330, 516

“Lake County Herald,” 246

“Lake County Star,” 248

Lake Courthouse, 76

Lake Courthouse postoffice, 43

Lake shore routes and travelers, 30

Lake Michigan Land Company, 419

Lake Prairie, 8, 134, 137

Lake Station, 170

Lanman, E. B., 678

Lanman, E. B., Company, 678

Large land owners, 113

La Salle and his braves, 14

La Salle in the Lake Region (view), 15

Lauer, A. J., 615

Lauer, George, 676

Laws affecting Lake County schools, 210

Lawyers, 227

Leading women of foreign birth, 95

Lennertz, William, 790

Leroy, 200

Leroy School (view), 200

Lew Wallace School, Center Township
(view), 148

Lewis, David J.. 669

Lewis, George W., 419

Lewis, J. P., 636

Lieberman, M. D., 868

Lilley, Calvin, 146

Lilley Hotel, 146

Limbert Works. 309

Lincoln Consolidated School (view), 164

Lindmueller, Charles, 678
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Lipinski, Paul B., 536

Little Calumet River, 2

Little, Joseph A., 136

Little, Lewis G., 85

Little Red Schoolhouse (view), 223

Little, Thomas, 136

Liverpool, 170

Liverpool founded, 44

Local phases of great railroad strike, 272

Lonesome pioneer sister, 68

Long, J. H., 647

Looking Down Broadway (view), 408

Looking North on Hohman Street, Ham-
mond (view), 337

Loyal Order of Moose, 379, 437

Lottaville, 184

Lowell, as a timber and mill seat, 135;
newspapers, 252; banks, 466; found-
ing of, 467; pioneer local institutions,
467; largest buildings in the county,
467; strongest temperance town, 467;
effects of 1898 fire, 468; high school,
468; churches, 471; lodges, 471

Lowell School (view), 469

Lowell National Bank, 335

Lucas, Blaz A,, 732

Luetdke, Edward C., 806

Lukens, B. C., 669

Lukmann, Fred, 507

Lundquist, Albert G., 796

Luther, James H., 30, 70

Lutherans, 55, 166, 361, 369, 411

Lutz, George, 764

Maack, Albert, 858
MacCracken, Henry F., 749
Maloney, C. H., 867
Maney, David, 594
Manhattan Lumber Company, 772
Mankowski, Ignatius F., 515
Manlove, George H., 561
Marcovich, Wolf, 674
Mashino, William F., 799
Masonic bodies, 434
Masons, 373, 415
Mathews, John, 731
Matson, C., 632
Mattern, L. H., 610
Mayer, August, 809
Mayer, Charles H., 527
Mayne, C. M., 620
McArthur, A. R., 819
McCarty, Benjamin, 104, 149
McCarty, Mrs. Benjamin, 96
MecDaniel, Charles M., 513
McDaniel. C. M., 353
MecGarry, John E., 560
McGhee, Robert, 854
McGinnity, 0. S., 645
MecGwinn’s Indian village, 19
McKenzie, Maurice, 600
McKinley School, East Chicago (view),
423
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McNamee, Lawrence W., 813
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Meek, O. E., 745
Meeker, Charles H., 480
Meeker, J. Frank, 233, 578
Melin, D. D., 739
Melton, Arthur P., 851
Melton, Onis 0., 564
Mentzer, William, 829
Merrill, John P., 258
Merrillville, 54, 183
Merrillville School (view), 181
Merz, Henry G., 580
Message from La Salle, 22
Metealf, J. E., 558
Methodism at Whiting, 445
Methodist church workers, 94
Methodists, 51, 166, 362, 370, 407, 430
Methodists at Indiana Harbor, 433
Mexican War, 254
Meyer, John H., 165

. Meyer, John H., Jr., 165
Meyn, Peter W, 516
Michigan  Avenue,

(view), 435

Militia and war, 254
Miller, Alexander C., 765
Miller, Mark M., 640
Miller, Samuel, 36
Miller School (view), 171
Miller, W, A, 707
Miller, William W., 859
Miller’s Station, 171
Milligan, J. C., 857
Millikan, John, 248
Milner, Harry W., 777
Minas, Edward C.,, 518
Minas, Emil, 827
Miscellaneous figures for 1847, 111
Modern Farming (view), 114 -
Modern Woodmen of America, 379, 437
Modjeska, Isidore I., 520
Moe, Ingwald, 757
Mongrel schools, 202
Monon R. R., 268
Monteith, Mrs. S. J., 67
Moore, Ross F., 808
Moran, William J., 519
Moser, Peter J., 658
Mothers of large families, 98
Mott, Frederick R., 489
Mountain, John R., 820
Mrs. S. Monteith’s memories, 67
Mundell, James, 740
Munster, 175
Munster School (view), 176
Murray, William J., 773
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Muschelewicz, Paul, 760
Muskrats, 5, 26
Muzzall, T. A., 84

Nejdl, James J., 657

Nelson, F. E., 604

Nelson, J. 0., 718

New Chicago, 172

New England women, 95

Newest railroads, 277
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Newman, Paul C., 722
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Neunfeldt, August W., 582

Nickel Plate R. R., 268

Nichols, C. E., 496

Nicholson, Harry B., 593
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Normal school, 214

Norris, Karl D., 828

North, John A., 719

Northern Indiana Gas
‘Works, 301

Northern Lake County in 1834, 30

Northern State Bank, 334, 493

North Township, bounded, 72; created,
101; population, 115; valuation, 120;
area, 173; divided, 173; general view,
173; towns, 174; Dutch settlers of
1855, 175

Norton, E. Miles, 693

Norton, H. S, 542

Noted government messenger, 35

Nuppnan & Company, 763

Nuppnan, Charles P., 763

Nuppnan, W, H,, 763
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Oberlin, Thomas W., 547

0dd Fellows, 375, 415, 434

Ogden, S. W,, 655

Oilcloth and asphalt factories, 314

O’Keefe, Wallace J., 560

Okraj, John, 783

Old Baillytown, 32

Old Colfax district, 240

Old courtroom of historic memories, 102

Old District School No. 8 (view), 148

Old High School, Crown Point (view),
454
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Old part of Gary, 129

Old Robingon house, 38

Old Sac trail, 185

Old Settler and Historical Association, 79

Old Settlers’ Association, 66, 79
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Old-time Mail Coach (view), 33
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ciation, 81
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Owen, W. B, 761
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Packer, Charles P., Jr., 700

Painter, Walter S., 586

Palmer, 200
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Palmer, H, D., 228, 241

Pan Handle R. R., 267
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Gary (view), 382
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Works (view), 389

Parks, Beaumont, 651
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Parry, Roy G., 687
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Passing of the water fowl, 9
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Pattee, Frank B., 600

Patterson, James A., 236, 695
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Pearce, Michael, 161
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Petersen, H. C., 808
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Petry, Franklin, 779

Pettibone, Harvey, 242

Pettibone, Henry, 242

Phillips, William C., 849

Physical features, 1
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Pioneer banker of Crown Point, 156

Pioneer families, 288

Pioneer frozen to death, 78

Pioneer judges, 229

Pioneer legal field, 227

Pioneer mothers, 88

Pioneer picture, 61

Pioneer promoters of Crown Point, 104

Pioneer railway stations, 266

Pioneer stores in the Kankakee re-
gion, 20

Pioneers, 25

Playground at Wallace School, Calumet
Township (view), 132

Pleasant Grove, 41
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Plum Grove School (view), 159

Population, 144, 215

Postoffice of Lake Courthouse, 75

Pottawatomies, 16

Prairies and their products, 7

Pratt, A. J., 242
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Present Cedar Lake Township School
(view), 151

Present High School (view), 454

Present townships, 104

Pr;sent-day field of county education,
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Present-day judiciary, 233
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Press of Hobart, 252

Press of Lake County, 245

Prest, Frank D., 522

Prosperous era, 112

Public lands surveyed, 35
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Public Library, Crown Point (view), 451

Publilc Library, East Chicago (view),
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Public school system, Hobart Township,
460

Public school system, Gary, 396

Public schools, 351, 422

Pyatt, William, 715

Pyle, J. L., 626 .

Pythian Sisters, 377, 435

Quincy, W. C., 632

Railroads, 264

Railroads of thirty years ago, 269

Railroad yards and works, 282

Rajcany, Benedict, 625

Randall, Louise, 691

Reasons for slow growth of county, 63

Reclaiming the swamp lands in West
Creek Township, 199

Recollections of James H. Luther, 70

Recollections of Mrs. Nannie W. Ames,
137

Red Cedar Lake, 47, 77, 144, 145

Reed, John W., 842

Refining companies, 307

Reid, Murdoch & Company, 302

Reilley, Patrick, 567

Reilly, John F., 509

Reissig, Henry O., 552

Reiter, Virgil S., 234, 589

Relics and collections, 23

Religious statistics, 113

Remains of first settlers, 21

Remarkable growth of Gary, 116

Rentner, Albert, 856

Reppa, J. Kalman, 680 .

Report of Superintendent Canine, 424

Republic Iron and Steel Works, 309

Resort business, 151
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Rev. William Townley School, 209

Ricgn.rd Fancher and the fair grounds,
154 .

Richards, Thomas Y., 653

Ridgely, Edgar A, 745

Rigg, P. L., 603

Riley, Walter J., 736

Rise of the fresh beef business, 289

Rivet and bolt manufactory, 310

Roads, 119

Roberts, A. M., 789

Roberts, Victor K., 496

Robertsdale, 298

Robbins, Stillman A., 256

Robinson, Alexander, 17

Robinson, Maria, 90

Robinson, Sarah J., 209

Robinson, Solon, 36

Robinson’s Prairie, 73

Robinson, the trader chief, 17

Rockwell, William, 52

Rohde, John L., 573

Rooda, W. J., 639

Roper, Philip, Sr., 817

Ross, 131

Ross Township Consolidated School No.
10 (view), 181

Ross Township, origin of name, 105;
population, 116; valuation, 124; area,
180; named, 180; towns, 182; early
settlers, 182 . '

Ross, William, 34, 169, 180

Rout of the timber thieves, 101

Rundell, F. P., 792

Sacred Heart Catholic parish, 444

St. Adelbert’s parish, 446

St. Bridget’s parish, 464

St. Casimir’s Catholic Church, 368

St. Johannes’ German Evangelical Luth-
eran Church, 369

St. John Baptist Catholic Church, 445

St. Jobn Cantius Church, Indiana Har-
bor, 702

8t. John Township, created, 105; popu-
lation, 116; valuation, 124; area, 185;
pioneers, 186; churches, 187; towns,
188

St. John, the village, 188

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 363

St. Margaret’s Hospital, 245

St. Mary’s Church, Hammond, 372

8t. Mary’s Catholic Church, Indiana
Harbor, 431

St. Mary’s Greek Catholic Church, 445
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456
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cago, 675
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
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St. Stanislaus Church of East Chicago,
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Sands, James A., 834
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Sasse, Henry, Sr., 55, 77, 162

Sawmills and bridges, 56

Saxton, Ebenezer, 53, 183
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Scheidt, Edmund C., 736

Scherer, Nichols, 192

Schererville, 192

Schlieker, Alexander G., 733

Schmidt, Carl K., 687
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Schock, M. R., 695

School examiners, 213

School finances, 208
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Schools of Lake County, 202

School system of Gary, described, 399

Schrage, Henry, 439, 613

Schrage, W. R., 613

Schroeder, William J., 835

Schubich, Paul E., 640

Seritchfield, L. J., 617
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Seely, Ray, 839

Seehase, Otto C. F., 702
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Serais, Samuel, 780

Settlers around Red Cedar Lake, 47, 77

Settlers of 1834, 36
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Shanklin, Eldridge M., 548
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Shaubenee the Great, 16
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Shipping company formed, 290
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Soldiers’ Monument, 259

Soldiers’ Monument at Lowell (view),
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Solon Robinson’s historical synopsis, 42

Some English settlers, 55

Sommers, Harry W, 679

Southeast Grove, 156

Southeast Grove Cemetery Society, 158

Southside Trust and Savings Bank of
Gary, 334, 714

South Township, 101

Shakespeare Club, 347

Spanish-American war, 261

Specimen Indiana Cattle (view), 191

Spencer, Walter L., 655

Sportsmen, 10

Sproat, Erie G., 572

Spurrier, Reuben H.. 659

Squatter’s Union protects settlers, 58

Stachowiak, Anthony A., 704

Stamper, R. C., 641

Standard Oil Company, 177, 271, 439

Standard Oil Plant, 311

Standard Oil Company of Indiana, The,
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Lake County and the Calumet Region

CHAPTER I
NATURE IN LAKE COUNTY

Distinct PHYSICAL FEATURES—THE GRAND AND LITTLE CALUMET—
BaLL’s DEscrIPTION oF THE CALUMET REGION—THE Macic HanD
oF MAN—THE WoobLANDS OF LAKE CoUNTY—THE GrOVES—TEE
PrairiEs AND THEIR PrODUCTS—FLOWERS OF BRIGHT AND VARIED
Hue—GrAssEs OF THE COUNTY—LAKE PRAIRIE, GEM OF THE COUNTY
—THE WATERSHED—THE KANKAKEE REGION—THE PASSING OF THE
WaTER FowL—THE COMING OF THE SPORTSMEN—DRAINAGE AND
DircEES—DENUDED OF TIMBER.

Lake County forms the extreme northwestern corner of Indiana,
between Lake Michigan and the Kankakee River, with Porter County
on the east and Cook and Will counties, as well as the northern part
of Kankakee County, Illinois, on the west. It is sixteen miles in breadth
from east to west, and varies from twenty-seven to thirty-seven miles
from north to south, the general westward trend of Lake Michigan
being toward the north, and of the Kankakee River, toward the south.

The county comprises an area of land and marsh surface of about
five hundred square miles, and, according to the statutes of the
state its northern boundary, as a portion of the Commonwealth of
Indiana, also extends ten miles into the waters of Lake Michigan.
Although this fact may seem to some immaterial, it undoubtedly has
a very direct bearing upon the riparian rights of a number of big
corporations whose property abuts upon that body of water.

DisTiNcT PHYSICAL FEATURES

The physical features of Lake County, while not bold are distinct
and very interesting. TFirst comes the low, sandy Calumet region of
the north, netted by the Little and Grand Calumet rivers with the

1
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chain of little lakes in the northwestern part of Lake County and the
southeastern part of Cook County, south of Chicago.

Below the Little Calumet, toward the central portions of the county,
are the gentle uplands of Lake County, Deep River, its chief southern "
branch in that region, embracing the varied and pretty country north
and east of Crown Point.

Then comes the Divide, which sends the waters of the Calumet north
and those of the Kankakee south; in other words, the barrier between
the waterways of the Great Liakes and Mississippi River.

Southward from the Divide flow the main tributaries of the Kan-
kakee-—Eagle Creek, Cedar Creek and West Creek—watering a fertile
country of prairie lands and groves, and gradually seeping into a region
of marshes, islands, drained bottom lands and productive meadows and
farms.

THE GraAND AND LiTTLE CALUMET

The waterways of the Calumet region tributary to Lake Michigan
form one of the most complete system of protected harbors in the world,
and point to that section as a grand center of commercial and industrial
activity. The Little Calumet forms the outer rim of that region, loops
around toward the west into Cook County and joins the Grand Calumet
about a mile and a half southeast of Lake Calumet and some two miles
west of the Lake County line. The Little Calumet is much longer,
but neither so broad nor deep as the Grand. The main east and west
channels of the streams are only about three miles apart, and as the
Grand Calumet has both its source and its mouth in Lake Michigan,
quite a section of Northern Lake County is an island.

The Grand Calumet River is from one hundred and fifty to two
hundred feet wide and from fifteen to twenty feet deep. It rises in
Lake Michigan within two miles of the east line of Lake County, and
flows in a southwesterly direction through what is now the city of Gary
until it reaches a point about five miles south of the Great Lake, thence
northwest through East Chicago and Hammond and joins the Little
Calumet River just southwest of Hegewisch, after which it takes a
course north-of-east and empties into its source at South Chicago,
barely within the limits of Cook County.

BaLL’s DESCRIPTION OF THE CALUMET REGION

The imagination does not have to turn back many years to see the
Calumet rivers and the Calumet region in a state of nature. But it
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is well to see them both through the eyes of one who was as well ac-
quainted with the country and the people as any who has ever lived—
the late T. H. Ball, to whom all local historians are continually referring
and deferring. He said, thirty years ago: ‘‘The Calumet region of
the county of Lake is formed by a little winding, sluggish, grassy stream
of clear, pure water, which rises in Porter County and flows mainly
westward across the county of Lake into Illinois, and then, turning
back from the large Blue Island bluff in Cook County, flows again
mainly eastward nearly across Lake County. The strip of sand ridges,
low, narrow valleys and of marshes, between the two channels (the
Grand and the Little Calumet rivers) is from two to three miles wide.
That strip of land is fromn east to west sixteen miles in length and
varies but little anywhere from being three miles in breadth.

‘‘Following the natural windings of the stream the whole river course
in the county is, in round numbers, fifty miles. The area of the space
between the two channels is nearly fifty square miles. To this area
there are properly to be added twelve square miles between- the river
and Lake Michigan, and as much as eight square miles south of the
lower channel, making in all an area of seventy square miles included
in the term Calumet Region. i

‘‘The mouth of this stream on the shore of Lake Michigan is two miles
from the spot where it enters the county, and from that spot to this
mouth, by the channel of the river around by Blue Island, must be
seventy-five or eighty miles. It is not common to find a river, big or
small, that having made some twenty-three miles of westing, three of
southing and then seven of northing, doubling upon itself, flows back,
making twenty-one miles of easting.

““It was said that the water of this stream is clear and pure. 1t is
thus in its natural condition, inviting the lone loiterer along its margin
in summer time, to take a refreshing bath in its gently flowing, reedy,
limpid waters; but a large slaughter house and some factories have
largely injured, of late years, the purity of the water of the upper
channel. But with these, and the immense ice houses along this river
which seven great lines of railroad cross, this paper has nothing to do.

‘¢ About six hundred feet above the sea level, the comparatively low,
flat land through which this river flows, the many marshes, large and
small, the grass roots, pond lily roots and other herbage in the waters,
have made this region, through all its known history, a thriving home
for small fur-bearing animals. It has also been a favorite resort for
wild animals.

“In low water, in the summer, children can ford the southern
channel in many places; but in spring, or in the winter time, when the
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melting snow and heavy rainfalls fill to the brim the low banks (where
there are any), the overflow covers a large amount of surface, justifying
the expression of the early geographers that “the country around the
extreme south bay of Lake Michigan has the appearance of the sea
marshes of Louisiana.’ ”’

The testimony of the first generation of pioneers who settled in
Liake County is to the effect that the sand ridges along Lake Michigan
in the Calumet region were originally covered with a valuable growth
of pine and cedar, which was stripped off to assist in the upbuilding of
Chicago. But even as early as the late ’40s one was writing of Lake
County: ‘‘In the northeast the sand hills are very abrupt and have
yet some good pine timber, although very difficult to obtain.”’ And
another: ‘‘Near Lake Michigan the country has extensive sand hills
which are covered only with stunted and shriveled pines and burr oaks.’’

“I am glad,”” says Mr. Ball, ‘‘that I was on those great piles of
sand so often and saw with my own eyes the great pine trees as early
as 1837, before the white settlers had made much impression on the
vegetation or the sand hills. Large and delicious were the high bush
huckleberries that grew on these high sand hills, and very abundant
were the fragrant wintergreen berries. Mr. L. W. Thompson, now
living in Hammond, born July 14, 1814, remembers well the pines and
wintergreens, and he thinks the pines were twenty inches in diameter,
as the logs were sawed at the City West sawmill.”’

TaE Macic HaND oF MAN

‘When Mr. Ball wrote, the Calumet region had not been smirched by
any big industry except the slaughter house at Hammond; ice was
being cut in immense quantities, but that industry left the waters of
its rivers and little lakes clear and pure. A few years afterward, the
Standard Oil Company commenced to build its gigantic plant at Whit-
ing, and within a decade the whole face of the region was changed,
while the past fifteen years have made the Calumet region an industrial
checker-board, its hundreds of factories connected by natural and arti-
ficial waterways and a network of ironways, every atom of air vibrating
with industrial thunders, the waters varicolored with refuse and the
sky shaded with a thousand lines and clouds of smoke. Not only great
manufactories have sprung from the marshes, but whole cities, and
their appearance is forever removed from that of ‘‘the sea marshes
of Louisiana.”’

Of late years especially, the transformation has been so rapid that
it requires a strong mental effort, even on the part of those who resided
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in Lake County when the Calumet region was hardly touched by the
honest, stirring, but dirty fingers of industry, to picture the lonely
sand ridges and marshes between Lake Michigan and the Little Calumet.
There grew the white pine and red cedar, and several species of oak;
also great patches of huckleberries, cranberries and wintergreen berries.
From Tolleston alone, 214 miles from Lake Michigan and about the
same distance from the Little Calumet, 1,000 bushels of huckleberries
have been shipped in a single season. Thirty years ago, the opti-
mists of the region even anticipated that these dreary, tangled
marshes and sand ridges might be made to produce cranberries in com-
mercial quantities. Sassafras was also native to the region, and hun-
dreds of old-fashioned housewives were hopeful that something might
yet come out of the Calumet region.

The Calumet region was formerly a favorite haunt for ducks—mal-
lard, blue wing teal and all the rest—while the northern diver or
loon, and rice and reed birds helped to make the marshes lively and
endurable.

When the first whites commenced to settle in and near the Calumet
region, the Pottawatomies were unwillingly about to leave it for the
West beyond the Mississippi. Not only that tribe, but the Miamis and
others, had fished, trapped and hunted in its marshes, streams and lakes.
The region was rich in waterfowl, and simply prodigal of muskrats
and mink. White trappers succeeded the Indians and until thirty
vears ago the waterways of the Calumet district shared the honors of
the Kankakee region as among the most valuable fur-bearing sections
of the Middle West. The greatest trapping grounds were along the
Grand and the Little Calumet, near the present City of Gary, espe-
cially south of Tolleston. It was estimated by those who had expe-
rience as trappers that as late as the fall of 1883 there were forty thou-
sand rats on the lands claimed by the Tolleston Club Company and that
for some years previously the season’s ‘‘take’’ had averaged some
thirty thousand.

Huckleberry and cranberry, duck and rice bird, muskrat and mink,
have long ago been displaced by man and his artifices, although there
are still thousands of acres of land unoccupied; and we no longer wait
upon Nature for the bestowal of pleasure or prosperity in the Calumet
region.

THE WoopLaNDs OF LAKE CouNTY

South of the Little Calumet, in Lake County, commence what have
been called the clay lands, or woodlands, comprising those beautiful
openings in groves or forests of oak and hickorv. Tn early times this
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region extended well toward the fringe of the Kankakee marshes in
the southern portion of the county. In the edge of these woodlands
or openings would often be found a dense growth of hazel bushes, and
in other localities, crabapples, plum trees, slippery elm, ash, sassafras,
huckleberries, wild currants, gooseberries, blackberries, strawberries,
hawthorn, white-thorn, ironwood, poplar, black walnut and rock-maple.

This woodland region extended originally south to Turkey Creek,
a western branch of Deep River which drains the north-central portion
of the county, and along the eastern edge of the county to Eagle Creek
prairie. Toward the west it covered portions of Eastern and Southern
St. Johns Township and much of Hanover, while toward the south the
woods embraced the central tier of sections in Cedar Creek Township
and the northern portions of West Creek Township to a point below
Lowell.

THE GROVES

Besides these strips or belts of continuous woodland, there were the
four large groves—School, southeast of Crown Point and east of the
fair grounds; Southeast, about a mile southwest of LeRoy and west of
Eagle Creek; Plum, on the western edge of Eagle Creek Township, some
three and a half miles southwest of Southeast Grove; and Orchard,
just west of Plum Grove, along the northern fringe of the Kankakee
region.

In all this region of woodlands and groves, the clay-soil is quite near
the surface. These tracts were, above all, the prolific mother of wild
flowers, and in the spring the ground was almost literally covered with
such bright blossoms as anemones, spring beauties, buttercups and blue
violets.

Meadowlarks, bluejays, wrens, thrushes, sparrows, swallows, hum-
ming-birds and woodpeckers, robins, crows, grouse, prairie chickens,
wild turkeys, and even eagles, were at home in these central and southern
regions of Lake County, and the toads, and frogs, and snakes, too
numerous in the marshes of the Calumet and Kankakee regions, were
fortunately not adapted to live comfortably in the dryer woodlands and
groves.

There are a number of pine groves in Lake County, although by no
stretch of the imagination could it be called a pine tree state. The
largest and probably the only native pine grove in the county covers
ten acres about two miles south of Turkey Creek, in the northwest
quarter of section 14, township 35, range 8. Originally the ground was
almost a swamp. The grove is several miles distant from any other
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native pines that have not been transplanted, and to account for this
compact body of trees has been a puzzle to botanists, experts in forestry
and old settlers.

A number of smaller pine groves are found in the prairie region
north of the Kankakee, the trees of which were taken when small from
their native sand hills bordering Lake Michigan. North of the center
of St. John’s Township is a grove of native pines, transplanted to the
sand ridge which they now cover, and about five miles south of Crown
Point is a tract of several acres covered with Austrian and Scotch
pines. The latter is the largest and finest grove of European pines in
Lake County. 4 ‘

THE PRAIRIES AND THEIR PRODUCTS

The prairie tracts of Lake County are in its south-central sections,
chiefly between the headwaters of Deep River and those of Eagle, Cedar
and West creeks, the former a branch of the Little Calumet, and the
latter tributaries of the Kankakee. The soil of these districts is deeper
and more productive than the clayey soil of the woodlands, being often
of a black mold. From it sprung the true prairie grass, the rosin weed,
or polar plant, and the burdock, or dock. In the early times the settlers
of the prairies well remembered the fierce fires which swept in from the
Grand Prairie of Illinois, feeding, as they did, upon the resin of the
polar plant. It grew from five to seven feet high in Central Lake
County, and when first attacked by the oncoming flames threw up high
columns of dense smoke. The resin plant also served the same purpose
as the spruce tree of New England; the pioneer children of the prairies
gathered from it a gum which could not be excelled for purity and, in
midsummer, the supply was unlimited. The burdock, or prairie dock,
exuded resin, but not so abundantly ; nor was the product so palatable.
Both of these typical plants of the prairie regions of Lake County have
almost disappeared.

FLowEers oF BRriGHT AND VARIED HUE

Again we turn to Mr. Ball for pictures of the prairie lands in a
state of nature: ‘‘And then, in June, July and August, and until the
frosts came, the other plants of the prairies of some forty or fifty
specimens at least were in bloom, adding their own beauty to the green
and luxuriant verdure. Among these flowering plants, abundant and
beautiful, grew in immense beds the phlox, probably of two or three
specimens; also a tall plant with a red.flower, once called from the tuber
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from which it grew, potato plant. There was also the beautiful meadow
lily ; and there were others, bright and beautiful, the colors very rich,
peculiar to the moist or lowland of the prairie, found in the edges of the
marshes.

““On Tuesday, October 14th of this year (1884), on a little portion
of Lake Prairie Cemetery, where is still the original prairie sod, the
writer of this picked specimens of twenty-five different species of the
original prairie plants; and there were among them none of those very
bright, richly colored blossoms of the lower prairie growth. One close
observer of nattire, who is accustomed to the wild haunts here, says
that the number of prairie plants is two or three hundred. One
characteristic of many of these larger plants is a peculiar roughness;
and several of the plants are resinous.

GRrasSes OF THE COUNTY

““The true upland prairie grass has thus far been recognized. The
grass growth of the whole county may here be noticed. Probably from
fifty to a hundred species were native here. Some varieties made poor,
but many kinds made excellent hay. Some varieties grew about one foot
high, some were two and three, some five and six feet in height. Some
of the woodland grass was only a few inches in height. Some species
had a small, almost wiry blade; some a broad blade; some varieties had
a reedlike stem with blades like the blades of maize. The stem ot one
variety was three-sided. Wild pea vines growing with some of the
grass aided in making excellent winter provender. With some also

grew wild parsnip. Wild onions and wild parsnip were in some parts
abundant.”’

LAKE PRAIRIE, GEM OF THE COUNTY

Lake prairie was the most famous tract of that nature in Lake
County. Westward and southward for miles from the Lake of the Red
Cedars, it stretched—first a level floor of emerald green, rolling off in
gentle billows into the horizon. Lake prairie has been called the gem
of the county, and certainly those who were so fortunate as to become
residents on its fertile soil rested there contentedly and admiringly.
It takes its name from the beautiful, romantic and historic lake in the
southwest-central part of the county, which it partially cloaks.

THE WATERSHED

The ridge or highland which marks the watershed dividing the head
streams of the Calumet from those of the Kankakee region enters Lake
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County in section 36, township 35, range 10, near the headwaters of
West Creek. It then bears southeastwardly to a high ridge a quarter
of a mile north of Red Cedar Lake. The divide then passes along a
low curving ridge which is its most sharply defined section in the
county, and thence three miles eatsward over a timbered tableland to a
point about two miles south of Crown Point. Thence it crosses sections
17 and 16, through School Grove, and southeastwardly along the east side
of old Stoney Creek of the Kankakee system, and in section 31, at what"
is now the site of LeRoy, the divide reaches its extreme southern point
in Indiana, eighteen miles from Lake Michigan. Thence it turns north-
ward, around the head of the south branch of Deep River, of the Calu-
met system, and passing between that and Eagle Creek it bears in a
generally northeastward direction, leaving Lake County east of Crown
Point, only about a mile and a half south of its point of entrance.

THE KANKAREE REGION

The 60,000 acres of lowlands in the southern part of the county,
stretching completely across it from three to six miles north of the
Kankakee River, embrace the richest of the bottom lands; but as they
were generally under water in the early times it is only within a com-
paratively recent period that their productiveness has been utilized.
But within the Kankakee region was long harbored a wealth of vegetable
and animal life which made that section of Lake County quite famous
in the eyes of travelers, naturalists and sportsmen. For years it was
the paradise of the white and the yellow lily and the cattail, as well
as the blackbird, the bobolink and the muskrat. The cranberry was
also a native of the marshes. The swamps also had quite a timber
growth of ash, elm, sycamore, birch, willow, maple and cottonwood,
while on the islands, which are generally sandy, were clusters. of oak,
hickory, sycamore, beech, walnut and maple. Most of the wooded tracts
in the Kankakee marsh are in the southeastern corner of the county,
as many as six sections in that region being originally covered with
timber, mostly with ash and elm, with some sycamore and gum trees.

THE PassiNg oF THE WATER FowL

The most interesting feature of the Kankakee region, which is by
no means a dead letter, is the abundant life of the water fowl. In the
’30s and ’40s professional trappers and hunters made a regular and
profitable business of gathering: in the muskrats and ducks and geese
by the thousands, some making their homes on the islands and others
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on the banks of the river. Among the best known of these characters
was a man named Seymour, whose headquarters were for many years
just south of Hebron, a short distance over the Lake County line in
Porter. He lived to see the commencement of the twentieth century,
and retained his faculties to the last. He thought the white cranes and
swan made nests in the marsh region in the early ’30s, but was not
certain. In regard to the sand cranes, the wild geese, the ducks, the
heron and the smaller water fowl, he had no doubt as to their nests.

Many years ago the wild geese made their nests on sections 4, 5 and
18, at the eastern extremity of the county, and the swimming and feed-
ing grounds for young and old were given the names of Goose Pond
and Hog Marsh. In that locality, as elsewhere in the Kankakee region,
the wild geese congregated in large numbers as late as the ’80s. In the
northeastern edge of the marsh was Plum Grove, and just south was a
pretty knoll which seemed to be a favorite observation point for the
great migratory flocks. They came in unusual numbers in 1882, and
one of the old hunters of the region says: ‘‘From four o’clock in the
morning until about nine o’clogk, different flocks would arrive at this
grass knoll until some five acres would be literally covered with these
beautiful water fowls, apparently as thickly crowded as they could
stand.”’ '

The wild geese, brants, ducks, sand-hill cranes, and the other timid
fowl of the Kankakee region, have generally deserted that section of
the county as breeding grounds and permanent homes. Locomotives and
sportsmen’s clubs are mainly responsible for their exodus; but the
marshes still harbor many nesting places of the blue heron, the bittern,
the mud-hen, the snipe and the plover.

THE COMING OF THE SPORTSMEN

Some of the steps leading to the changed conditions in the Kankakee
marshes are thus described by Mr. Ball in ‘‘Northwestern Indiana’’:
‘“‘Several years ago, before the days of steam dredges on the Kankakee
Marsh, as that region had been a great trapping and hunting and camp-
ing ground for Indians, so it became an attractive region for white
sportsmen. Not hunters were they, nor yet trappers, but simply sports-
men, killing wild animals for the sake of killing. Sportsmen’s homes
were built at different places on the north side of the river, and persons
came from various cities to enjoy wild life, to shoot wild game. On
section 16, township 32, range 9, there was a beautiful grove. In those
years, quite far back, it was an island—marsh, with water all around it.
The surface among the trees was quite level and largely covered with
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beautiful moss. Being on section 16, it was called School Grove Island.
In these later years it is called Oak Grove. It is still a grove, but not
an island.

““Its first inhabitant when it was an island was John Hunter, a
true frontier hunter and trapper, living for years that secluded trapper
life along the Kankakee, camping on different islands. He at length
made this island his home.

‘‘Heath & Milligan, of Chicago, bought some land on the island, and
with eight other men built, in the fall of 1869, a house for a sports-
men’s resort. It was called Camp Milligan. From Chicago and other
cities men would come with their guns, spend a few days, register in a
book kept for the purpose their success, pay their bills and depart. A
regulation of this camp was that no game should be sold. It was not
designed for hunters.

‘‘Some records are these: ‘Eight men in a few days shot 65 snipes
and 513 ducks; four men, days not given, shot 50 snipes and 515 ducks.

‘‘ ‘September 11th, Sunday; no shooting.

‘“ ‘Shooting from September 1st to 17th, except Sunday.’

‘“‘Certainly those sportsmen of thirty years ago left a good example
for the sportsmen of today, an example which is not very closely fol-
lowed. G. M. Shaver (caretaker of the camp) shot in one year 1,100
ducks and water fowl. He, no doubt, could sell.

‘‘In 1871 some Englishmen visited Camp Milligan. One was William
Parker, understood to be a member of the English nobility, accom-
panied by an older man, Captain Blake.

““In 1872 they returned with a still younger Parker, bought land,
laid out quite an amount of money, established Cumberland Lodge,
besides a dwelling house and barns, built kennels and brought from
England some sixteen very choice hunting dogs of different varieties
and other choice blooded English dogs, also some Alderney cows and
some horses, obtaining also a black bear and some foxes, and seemed to
be laying a foundation for an English country seat.

‘‘The Parker brothers made a very favorable impression, but for
reasons not made public disposed of their costly establishment, and
probably returned to England. Their place (the name Cumberland
Lbdge being retained) went into the hands of some business men of
Chicago, some of them very gentlemanly, who kept it up for many years
as a sportsmen’s clubhouse.”’

DRAINAGE AND DITCHES

Although the drainage of the Kankakee region was commenced as
early as 1854, under the State Act of 1852 providing for the draining
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of swamp lands, little progress was made until thirty years afterward,
when the steam dredges got to work. Even now there are probably not
to exceed a hundred miles of ditches, the construction of which was
paid for by a general assessment on the benefited lands. The main
courses are known as the Singleton Ditch (named from W. F. Single-
ton, formerly agent of the Lake County Agricultural Society), the
Ackerman, the Griesel and the Brown ditches. As a result of this
drainage considerable areas of rich lands have been brought into use
and successfully cultivated to both vegetables and grain. But, taken
as a whole, the Kankakee region is the nearest to nature of any portion
of Lake County.

DENUDED OF TIMBER

The Kankakee Valley has a main elevation of 90 feet above Lake
Michigan and 160 above the level of the Wabash River. Some portions
of the lands which lie therein are so raised above the general surface
of the bottom lands that they were often entirely surrounded by water
and were called islands. Notwithstanding the artificial drainage, this
still holds good to a considerable extent. The most prominent of these
old-time islands in Lake County were Beach Ridge, Red Oak, Warner,
Fuller, Brownell, Lalley, Curve, Skunk, Long White Oak, Round White
Oak, South, and Wheeler. Originally they were covered with a heavy
growth of timber, but the farmers living on the prairies north of the
marshlands stripped them for building purposes, fencing and fuel, and
the natural growth has never been replaced. As late as the ’80s hauling
timber from these islands and from the ash swamp further east was the
farmer’s winter harvest in the Kankakee region. It was called ‘‘swamp-
ing,”’ but is a thing of the past; and most of the old-time ‘‘islands’’ are
now cultivated and productive farms.
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‘What is now Lake County was along the primitive highways of
travel, which were rudely traced before the coming of the white man,
between the populous Indian regions of the Northeast and the North
and that grand western outlet toward the Mississippi, the Valley of the
Illinois. To use a homely illustration, when you ‘‘cut across lots’’ you
instinctively select the path of the easiest grades—the line of the least
resistance. So it has always been with the migratory routes across the
United States, or any other country, whether selected by Indians or
whites, afoot, horseback or in wagons; whether by canal builders or
railroad engineers. It is the old story of a study in the saving of
labor, which is at the basis of progress and civilization. *

Ax Hisroric ‘‘SHORT-CUT”’

‘What is now Northwestern Indiana—and to a noteworthy degree
Lake County—was a very important section in the Great Short-Cut
from the lands of the Chippewas and the Iroquois, from the territories
of the Sacs and Miamis and Pottawatomies, to the prairies of the Illini
and the Sioux.

As Lakes Erie and Michigan obtruded themselves southward from
the Great Chain and the most populous and fertile districts of the East
were in a latitude not far from their southern extremities, while the
teeming prairies of the West lay in substantially the same zone, it was

13
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inevitable that the continuous migrations induced by wars and racial
pressures should be along the comparatively easy grades. By water and .
by land, generation after generation, these migrations poured along
from East to West, and no strip of soil has been more ceaselessly worn
by foot of man and beast than that which lies between the foot of Lake
Michigan and the banks of the Kankakee.

INpIAN TRAILS THROUGH THE COUNTY .

The most famous Indian route wthin the present limits of Lake
County was known as the Sac Trail, and crossed Northwestern Indiana
(LaPorte, Porter and Lake counties) in a generally southwesterly direc-
tion to Joliet, which marked the western limits of the Sac country.
From the main Sac trail a branch struck southward near the Lake of
the Red Cedars and across Lake Prairie to the rapids of the Kankakee,
at the present site of Momence, Illinois. Another trail came in from
the east and hugged the shores of Lake Michigan, leading to Fort Dear-
born, afterward Chicago. The last-named was much used by the Potta-
watomies. Indians, traders, travelers, scouting parties, military expe-
ditions and frontiersmen passed along these trails before the wagons of
the pioneers widened them out with their wheel tracks.

La SaLLE aND His BRrAVES

It is an unprofitable matter of conjecture as to how early the dusky
children of the Upper Lakes region commenced to make tracks across
the country bordering Lake Michigan on their way toward the Mis-
sissippi Valley, or when the Iroquois and other eastern tribes begun to
push in along their own trails.

But it is quite certain that the intrepid and executive La Salle, with
his companions and followers, was the first white man to test these
Indian trails, which even in his time (1680) were old. The waters and
the marshes of the Kankakee, alive with water fowl, muskrats and mink,
must have been a welcome sight to the chevalier, who had as sharp an
eye for the fur-trade as for exploration and discovery. We also remem-
ber how he united the tribes of the Ohio and Illinois valleys against
the invading Iroquois, and it must have been largely along these trails,
not far from the southern shores of Lake Michigan, that the Miamis,
Pottawatomies and other tribes of the Middle West migrated, to after-
ward gather in the Valley of the Illinois under La Salle’s leadership
and make such an effective stand against their fierce enemies of the East.
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LASALLE IN THE LAKE REGION
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HisTory AND CONJECTURE

Lake County was a part of New France until 1763, when the Treaty
of Paris gave it to England—with considerable other territory. Soon

after the War of the Revolution residents of the old Atlantic States .

commenced to long for the country beyond the Alleghenies. The regions
south of the Ohio first engaged their attention for purposes of settlement,
although the great territory northwest of the Ohio to the Mississippi
River was blocked out as part of the domain of the United States in 1887,
soon after the close of the Revolutionary war. The organic act under
which the Northwest Territory was organized provided that that great
domain was never to be divided into more than five states; which acecounts
for Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin—and no more.
There is every probability that there were both French and English
fur stations in the Calumet and the Kankakee regions; in fact, certain
venerable Pottawatomies, who were in the Calumet region when the first
whites located, asserted that tradition had it that in La Salle’s time the
French traders had a post on Deep River near what was afterward the
site of Liverpool, at the union of that stream with the Little Calumet.

THE POTTAWATOMIES IN A MAJORITY

‘When Fort Dearborn was established just around the southernmost
loop of Liake Michigan, the Pottawatomies were in the decided majority
throughout all the adjacent country of Northeastern Illinois and North-
western Indiana, and thus they continued until their wholesale departure
from the Hoosier State in 1836.

SHAUBENEE, THE GREAT

Until that year the Pottawatomies were familiar to the few pioneers
who had located within the present limits of Lake County, and several
of the most famous chiefs of the tribe were well known to them and
closely associated with the primitive history of Fort Dearborn and
Chicago. Shaubenee, who for twenty years was head chief of the
Pottawatomies, Ottawas and Chippewas, was a grandnephew of Pontiac,
the famous Ottawa, and a contemporary of Tecumseh and Black Hawk.
Born in Canada in 1775, when twenty-five years of age he accompanied
a hunting party to the Pottawatomie country and married a daughter
of the principal chief of that tribe, whose village stood on the site of
the Chicago of today.
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When forty years of age Shaubenee was war chief of both the
Ottawas and Pottawatomies, and was next in command to Tecumseh at
the battle of the Thames. When Tecumseh fell, Shaubenee ordered a
retreat, whch concluded his warfare with the whites. He was deposed
as war chief, but continued to be the principal peace chief of the
Ottawas, Chippewas and Pottawatomies. Shaubenee died in Grundy
County, Illinois, on the south bank of the river by that name, in 1859,
being eighty-four years of age. Although he never lived in Indiana, his
name and fame were high among the Indians of Lake County.

RoBiNsON, THE TRADER CHIEF

Alexander Robinson, or Chee-Chee-Bing-Way (Blinking Eyes), as he
was known in the Indian tongue, was not as great a man among his
people as Shaubenee, but is closely related to the wild life of the Calumet
region before the civilization of the whites became planted therein.
There is said to have run through his veins blood from Indian, French
and English sources. He was able and enterprising and in 1809, while
still a young man, he was in the employ of John Jacob Astor and engaged
in the transportation of corn around the head of Liake Michigan, as well
as the purchase of furs. This grain was raised by the Pottawatomies
and was taken to Chicago for sale and export in bark-woven sacks on
the backs of ponies.

In August, 1812, while engaged in these occupations, he was making
a canoe voyage to Fort Dearborn, when some friendly Miamis hailed him
from the shore and warned him to avoid that post, as ‘‘it would storm
tomorrow.’” On the 15th of that month occurred the Fort Dearborn
massacre, for which the Pottawatomies are responsible. But the warning
of the Miamis fortunately saved Robinson from any portion of the
stigma attached to that horrible affair, as he left his canoe at the mouth
of the Big Calumet and passed the succeeding winter in hunting and
trapping in the Calumet region. In 1825, the year before the Pottawa-
tomies ceded all their lands in Indiana to the General Government by
the Mississinewa Treaty, he became the principal chief of that tribe, and
four years afterward married a woman of the Calumet region who was
three-fourths Indian. At that time there was no more widely known
character in Northwestern Indiana or Northeastern Illinois than Alex-
ander Robinson. His headquarters were at Chicago, his journeys for the
purchase of furs extended as far south as the Wabash River, and his
word was law with the now peaceful Pottawatomies.

‘It is claimed that he, as a Pottawatomie chief, evidently a trader

rather than a warrior, called together an Indian council at Chicago
Vol.1 —~2
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during the Black Hawk War (1832), and it is said that in 1836, when
the great body of this tribe met for the last time in Chicago, received
their presents and started for the then wild West, this trader. chief
went with them. But, like Shaubenee, who also went out to see his
people settled in their new home, he soon returned and passed his last
years on the Des Plaines River.”” The claim is made that Robinson
was one hundred and four years of age at the time of his death—in
many ways a remarkable man—a veritable link between the restless,
migratory red man and the more settled and patient white man.

PEACEPUL INDIAN LIFE OF THE CALUMET

One of those home-loving, patient, observing whites who came to
Lake County during the keenly impressible period of early boyhood and
remained within its bounds until his life was closed by an active old
age, has written of this transitional stage of humankind: ‘‘The writer
of this article had an opportunity to visit the Indian wigwams on the
shore of Lake Michigan in the summer and fall of 1837—to see the
squaws at their work, the children at their play, the fires in the centers
of their frail structures and the hunters as they returned from a suc-
cessful chase. He saw their roasted venison and had an opportunity to
partake of it. He saw their large birch-bark canoes and the Indian
boys of his own age spearing fish. He often saw parties of Indian men
and squaws, with the pappooses in their blankets behind their mothers,
riding on their ponies one after the other in true Indian file; and he
saw some of them in the attitude of mourners beside some graves at a
little Indian burial ground. Something therefore of the reality of
peaceful Indian life not far from the banks of the Calumet he has seen.

*‘A similar life, with some quarrels and strife, some scenes perhaps
of war and bloodshed, we may suppose the Red Men to have passed for
the last two hundred years. For them the Calumet Region must have
been peculiarly attractive as furnishing so many muskrats and mink for
fur, so many fish and water fowls for food. The opening of a channel
from the Calumet between the present Wolf and Calumet lakes, by
pushing their canoes through a soft and muddy region, is attributed to
the trapper Indians who were here nearly a hundred years ago. This
gave them a new and shorter outlet to the great lake. Of the number
of Pottawatomies who claimed their special home along our fifty miles
of river channel no accurate estimate can now be made. The probability
is that there were only a few hundred.”’
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McGwINN’s INDIAN VILLAGE

Until the white man’s era fairly commenced in Lake County, the
regions around Red Cedar Lake and along the Kankakee River were
also favored haunts of the Pottawatomies. Away from the northern
and southern marshes they cultivated corn and grapes to some extent
and few there were who were not experts at the gathering of maple
sap and its manufacture into syrup and sugar. As late as 1834 they
had quite a village south of Turkey Creek, at what was known as
‘Wiggin’s Point, now Merrillville. It was then called McGwinn’s Village.
It contained a large plat of smooth and well-worn ground for dancing,
sixteen trails leading from it in all directions. A few rods distant was
the village burial ground, the best known Indian cemetery in Lake
County, which at the time it was first observed by white settlers con-
tained about one hundred graves. At its center was planted a pole about
twenty feet high from which fluttered a white flag. The site of the
village and cemetery seemed to be well chosen, being at the juncture of
the woodlands and prairies. A few black walnut trees grew there, very
few of that variety being native to the county. It has been suggested that
the black walnut may have had some special significance, or sacredness,
to the Pottawatomie mind, as several of these trees were also found near
an Indian cemetery on the northeastern shore of the Red Cedar Lake.

BURIAL AND DaNcINg (GROUNDS

At Big White Oak Island, in the Calumet region, was another large
Indian cemetery. At Crown Point was a small garden and on the heights
Indians often camped, but no permanent village or burial place is known
to have been established in that locality.

As a rule wherever there was a village a dancing ground and a burial
ground were found; both were necessary for the gathering of any con-
siderable number of Indians and the founding of anything resembling
permanent abodes.

The dances were usually according to settled custom. The Pottawa-
tomies would form a line according to age, the oldest first, the little
children last. They danced in lines, back and forth, and the music was
furnished by an old chief, a young chief and a venerable Indian, who
sat on the ground and shook dried corn in gourds. The song which
accompanied these rattlings repeated the name of the principal chief
over and over. After the dance all feasted on venison soup and green
corn, stewed id iron kettles and served in wooden trenchers with wooden
ladles. .
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How THEY Livep, DRESSED AND MOVED

The usual camping places of the Pottawatomies in Lake County
were along the banks of the Calumet rivers and the shores of the lakes,
at the groves in the southern part of the county and on the islands of
the Kankakee region. When they cultivated gardens and raised corn,
fruits or vegetables, they lived in well-constructed wigwams. These
were made of poles driven into the ground, the tops converging, and
around the circle formed by the poles were wound flags or rushes. The
Indian man wore a calico shirt, leggins, moccasins and a blanket; the
squaw, a broadcloth skirt and blanket. The Indians along the Kankakee
marsh kept a good many ponies, which, when migrating, they loaded
heavily with furs and tent-matting. They also used canoes for journey-
ing up and down the river. During the winter the men were busy
trapping, usually camping in some of the groves bordering the marsh;
Orchard. Grove was one of their most popular ‘‘winter resorts.’”” If
the winter was very severe they suffered accordingly, getting short of
provisions and losing many of their ponies.

Lost INTEREST IN EcCcoNOMY

In the early times the Pottawatomies not only trapped large numbers
of muskrats and mink, but many raccoons, which they sold for over a
dollar apiece. It is said ‘‘they trapped economically until they were
about to leave forever the hunting grounds of their forefathers. They
then seemed to care little for the fur interests of those who had purchased
their lands, and were destroying, as well as trapping, when some of the
settlers interfered.”’ As we shall see, the white trappers knew on which
side their bread was buttered, and for many years after the last of the
Pottawatomies left the country were even able to eat cake from the
profits of the fur trade drawn from the Calumet and the Kankakee
regions.

PIONEER STORES IN THE KANKAKEE REGION

The trade of the Kankakee region, and the constant travel through
it of trappers and traders, induced several Frenchmen to open stores
on the best known islands. On Red Oak Island there were two stores
kept by French traders named Bertrand and Lavoire, both of whom
had Indian wives. At Big White Oak one Laslie, a Frenchman also
with an Indian wife, kept a store; and there were others.

As a rule, the most friendly relations existed between these French-
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Indian merchants and traders and the pure white pioneers of the Kanka-
kee region. A father and son of the latter class, who remained over night
at one of these stores, having been delayed while searching the marshes
for stray horses, tell of a pleasant New Year’s morning which they passed
at the store on Big White Oak Island.

The neat Indian housewife gave them clean blankets out of the
stock, and treated them courteously and so generously that she refused
to receive pay. New Year’s morning of 1839 dawned. The native
children of the encampment gathered, some thirty in number, and the
oldest Indian present, a venerable man, gave to each of the little ones
a silver half dollar as a New Year’s gift. That was their custom.
And more and more touching—as each child received the shining silver
it repaid the old wrinkled Indian with a kiss.

REMAINS OF FIRST SETTLERS AND TRAVELERS

The most striking evidences of primitive life found in Lake County
have been discovered in its southern sections. Within the last seventy
years various ‘‘finds’’ have been made by old settlers, in the prosecution
of every-day improvements, and the plowing of the soil, which have
been of interest not only to local antiquarians but to archaeologists of
national reputation.

The first noteworthy deposits to be discovered were near the north-
west corner of section 33, township 33, range 8 west, in the vieinity of
Orchard Grove. There, in the late ’40s the trappers and pioneers found
two mounds. As soon as the plow bit into them, they commenced to yield
their contents—human skeletons, arrow heads and pottery; and the work
of exhumation and discovery has gone on from year to year.

On the northeastern shores of the Lake of the Red Cedars, under
the shelter of a large bluff, is the old Pottawatomie burial ground, of
which mention has been made. How long the Indians had lingered and
died in that vicinity ‘‘history saith not.”” But to the story.

YIELDING SKELETONS AND HISTORY

In October, 1880, two young men whose father lived near Lowell
and had purchased a mill site at the head of the lake commenced to make
excavations for the foundations. The spot selected was a little mound
on the lake shore, sloping eastward, westward and southward, with a
gentle declination northward. At that time a railroad was being built
along the westward shore of the lake, the beautiful and sunny knoll had
been the camp of a gay party of tourists the summer before, and every-
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thing seemed to breathe of today. On the edge of the southern slope,
a few feet from the water line, there was a winding line of burr-oaks.
The old Indian cemetery was ninety rods east of the mound.

The young men had not plowed two feet under before they struck
a mass of human remains and soon turned up about a dozen skeletons,
a few rodent bones and some large shells. A few days afterward T. H.
Ball, whose youth had been spent on the west side of Cedar Lake, accom-
panied by his son, who had made various archaeological explorations
and studies in the far West, visited the locality and made further search
under the first of the burr-oaks. Let him tell what he found then, as
well as thirty years before: ‘‘Soon he found a piece of lead ore, bearing
the marks of having been cut by some instrument, then a single arrow
head, and next an entire skeleton. One large root of the oak passed over
and seemed to press hard upon the skull, and another large root passed
between the lower limbs.

““The waters of the lake were flashing in the bright beams of the
warm October sun, the leaves of the oaks and hickory trees were just
beginning to assume their gorgeous autumn hues, when the bones, the
framework of this human form were unearthed. When and amid what
circumstances had that form been there laid in earth ¢

‘‘The head of the skeleton was eastward. The tree was soon removed
and under its roots was found another skeleton with the head toward
the west. And not far away was soon afterward another unearthed.
In all twenty were exhumed.

““From three counts of the rings of annual growth, that scrubby tree
was found to be about two hundred years old. The circumstances indi-
cated that the burial took place before the tree began to grow. We
find, then, man at the Red Cedar Lake more than two hundred years ago.
The size of the bones, the jaws well filled with teeth, indicate that these
remains were all of men between twenty-five and forty-five years of age,
not quite six feet in height; and from the want of order in the burial,
the promiscuous heaping together of the bodies and the absence of
tomahawks, arrow-heads and other weapons, it is inferred that these
were vanquished warriors, members of a tribe where lead ore existed,
and who in a stern conflict fell before the valor of the dwellers by the
lake. No drier soil, no more sunny spot could have been found for
burial ; and so the bones remained undecomposed.

‘Was THis A MESSAGE FROM La SALLE?

““ About 1850 there was taken from the heart of a majestic oak grow-
ing on that bluff which has been mentioned, a little instrument called a
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nail. 1t appears to be composed of steel. Outside of it in the tree were
layers of wood, counted one hundred and seventy. The shaft of this
little instrument is round, the point end is edged, not pointed ; the head
on the top is flat and very smooth, and besides this surface it has twelve
small plane sides, each smooth and well wrought. This nail is of fine
workmanship and it takes us back to about 1680.

‘*Before 1665 a few adventurous traders had passed into the great
wilds west of the Great Lakes. In that year the first Jesuit missionary
passed into these wilds; and in 1673 Marquette, Joliet and five other
Frenchmen passed in two canoes down the Wisconsin River into the
Mississippi. In December of 1679, La Salle with thirty-two persons
in eight canoes, passed from Lake Michigan into the St. Joseph River,
across the portage into the Kankakee and down that river into the
Illinois. On March 2, 1680, with three Frenchmen and an Indian hunter,
La Salle started on foot to travel across the country, over prairies and
through woodlands, for the northeastern limit of Lake Ontario, distant
some twelve hundred miles. With the energy of a soul upon which
despair never settled, he shouldered his musket and his knapsack and
commenced, with his four companions, the long land journey.

“From his leaving an Indian village near the present town of
Ottawa, on the Illinois River, there is of his journey no record. Our
lake would seem to be directly in his line of travel. It is not improbable
that his party encamped for a night upon that wooded height. But why
insert the nail in the oak?

“‘It is recorded that before he left the portage in December, 1679,
letters were fastened to trees to give information to other Frenchmen;
and what more natural than that, camping here on the border line be-
tween prairie and woodland, before entering the dense dark forests,
which, surrounding a few small prairies, stretched across Indiana and
Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York, he should nail to a tree a record of
his journey thus far eastward—a letter for some of his friends in case
he should never reach his destination? The paper perished. The
polished instrument remained in the wood for one hundred and seventy
years. Of the presence here of La Salle, who spent most of the year
1683 in the Illinois country and around the Great Lakes, or of some
other Frenchman, let us infer that it bears witness.”’

REeLics aAND COLLECTIONS
This historic relic was long in possession of Mrs. M. J. Cutler, of

Kankakee, Illinois, a daughter of Judge Hervey Ball, so many years
prominent in Lake County. She also owned a beautiful specimen of



24 LAKE COUNTY AND THE CALUMET REGION

wrought copper taken from a wolf hole in Hanover Township. What
are believed to be genuine Indian pipes have been found near Lowell,
Plum Grove and Southeast Grove, and beautiful arrow heads have been
unearthed in several localities in the county. Ome of copper, discovered
in St. John’s Township, is apparently molded, having three small notches
on each side.

One of the large collections of arrow heads, spear heads and various
small implements, the manufacture of which is attributed to the Indians,
was gathered and owned by H. L. Keilman, of St. John’s Township.

THE CHESHIRE AND YOUCHE ANTIQUITIES

The first considerable collection of American antiquities in Lake
County was made by W. W. Cheshire. It consisted of 300 specimens
of stone implements, mostly axes, and about one hundred arrow heads.
Some of the arrow heads of chalcedon and agate are very beautiful.
Mr. Cheshire moved to Washington City, and portions of his cabinet
were obtained by the Crown Point Public School and J. W. Youche.

The latter, who is a son of the late Hon. J. W. Youche and grandson
of Dr. J. Higgins, of Crown Point, has been continuously adding to his
collection until it is now the most complete in the county.

In 1911 various prominent citizens of Hammond raised $500 for the
purpose of securing the Youche collection to the public library of that
city. As the relics are said to comprise the most complete private col-
lection of the kind in Indiana, it is fortunate that it is thus preserved
and protected.

In a letter to Dr. W. F. Howat, then as now president of the library
board, A. M. Turner, the spokesman of the subseribers, presents
the following valid reason why such a collection should be housed in
Lake County : ‘‘For the same reason that Lake County is fast becoming
the industrial center of our country because of its geographical location,
so it was the favorite camping and meeting point of the American
Indian; hence it was that no county in the State furnished so fertile
a field for the relic hunter, and, as early as the ’50s, W. W. Cheshire,
superintendent of the Crown Point schools, county superintendent and
county clerk, began the assembling of the instruments used by the
Indians in their daily duty and their warfare. He enlisted every
teacher and scholar and all the people of the county in this effort. After
his departure from the county the work was taken up by J. W. Youche,
who spared no time or expense in adding to the collection. In my
judgment this collection will increase in interest and value with age,
and should be to the public library of this city a most valuable volume
of historical interest.’’
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As we have seen, the oldest business prosecuted in Lake County
which reached the importance of a commercial stage comprised trapping

. 25
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and the trade in furs. Indians, Frenchmen, Englishmen and Americans
all were engaged in it at different historic periods, and in the early
portion of the nineteenth century altogether.

THE WHITE TRAPPER SUPPLANTS THE RED

Before 1840, when the Indians completely disappeared from the fur-
bearing regions of the Calumet and the Kankakee, the white trappers
had gradually been supplanting the red men. They had better canoes,
warmer blankets, more secure tents, and both they and their ponies
were in a higher physical condition and able to withstand the severities
and changes of the seasons; furthermore, the white trappers, like others
of their race, were more systematic and persistent in their work, and
looked at the trade through the eyes of ambition—as something more
than a bare means of subsistence. Thus the red trapper gave place to
the white.

.

EXTENT oF THE FUr TRADE

This trade in furs continued profitable until the middle ’80s. An
old resident of the county, who had thoroughly investigated this phase
of pioneer life, writes thus in 1884: ‘‘For the last fifty years, in the
fall and spring, some of this class of men have been along this river
(the Calumet). The amount of fur taken can only be estimated. It
can never be fully known.- One trapper and his son caught this last
fall some fifteen hundred muskrats and mink. The same trapper has
taken in one trapping season, including fall, winter and spring, about
three thousand. From twenty thousand to forty thousand have been
taken in a season in past years by the different trappers. The number
of these animals living along a few miles of this river is surprising to
those who have never investigated the habits and ways of wild animal
life. It was estimated by those who had experience as trappers that
in the fall of 1883 there were forty thousand rats on the lands claimed
by the Tolleston Club Company.

‘‘The number of rats and mink trapped and speared in the last fifty
years along this fifty miles of river in our county would, if actually
known, be quite astounding. The annual value of the fur taken here
would be, at a low estimate, five thousand dollars; and at this rate, for
fifty years, the amount would be, for Calumet fur alone, two hundred
and fifty thousand, or one-quarter of a million dollars!

‘ (The income from the immense quantities of ice shipped from this
river every year cannot here be estimated.)
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“To leave for a few moments the Calumet, the intelligent citizen of
Lake will remember that we have along our southern border, on some
twenty miles or more of the Kankakee River, and on fifty square miles
of that noted marsh, a still richer fur-producing region even than this
which has just been noticed. And when it is recalled to mind that in
the days of the early pioneers, Deep River and our three large creeks
and the Lake of the Red Cedars were all abounding in these fur-bearing
animals; that not only muskrats and mink, but many otter and some
beaver used to be found here, and large numbers of raccoons—the state-
ment having come to some of those pioneers that three Indians caught
here in one season thirteen hundred raccoons, which they sold for sixteen

TyricAL ProNEER CABIN

hundred and twenty-five dollars—and that our small marshes were
then, as some even yet continue to be, the abodes of the muskrat—it
will be evident that it would be difficult to find in all that then was called
the West, a richer fur-bearing region than was included in the present
county of Lake.

THE KANKAKEE TRAPPING REGION

‘‘Venturing still to continue this digression, it may be stated here that
in the Kankakee trapping region of our county there are two rows of
trapper grounds; the lower one along the Kankakee River, the upper
comprising wet marsh land that does not lie on the river. One of the
trappers on this upper range, whose claim covers some two square miles
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or twelve hundred and eighty acres, obtained from his grounds fifteen
hundred and forty rats in one season. Taking the two lines of trapper
camps across the county, the annual yield of Kankakee fur may be
placed at thirty thousand muskrat skins and several hundred mink skins;
the muskrat skins, at an average of fifteen dollars a hundred, making
four thousand five hundred dollars received by these trappers each year
for muskrats alone. Some eighteen years ago, mink skins were sold for
ten dollars apiece. Now they do not sell for more than one dollar apiece.
Five thousand dollars annually is not a high estimate for the Kankakee
fur of the county; and this, for the fifty years now past, would make
another quarter of a million of dollars, which, added to the value of the
fur in the Calumet Region, makes a fair income as received by the
trappers, with but small outlay in capital for the annual outfits.

CALUMET MUSKRATS AND DuUcCKs

‘““We now return to the Calumet Region, and while we may not
make the acquaintance of the individual trappers who here spend several
months each year, we see how abundant are the fur-bearing animals and
how remunerative is the employment. Muskrats, the trappers say, are
quite prolific. One pair will have three litters in a year, averaging six
in each litter. These would amount to eighteen. Then the three pair
in the spring litter would each have ordinarily a full litter of six each.
This will make eighteen more, or in all thirty-six, as the increase from
one pair in one year. One pair would thus produce, if left undisturbed
by mink and trappers, more than thirteen thousand rats in three years.
These animals, the trappers say, have houses of three kinds—breeding
houses, feeding houses and excrement houses. The first are compara-
tively large; the other two varieties are smaller.

‘It may be added that fowlers find the Calumet Region attractive
as being a great resort for water fowl. There have been shot here, by
a very few sportsmen, three thousand ducks in a season. Two wagon-
loads of ducks have been sent away from one of the noted sportsmen’s
resorts on the ‘river, each load containing six hundred ducks, the result
of two days’ shooting. Further figures have not been obtained; but
these are sufficient to show the abundance of water fowl in that trapping
region. The Grand Calumet, being now navigable to Hammond, and
likely to be made as far as Clarke (north of Tolleston), this river channel
will in the future bear the white sails of commerce where the mink
paddled in the grassy brink; but the Little Calumet may yet continue
for many years to invite the trappers as in former days.’’
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Crops WHiIcH CrowpEp OuT THE FUR TRADE

The trapping and spearing of the lusty muskrat and the wary mink
may have been somewhat adventuresome and picturesque, and the
opinion of the writer of the foregoing account seems to be that the
profits of the trade were something enormous. But at the time he
wrote, other industries of Lake County had so far overshadowed it as
to crowd fur out of the list of really commercial products. In 1882-83,
for instance, the following conservative estimates were made, as to the
annual quantities and values of the county’s principal produects:

ARTICLES QUANTITY VALUE
Corn, bushéls....................... 1,158,132 $463,252
Beef cattle, head................... 8,000 400,000
Timothy hay, tons................... 35,293 358,930
Oats, bushels. ...................... 1,000,000 - 300,000
Butterine, pounds................... 3,000,000 300,000
Mixed hay, tons.................... 30,000 300,000
Sand, cars ................ ... 23,000 275,000
Stock cattle ....................... 8,000 240,000
Milk, gallons ...................... 785,000 223,125
Hogs, head ....................... 16,526 165,360
Horses shipped ....... e 1,500 150,000
Butter, pounds .................... 544,529 136,149
Wool, pounds ...................... 26,553 79,749
Potatoes, bushels ................... 150,000 75,000

At the time mentioned the ice harvested was bringing in $35,000
every season, and even eggs, $25,000. Over two hundred thousand pounds
of cheese were being manufactured, valued at $22,000, and the crops of
berries, mainly gathered from the Calumet region, brought more than
$18,000 to the pickers. The 4,397 dozen chickens raised and sold
realized an income of $13,191 every season—$3,000 more than the pro- .
ceeds derived from the sale of all the fur-bearing animals in Lake
County ; the clover seed crop, one of the least profitable agricultural
products of the county, was about on a par with fur as an income
producer.

From all of which it may safely be inferred that the fur-bearers were
back numbers as commercial animals of modern times and were mainly
interesting as reminiscences.
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HoMe BUILDERS DisPLACE WHITE TRAPPERS

But Indians, half-savage French traders with Indian wives, and
uneasy white trappers, were to give place to real settlers and home
builders. The change was gradual; there are always overlapping edges
to all such transformations. In Lake County the mixed red-and-white
period, during which the Indians were vacating their lands and lakes,
and the whites were coming to examine and occupy them, was from
1832 to 1840. Notwithstanding the treaties at the Mississinewa in 1826
and Tippecanoe in 1832, the Pottawatomies were not eager to get beyond
the Mississippi, and although most of them left in 1836, some lingered
as late as 1840, and in Pulaski County they were even more sluggish
than in Lake. Win-a-mac, its county seat, was originally an old
Indian town, and its beautiful position on the Tippecanoe River, with
fine hunting and fishing grounds adjacent, so endeared the locality to
the Pottawatomies that they could not be induced to vacate entirely
until 1844, when the white man’s town was fairly planted.

LARKE SHORE ROUTES AND TRAVELERS

In the early ’30s that dirty little village just around the western
bend of Lake Michigan called Chicago—which had, in years past been
the headquarters of the Pottawatomie domain—was so coming into notice
as a center of the white man’s fur and grain trade, as well as a future
railroad town, that emigrants from the East were drifting thither in
hundreds, by way of Western New York. They hugged the shores of
the lakes as closely as possible, which necessarily brought them through
Lake County.

As early as 1833 a route of travel had been opened along the beach
of Lake Michigan, and another, not long afterward, a few miles inland.
Four-horse coaches had been put upon the road for conveying passengers
and mail from Detroit to Chicago.

The first traveler along these lake shore roads who became associated
with the history of Lake County was James H. Luther, who, in 1834,
"when he first viewed the country, was a youth of nineteen whose father’s
home was said to be in Porter or Laporte County. Some years after-
ward he married into a Lake County family, ‘‘settled down’’ and
became a prominent citizen.

THROUGH NORTHERN LAKE COU_NTY IN 1834

Mr. Luther has left a very interesting account of the Calumet region
at the time when the first white settlers were squatting upon the red
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man’s lands in Lake County. He says: ‘‘In company with the Cutler
boys of Laporte County, I traveled with ox teams upon the beach near
where Indiana City was afterward built, to Chicago and Fox River,
Illinois, which was then called Indian Country, was unsurveyed and
occupied by Aborigines. Our object was to make claims and secure
farms. I was then nineteen years old.

‘““We returned in the spring of 1835 for teams and supplies. After
the grass had grown so that our cattle could subsist upon it we, with
an elderly gentleman from Virginia by the name of Gillilan, who had

. a large family of girls, three horses, a schooner wagon filled full, started
West, and this time struck the beach at Michigan City. Our first camp
was on the beach where, back of the sand ridge, were extensive marsh
lands with abundant grass, upon which we turned our cattle, consisting
of eight yoke of oxen and one cow. In the morning, when hunting up
their oxen, one was missing. They found him mired in the marsh and
almost out of sight. They succeeded in getting his legs out of the mire
and then rolled him about five rods to ground upon which he could stand.

VIRGINIAN-AFRAID-OF-THE-LAKE

““We only made about three miles on our way that day. We finally
reached the Calumet, now South Chicago, without further accident, and
went into camp. That region was then all a common, with plenty of
feed. A small ferry was then used there by the single inhabitant living
on the north side of the river in a log cabin. After considering the
matter well and consulting with the ferryman, we concluded to drive
into the lake below and go around the river on the sand bar. After
studying and getting our bearings, we hitched our friend’s lead horse
before the ox teams and I, as pilot, led the way and succeeded in getting
the ox teams nicely over. Our Virginia friend and family came next.
They had never seen so large a body of water before, and were very
timid in spite of all. The only danger was in getting too near the river,
not in getting too far into the lake. I hitched on to them and started
in. They were scared and screamed, and begged me to get nearer land,
which I presume I did, and the wheels began to sink in the softer sand
near the river, and we were stalled. The boys on the other side hastened
to us. I dismounted into the cold liquid to my armpits; could hardly
keep the precious freight aboard our wagon. But the oxen came, were

hitched on, with my horse to lead, and we pulled out all safe and well
" pleased.

‘‘This was exciting. We boys feared nothing, but it was awful to our
Virginia friends. But they soon cooled off, settled on a claim near ours,
and were happy.
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Tue Famous Long PoLE Bripge

““I drove teams between Chicago and Laporte up to the fall of
1836 and did not know any other way but via the beach. I have not
traveled along that beach since 1836 (written in 1884), but in the spring
of 1837 I started from Valparaiso for Milwaukee. I intended to take
the regular beach route, but missed it and came upon what my friend,
Bartlett Woods, speaks of as the ‘ever-to-be-remembered-by-those-who-
crossed-it’ Long Bridge over the Calumet River, at the mouth of Salt
Creek, built of logs and covered with poles. I had far more fear in,
crossing this than I had in getting argund the mouth of the Calumet
River.”

This rather remarkable bridge, he thinks, was built by Porter and
Lake counties in 1836. His father, James Luther, was the commissioner
of Porter County for building it. Constructed of logs and covered with
poles, it was commonly called the Long Pole Bridge, and probably many
supposed that nothing but poles entered into its construction. It was
sixty-four rods in length.

In the same spring of 1837, James H. Luther returned from Chicago
to Porter County by stage, and he gives his line of travel as ‘‘along the
lake banks to the Calumet, which we ferried, thence to the Calumet
again (where Hammond now is), thence the road ran on between the
Grand and Little Calumet rivers, via Baillytown, to Michigan City.”’

OLp BAIlLLYTOWN

Baillytown was originally a trading post or fur station, named prob-
ably a dozen years before young Luther ever saw the country, the keeper
of the post being a Frenchman named Bailly. It was about five miles
from the mouth of Fort Creek and when the first whites commenced
to come into the country was quite a rendezvous for the Pottawatomies,
who came thither to exchange their peltry for goods. About 1834
Bailly made a feeble attempt to plat the place, but no lots were ever
bought by white settlers, and it was never more than a trading post and
an Indian settlement.

OTHER EARLY STAGE ROUTES

Besides the beach route, which was evidently the first main-traveled
road between Michigan City and Chicago through Northern Lake
County, faint traces yet remain of the two other highways which were
used in the days of the early stages. One passed not far from the
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present Hessville, in Lake County north of the Little Calumet ; the other
south of that stream, by way of the Pole Bridge and the early Liver-
pool, along the high sand ridge where now are Highland and Munster.

TRAVELER SETTLES INTO SorLip CITIZEN

Mr. Luther’s glimpses of Lake County, while he was teaming between
Laporte and Chicago, induced him to spend some portion of 1840 at
Southeast. Grove, on the charming banks of Eagle Creek. At least he
found a pretty young wife among the daughters of the well-known

OLp Time MaiL CoiacH

Flint family of that locality and brought her back with him to Porter
County. In 1849, however, he became a resident of Crown Point, where
he engaged in the hotel business, made fortunate investments and be-
came a citizen of property and influence. He was also generous, sym-
pathetic and kind-hearted. The people liked him and trusted him in
their private and public affairs. In 1860 Mr. Luther was elected county
auditor and ably held the office for eight years. Naturally he was inter-
ested in any record of the development and changes of the region with
which he was so long identified; so that the Old Settler and Historical
Association of Lake County had no more earnest or active member than
he, and he continued to contribute to its archives almost to the day of

his death in his eightieth year.
Vol. I—3
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ANOTHER TRAVELER FINDS THE FIrRsT RESIDENT FARMER

A second traveler, and perhaps the first to pass through the county
of which he afterward became a resident, was James Hill, of the well-
known military family of Kentucky. His father, William, was a captain
of militia in that state and died in 1822. The son, then twelve years of
age, made his home with the family of James Lloyd, and in 1827 they
moved to Decatur County, Indiana.

In February, 1834, James Hill made an exploring expedition into
the new Indian purchase of Northwestern Indiana. He found a few
white families therein, saw many Indians in their wigwams and, coming
into what became Lake County, he discovered just one settled family—
that of William Ross, who had established a home in the woodlands west
of Deep River, southwest of the present Village of Hobart. He had
known the Rosses in Decatur County, but not finding the leatless oaks,
the snow-covered prairies and the Indian wigwams sufficiently inviting
to induce a lone young man to settle then and there, Mr. Hill returned
to Decatur County, married, commenced farm life and deferred his actual
settlement in Lake County until 1853. During that year he bought a
half section of land in Cedar Creek Township near what afterward
became Creston. There he lived for many years, a good, patient, kindly
man and the father of such sons as William J. Hill, a successful and
forceful character of the Far West, and Dr. Jesse L. Hill, a well-known
practitioner in the earlier days of Creston.

‘When young Mr. Hill met his older friend, Mr. Ross, at that cabin
home on the banks of Deep River, the family had been residing in that
locality for about a year. The year of the Ross settlement was there-
fore 1833. '

INNKEEPERS ALONG THE BEACH

Prior to that year, no whites with white wives, and possessed with the
Anglo-Saxon ideas of family life, had made their homes within the
present limts of Lake County, with the possible exception of a Bennett
family who, in 1832, opened a tavern on the beach of Lake Michigan
‘“‘near the mouth of the old Calumic.”” Their little wayside inn stood
upon the site of Calumet City of the old paper town of Indiana City,
near the mouth of the Calumet.

Soon after the coming of the Ross family, another log-cabin stage
hotel was opened on the lake-shore road by the Berry family. The
house was afterward kept by Hannah Berry, and the name is preserved
in Berry Lake.
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Ross, THE FIRsT SUBSTANTIAL PIONEER

"It is William Ross, therefore, who is generally honored as the first
substantial pioneer of Lake County. His family were not all with him,
as he was a man of middle age with sons and daughters of mature years.
Mr. Ross raised a crop of corn on Terra Coupee Prairie in the summer
of 1833—the first in the county. His death, some years afterwards,
was occasioned by injuries received by the falling of a bee tree.

JAMES Apams, NOTED GOVERNMENT MESSENGER

Another early traveler who passed through Lake County was James
Adams, who afterward became a resident of Ross Township. He was a
New York stage driver on the road opened in 1833 from Detroit to
Chicago. The most exciting trip which he recorded was that of January,
1837, when he was sent from Detroit to Fort Dearborn by Governor
Mason of Michigan and General Brady of the United States army
as a messenger bearing the order for the transfer of the soldiers stationed
at the latter post to the Detroit garrison. It was at the time of the
Patriots’ war in Canada. The sleighing was good and the young man
(he was then about twenty-three years old) determined to make a record;
as he did. General Brady had furnished him with good fur gloves
and other specially warm clothing, as well as with pressing instructions
to have the best horse furnished him at each stage house. The stopping
places where he could change horses were from twelve to fourteen
miles apart; the entire distance was 284 miles, which, if possible, he
was to make in twenty-four hours.

Mr. Adams left Detroit at 4 o’clock in the aftermoon and reached
the fort at 8 o’clock the next morning. Allowing for the delay in
changing horses, his record of ten miles an ‘hour was quite remarkable,
and made Adams considerable of a hero in the Calumet region. In
1842 the famous horseman, while still a young man, left the road in
favor of a good farm in Ross Township, but although faithful and
useful for more than half a century thereafter, his life run along
smoothly and evenly. He had a schoolhouse named after him, just east
of Merrillville, and was accorded other local marks of respect.

PuBLic LaNDps SURVEYED
In the summer of 1834 several United States surveyors ran their

lines through what is now Lake County (then unorganized as a civil
body), blocking out congressional townships and sections, and making
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it possible for white emigrants seeking locations to fix them definitely
and get them recorded legally. In 1828 the Government had purchased
from the Pottawatomies the ten-mile strip on the north line of the
State of Indiana which extended to the extreme south bend of Lake
Michigan—which is on section 35, township 37, range 8 (Calumet Town-
ship). By the treaty of 1832 the remainder of the land held by the
Indians in Northern Indiana was acquired and, as stated, the land
surveys were prosecuted in 1834.

SETTLERS OF 1834

In June, 1834, William B. Crooks and Samuel Miller came from
Montgomery County and selected a timber and mill claim near the home
of William Ross not far from the mouth of Turkey Creek. They appear
to have dissolved business partnership, and more than half a century
afterward the foundation timber of Miller’s Mill could be seen in the
clear water of Deep River. Mr. Crooks became somewhat prominent
in public matters, serving as one of the first associate judges of Lake
County, elected in 1837.

In October, 1834, Thomas Childers filed a claim on Deep River;
Solon Robinson, Luman A. Fowler and Robert Wilkinson took up land
on the banks of the same stream, in November of that year, and in
December, Jesse Pierce and David Pierce filed their claims on both Deep
River and Turkey Creek.

Soron RoBINSON AND CrowN POINT

Of the foregoing Solon Robinson was by far the most important
character in connection with the early development of Lake County,
being in many respeets its strongest citizen. He was of an old Connect-
icut family, but left his native state early in life, married in Ohio and
while still a young man became a resident of Indiana. In October,
1834, he loaded his wife, two young children and his household goods
into an ox-cart and an extra wagon, and, with two other young men
who had probably been neighbors in Jennings County, started for
Northwestern Indiana. The roadway, except Indian trails, ended in
Porter County, but he found there Jacob Hurlburt to guide him to the
newly-surveyed land lying yet further west.

Just before sunset on October 31, 1834, the leader of the party
having crossed a beautiful belt of prairie, reached some skirting wood-
land. The next morning he decided to make that locality his future
home, and from that November morning until 1850 his name is closely
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interwoven with the founding of many Lake County institutions which
have materially contributed to its growth. So fully was he concerned
with the land affairs of the central portions of the county that he was
called the Squatter King of Lake. In company with Luman A. Fowler
and a few others he founded the Town of Crown Point and did more
than anybody else to obtain for it the county seat in 1840. He made
the first map of the county which was at all reliable, showing, besides
the usual features, what portions were prairie and what woodland, and
on July 4, 1836, organized the Squatters’ Union, of which he was elected
the first register of claims. Mr. Robinson was an early justice of the
peace, the first postmaster in the county and, with his brother, Milo
Robinson, opened the first store for settlers. Although very practical,
he was fond of writing, and had quite an agricultural turn of mind.
As early as 1837 he commenced contributing to the Cultivator, an agri-
cultural journal of prominence, and in 1838 proposed the organization
of the American Society of Agricullure. For years he continued the
work of organization, both through the press and extended travel, and
it is believed that his efforts had a direct bearing on the inauguration
of the Grange movement. He also wrote & number of stories and was
at one time connected with the New York Tribune, having spent many
of the late years of his life in the metropolis. When quite advanced
in years he went to Florida, where he died in 1880 in his seventy-
eighth year.

One of Mr. Robinson’s old friends described him as ‘‘affable, familiar,
plain, hospitable, kind and accommodating, enjoying the wielding of
influence and fond of gaining celebrity.”’ Although not a professed
Christian, none did more than he in the founding of early churches
and Sunday schools and the inculcation of temperance and general
morality. These acts were in line with one of his life codes which he
laid down in one of his many published articles: ‘‘Happiness and not
wealth should be the aim of all, though no man should allow himself
to be happy without he is doing some good in the world—promoting
the happiness of his fellow creatures as well as of himself.”’

Tune ORIGINAL BUTLER CLAIMS

Previous to Mr. Robinson’s arrival on the site of Crown Point, and
even before the claim register of the Squatters’ Union was in foree (in
June or July, 1834), William Butler made four claims on what is now
the townsite of Crown Point—one for himself, one for his brother (E. P.
Butler), one for George Wells and the fourth for Theodore Wells. He
made claims, but no settlement, and evidently engaged a man to put up
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some cabins to make his titles solid. Mr. Robinson states that the day
after his arrival he was greeted by Henry Wells and Luman A. Fowler,
and that within the next two or three days they bought claims (Butler’s)
and two log-cabin bodies built by one Huntley.

A HAaMLET BoRN

A hamlet was soon born on this section 8, for in January and Febru-
ary, 1835, some other families joined Mr. Robinson from his home county
of Jennings—the Clark family, seven in number, headed by William
Clark; the two Holton families, also seven members, whose fathers were
J. W.and W. A. W. Holton; and the Robinson family, a third collection
of seven. This community of twenty-one persons, which was massed
on sections 5 and 8, comprised three married men and four married
women (one a widow), five young men and two young ladies, four boys
and three girls—elements which promised well for the growth of the
little colony of Crown Point.

MAIN STREET LiNED OUT

Early in the following spring the first furrow was turned on the
prairie which was afterward to be Main Street, Crown Point. This
is the picture, as painted by eye witnesses: A large breaking plow with
a wooden mold board had been provided, four yoke of oxen were
attached to the plow, and the women and children came out from the
cabins to see the first furrow turned in the greensward of the prairie.
Judge Clark held the plow; Thomas and Alexander (his sons) guided
the oxen. W. A. W. Holton walked behind to aid in turning over any
refractory turf, himself then young and vigorous, with that jet-black
hair that cares little for exposure, which has characterized the Holton
young men: while in front of all, to enable the oxen and boys to keep
the line, walked the tall, spare form of Solon Robinson, even then as
white-haired as Christopher Columbus when he stood on the deck of
the Santa Maria.

Di1sAPPEARANCE OF THE OLp RoBiNsoN HoUSE

Before taking formal leave of Solon Robinson (for his name will
repeatedly appear in various portions of this history) we must make note
of the final disappearance of the old log house which was so long his
home and the center of the many activities which made Crown Point
such an attractive place before the northern portions of the county com-
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menced to develop so prodigiously. The account, which is found in
one of the ‘‘Reports of the Historical Secretary of the Old Settler and
Historical Association,’’ is as follows: ‘‘As the month of November,
1902, draws to a close, one of the old landmarks in Crown Point
i8 disappearing from view. This is the old log house built by Solon
Robinson, which has been standing northwest of the northwest corner
of the public square on Court Street back of a row of large locust trees,
beyond the memory of most of the present inhabitants of Crown Point.
Having siding on the outside, perhaps some did not know it was built
of logs. This house has a history such as belongs to no other in Crown
Point, and now that men are taking down the building is a fitting time

ViEw oN PRESENT MaIN STREET, CROWN POINT

to commit to the Art Preservative, as some one has called printing, some
of this history. ‘Here,’ as the record says, ‘at a meeting of a majority
of the citizens of Lake County, held at the house of Solon Robinson on
the fourth of July, 1836, was organized the Squatters’ Union of Lake
County.’

““In 1837 the house was opened by its hospitable owners several
times for the preaching of the Gospel until a mere roomy place was
provided by the erection of the log Court House. For some years it was
the home of the Robinson family, the father and mother, two sons and
two daughters and often various guests, and there the youth and beauty
of the early Crown Point sometimes met for dancing and for visits and
other social entertainment. They dance in larger rooms now. But the
varied forms of life which were in and about those log walls for the
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first twelve years after the logs were formed into a dwelling place for
man cannot be expressed in a few printed words; nor can the life of
forty years afterward.”’

Only a part of the old building was removed in November; so the
other record is this: ‘‘Monday, March 2, 1903—Today the remaining
part of the Robinson house was removed to make way for the printing
office soon to be erected on this spot by J. J. Wheeler, whose wife is a
granddaughter of the old house-builder. And so the spot where for
many years stood the bright home of the Robinson family, where
ministers of the Gospel have been welecomed, where births and deaths
have occurred and where the young and the aged often have met, is soon
to be the home of journalism, the abode of printing presses, and the day
home for those who do type-setting and press-work, and hope to enrich
with printed thought thousands of living homes.

‘“As quite certainly the first printing in Lake County was done
by Solon Robinson, and on this very spot his little printing office was
kept, it seems peculiarly appropriate that in this office should be found,
with his home a few yards north, Fred Y. Wheeler, a great-grandson
of Lake County’s first printer. And before finally leaving in our history
the home spot of Crown Point’s first settler, it may be added that
another great-grandson, Harold H. Wheeler, and a great-granddaughter,
Miss Josephine Lincoln, the one clerk of the Circuit Court and the
other an assistant in the clerk’s office, pass this spot daily on their way
from their own homes to the Court House.”’

As none of the pioneers of Lake County presumed to question the
authority of the Claim Register, the editors of this work do not go behind
its returns. From its records it is learned that besides the Clarks and
Holtons and others who settled on the site of Crown Point in the winter
of 1835, the following located later in the year: In March, Richard
Fancher and Robert Wilkinson, with two nephews, migrated from the
Valley of the Wabash and settled on West Creek and northeast of Red
Cedar Lake, the Fancher claim including the present county fair
grounds. Elias Bryant, E. W. Bryant, Nancy Agnew (widow) and
Jeremiah Wiggins arrived within the month.

FouNDER OoF WI1GGINS PoINT

Mr. Wiggins located his claim south of Turkey Creek on a wooded
point of land, which was long known as Wiggins Point. An old Indian
village preceded it, and as the founder of Wiggins Point died in 1838,
his name disappeared in favor of Centerville and finally of Merrillville.
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Prowing Up THE OrLp INDIAN CEMETERY

Although the Indians had transferred their title to their lands, still
they lingered, and seemed especially loth to abandon their burial grounds
to the ravagés of the white settlers. Wiggins’ claim embraced the large
cemetery already mentioned and the Pottawatomies were very indignant
at the desecration of one of the graves which was robbed of its sacred
relics for a private collection. It is said that one day after the robbing
of the grave, two Indians armed with rifles came into the field where
Wigginsg was at work alone. They went to the grave, set down their
rifles and talked very earnestly. Wiggins was naturally alarmed; but,
although the Indians were evidently much displeased, they finally with-
drew without offering any violence. Wiggins, who had claimed this
part of the Indian village, then allowed his breaking plow to pass over
the old burial ground.

This desecration did not pass unnoticed by the Red Men. In 1840,
when General Brady, with 1,100 Indians from Michigan, passed through
Lake County quite a number visited the ruined graves, some of the
squaws groaning and weeping as they looked upon the violated home of
their dead. A pathetic illustration of the rough ‘‘over-lapping’’ of the
lives and customs of two diverse races!

THE BRYANT SETTLEMENT AND PLEASANT GROVE

Of the five Bryants, who commenced the Bryant Settlement in the
spring of 1835, few of them seem to have made the locality a permanent
home. Some of them gave the place the name of Pleasant Grove, by
which it was most generally known. David Bryant moved to Bureau
County in 1838 ; resided at various times in Missouri and Ohio, but finally
died in Lake County at the house of his daughter, Mrs. William Fisher,
then living at Eagle Creek.

Simeon Bryant only remained a year; then moved to Indian Town,
near Hebron, Porter County.

Samuel D. Bryant soon returned to his Ohio home, but after a few
years was drawn back te Lake County, bought a farm south of Southeast
Grove in 1854, and spent his last years thereon.

Elias Bryant died on his Pleasant Grove homestead.

E. Wayne Bryant seems to have done the most for the county. As
early as the fall of 1836 he provided a room for a school, where the chil-
dren of the settlement were taught by Bell Jennings, ‘‘a very excellent
man.’”” He also aided in starting a Sunday School for the children in
1838, and had already put a crude grist mill in operation. Soon after
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locating he bought some hand millstones of Lyman Wells, and in the
winter of 1836-37 ‘‘rigged up’’ a horse-power attachment, by which
corn and buckwheat were ground for the neighborhood. This little mill
continued to grind for two or three years and at one time there were
under cover, waiting to be ground, over three hundred bushels of grain!

This was one of the earliest mills of any kind to be put in operation
in Lake County.

OTHER SETTLERS OF 1835

In May, 1835, came Elias Myrick, William Myrick, Thomas Reid,
S. P. Stringham and Aaron Cox; in June, Peter Stainbrook; and in
November David Hornor, Amos Hornor, Jacob L.. Brown, Thomas Wiles,
Jesse Bond and Milo Robinson, brother of Solon.

The first to make claims on Red Cedar Lake were various members of
the Hornor family, who had come from the Wabash region. Certain
members of the family always insisted that they first ‘‘squatted’’ in the
fall of 1834, but the first record presented by the Claim Register makes
the date November, 1835, as given heretofore. David Hornor was the
father; Amos Hornor, a son. The former returned to the old home in
Tippecanoe County, while Amos Hornor, then about twenty-three years
of age, located in Lake County.

After the return of his father’s family to the Wabash, Mr. Hornor
resided for some time at Crown Point, where he married his first wife.
His final home was at Ross, where he died in 1895, in his eighty-third
year.

The Claim Register records the settlers for December, 1835, as being
John Wood, Henry Wells, William S. Thornburg, R. Dunham, R. Hamil-
ton and John G. Forbes.

SoLoN RoBINSON’s HISTORICAL SYNOPSIS

As a sort of commentary on the foregoing, and a partial synopsis,
the following is abridged and quoted from one of Solon Robinson’s his-
torical addresses:

Early Settlers:—1. The Bennett family opened a tavern on the
beach of Lake Michigan ‘‘near the mouth of the old Calumie.”’

2. The Berry family opened a tavern on the beach in the spring
of 1834.

3. Four or five families settled as squatters in the fall of 1834:
~ ““Thomas Childers and myself in October. He, a day or two before me.
His claim southeast quarter section 17; mine, northwest quarter sec-
tion 8.”’
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On November 1st ‘‘Henry Wells and Luman A. Fowler came along
on foot.”” Their horses had been left on Twenty Mile Prairie. ‘‘Cedar
Lake was then the center of attraction for land lookers, and they passed
on down to that lake without thinking to inquire who kept tavern there.”’
They found lodging in a fallen treetop still covered with leaves, and
had for supper ‘‘the leg of a roasted coon.”” They found there David
Hornor, his son Amos and a relative named Brown, who were looking
for claims and who settled in 1835.

Wells and Fowler returned next day to the Robinson camp, slept
that night on the ‘‘softest kind of a white oak puncheon,’’ bought claims
and ‘‘two log cabin bodies built by one Huntley’’ on the south side of
section 8, paying for the same $50. Henry Wells went back to Michigan
for his family. Luman A. Fowler staid through the winter. ‘‘During
the first winter we had many claim makers, but few settlers.”’

4. “‘The first family that cume after Childers and myself was
that of Robert Wilkinson of Deep River. He settled about the last of
November, 1834.”’

5. The next family, that of Lyman Wells, with whom came John
Driscoll, settled in January, 1835, on section 25, township 33, range 9.
April 4, 1835, ‘‘there was a most terrible snowstorm, the weather pre-
vious having been mild as summer.’’

LAKE CourRT HoUSE POSTOFFICE

Until Mareh, 1836, the nearest postoffice was Michigan City. Solon
Robinson was then appointed postmaster. His office was named Lake
‘Court House, written usually Lake C. H. Receipts for quarter ending
June, 1837, $26.92; September 30th, $43.50; for the next two quarters,
$57.33 and $57.39. This last, the largest amount while he was post-
master. Next postoffice west was Joliet.

CouNTY ORGANIZED

““In the spring of 1836 we were attached to Porter County, the
commissioners of which divided this county into three townships.’’ The
county was organized in 1837. Log court house built the same year.

““‘During the summer of 1837 we had preaching several times in our
house and in the present (1847) court room. The Baptist people at
Cedar Lake also had frequent meetings this year, and I think had preach-
ing at Judge Ball’s, who settled there that year.’’

“*The summer of 1838 was one of severe drought and great sickness.”’
Muskrats went to houses to seek water. ‘‘One of them cape into my
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house and never so much as asked for a drink of whiskey, but went
direct for the water bucket.”’ :

In 1839 the county seat was loecated at Liverpool. The seat of
Justice had heen fixed by the Legislature temporarily at Lake Court
House.

In March, 1839, the land sales opened at La Porte.

In June, 1840, county seat re-located. Contest mainly between West
Point at Cedar Lake and Lake C. H. The county seat was then estab-
lished at Crown Point, where it remains.

By keeping these main facts in mind covering the real pioneer period
of Lake County, and so well marshaled by Solon Robinson, the reader will
be able to obtain a perspective in viewing the details of its development
in various scattered sections.

InoiaNna City

Doubling back on our historie tracks, we find that some months after
the prairie was furrowed for the Main Street of Crown Point events
were occurring in the northern part of the county. As noted, Indiana
City was laid out (figuratively) at the old mouth of the Calumet. It
was to have been promoted by a Columbus (Ohio) company; but there
is no evidence that any lots were sold, or that anybody even squatted
on the site of the paper town. But it is of record that the land upon
which the city was to have stood was sold for $14,000 in 1841. Exit
Indiana City.

Liverroor. FOUNDED

Liverpool on Deep River, near its junction with the Little Calumet,
had more substance than Indiana City—a little more. Either in the
later part of 1835, or the fore part of 1836, two Philadelphia men,
John C. Davis and Henry Frederickson, and a Western promoter, John
B. Chapman, blocked out the town. The chief reasons for selecting that
locality as a promising site were that a crude ferry boat had been run-
ning across Deep River at that point for more than a year, and the
famous pole bridge which crossed the Calumet was but a few iles
east. Consequently, Liverpool seemed to be joined with more or less
completeness to the outside world.

The new town on Deep River obtained such notice that during the first
sale of lots, which covered three days in 1836, the proprietors realized
$16,000. Among the purchasers was John Wood, the builder of Wood’s
Mill on Deep River. He and a friend bought nine Liverpool lots for
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$2,000; and many years afterward, when Liverpool had been almost
as completely erased from the county map as Indiana City, he would
bring forth the deed to his ‘‘city property’’ as a unique relic. The paper
was written by John B. Niles, then an attorney, and acknowledged be-
fore Judge Samuel C. Sample, of Porter County.

Liverpool really commenced to pick up as a town of some life with
the arrival of George Earle, an Englishman of means and energy who
came with his family from Philadelphia. He not only bought the bulk
of the city’s site, but much of the surrounding country and laid the
foundation of what became a valuable estate. But the basis of the family
prosperity was not laid on Liverpool real estate.

GEORGE EARLE A REAL PROMOTER

Mr. Earle induced the owners of the lake-shore stage line which ran
from Detroit to Chicago to divert its route so that it included Liver-
pool; but this change was not permanent, as the sand was too deep in
that region and staging too heavy. The northern city also enjoyed a
few months of glory in 1839 as the seat of justice of Lake County, but
in the following year Crown Point, or Lake Court House, was chosen,
and Mr. Earle joined his fortunes with those of Solon Robinson.

After the two had named the county seat as it is now known, the
Englishman secured the appointment of county agent and performed
its duties well. He continued for a time to improve his town of Liver-
pool, bought more land and at length secured ten or twelve sections in
that part of the county. In 1845 Mr. Earle commenced building a mill
at what became the Town of Hobart, which he platted in 1848. In 1854
he returned to Philadelphia, leaving his son, John Earle, who after-
ward became well known as a Chicago capitalist, to manage his interests
in Lake County. The elder man did much for the Town of Hobart,
although after 1854 he spent much of his time in his native town of
Falmouth, England. A gentleman of varied abilities he certainly was;
for he was an artist of talents, and in 1858 presented Hobart with an
art gallery comprising three hundred pictures which he had painted in
Philadelphia. It was said of him in the ’70s: ‘‘Ile is tall in person,
dignified and courteous in manners, manifesting the bearing of an
American and English gentleman.”’

George Earle and Solon Robinson had many traits in common; both
were practical and successful in a worldly sense, and yet each was active
in developing a higher self of ideals.
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THE JoHN B. CHAPMAN TITLES

It is worthy of note that the land on which Liverpool was laid
out was an Indian reservation, or was land selected under an Indian
float. In the recorder’s office of Porter County (Lake County had not
been organized) is a copy of a patent signed by Andrew Jackson, Presi-
dent of the United States, dated June 16, 1836, conveying to John B.
Chapman section 24, township 36, range 8, being 603.60 acres, in accord-
ance with the third article of the treaty made on the Tippecanoe River
with the chiefs and warriors of the Pottawatomies in 1832.

This same John B. Chapman also bought of Re-se-mo-jan, or Parish
as the deed says, ‘‘once a chief, but now an Indian of the Pottawatomies,”’
section 18, township 36, range 7, for which he paid $800. These sections,
with some ten others, including the localities which were afterward
platted as Lake Station and Hobart, came into the hands of Mr. Earle.

Unlike Mr. Robinson, who was also one of the Land Lords of Lake
County in the pioneer period, Mr. Earle never ‘‘squatted,’”’ but was al-
ways careful to secure titles to his lands, either from the original Indian
owners, or from the Government direct.

JOHN Wo0Dp AND WOODVALE

Woodvale, in what is now the eastern edge of Ross Township, on
the west bank of Deep River near the Porter County line, was the first
industrial center in Lake County. It was founded by John Wood, a
Massachusetts miller, whose claim was recorded in December, 1835. He
spent one night in making examinations of land with Dr. Ames, of
Michigan City, and three or four others, in the cabin of Jesse Pierce
on the bank of Turkey Creek. He returned home and in 1836 brought
his family with him,

It is stated that during his absence General Tipton of Fort Wayne,
formerly United States Indian agent and at that time United States
senator, had laid a float upon Mr. Wood’s claim in the name of ‘‘Indian
Quashma.’’ The latter had selected the northeast quarter of section 21,
township 35, range 7, as a mill site, and so according to law or usage
was not properly subject to an Indian float. ‘‘But the float had been
laid by a senator; the location was very much wanted by the claimant.
and so he purchased the land from Indian Quashma, paying him for the
quarter section, $1,000, instead of buying it of the Government for $200.
as he had expected. The deed, with Quashma’s signature, must still be
in the possession of some of the Wood family.”’

In 1837 Mr. Wood erected a sawmill on his land, and in 1838 put a
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grist mill in operation. The latter did for many years a large custom
work for the farmers of both Lake and Porter counties. The place was
soon known as Wood’s Mill; afterward, as Woodvale. Its founder was
a strict temperance man, and in his lifetime refused to lay out and sell
town lots, thus designing to keep saloons out of the community. In that
purpose he was very successful.
. The home of the family was at first on the east side of Deep River,
but in a few years was moved to the west side. Several generations of
Woods have carried on the large flouring mill established by John Wood,
and the homes of the different families have continued the industrious
and social and moral activities so well inaugurated by the founder of
Woodvale.

SETTLERS AROUND RED CEDAR LAKE

Settlers had already located around Red Cedar Lake. In September,
1834, a party of five men came from Attica on the Wabash and camped

ViEw oN FANCHER LAKE

on its banks. It consisted of Richard Fancher, Charles Wilson, Robert
Wilkinson (afterward known as Judge Wilkinson) and two nephews
of the latter. Richard Fancher and Charles Wilson were well mounted ;
the other three men had a wagon and team. The two horsemen rode ex-
tensively over the central parts of the county, and as a result of this
wide survey selected their tracts on or near the shores of Red Cedar
Lake. As already stated, Fancher fixed his claim south of what after-
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ward became Crown Point, his lands surrounding the little lake which
still bears his name and including the Lake County Fair Ground.

Charles Wilson selected his location on the west shore of Red Cedar
Lake.

Soon after the coming of the Attica party came Dr. Thomas Brown
and the Hornors, who made claims on the west shore. They were also
fromr the Wabash region, and the claimants returned to the tracts they
had selected during the following year.

In 1836-37 the east shores of Red Cedar Lake received not a few
new settlers. Among the most prominent of these was the Taylor family,
headed by Obadiah, even then well advanced in years, who came from
Pennsylvania. In that colony were two Taylor sons—Adonijah and
Horace—and two sons-in-law, Horace Edgerton and James Palmer, as
well as a widowed daughter, Mrs. Miranda Stillson. Most of the sons
and daughters of Mr. Taylor had families of their own, and formed a
large share of the early communities at Creston, just south of Cedar
Lake and along its eastern shores.

HEervEYy BaLL

The year 1837 brought several noteworthy additions to the permanent
settlers on the shores of Red Cedar Lake. Among the foremost of these
colonists was Hervey Ball, of an old Massachusetts family, a college man
of legal education, who had moved“to Georgia in his young manhood.
At Augusta he had practiced law and also risen in the cavalry service
of the state. He was also a practical surveyor; a man of force, fine
character and broad education.

In 1836, when forty years of age—in the prime of his vigorous man-
hood—he was engaged in surveying City West, Porter County, and in
the following spring he brought his family from Massachusetts to that
place. But he was not satistied with that location. He and his wife
and five children (the oldest only eleven years of age) sought something
more varied and restful than the stretches of Lake Michigan and its
sandy borders. They had come from the far East, via New York,
Albany, Erie Canal, Buffalo, the stormy ice-laden lakes to Toledo, and
thence by slow land-travel to City West. The new town, yet entirely
problematic, did not meet their outlook.

So, as written many years afterward by one of the four sons of the
Ball family, T. H. Ball of historic fame:—‘In the early summer of
1837, a party of men might have been seen starting on horseback from
a little town on Lake Michigan now no longer in existence, to explore
the new county of Lake. Some of these had come in the early spring
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from the State of Massachusetts, and had fixed their abode for a sum-
mer home ten miles west of Michigan City, on the bank of a great lake.
The band of horsemen found trails and pathways, they crossed swollen,
bridgeless streams, and penetrated the apparently illimitable wilds as
far as Red Cedar Lake. Pleased with that region, delighted with the
native beauty of that little lake and the surrounding prairie, they de-
termined there to pitch their tents and took possession of claims on
Government lands in accordance with the self-imposed squatter laws.

‘“Among these New Englanders, men then in the prime of life,
were Amasa Ainsworth, Lewis Warriner, Norman Warriner and Hervey
Ball, and a young man, Job Worthington, to which number, if not
among them then, was soon added Charles R. Ball, a young man, all
from the old town of West Springfield, Massachusetts. The first of
these making a claim (Ainsworth) settled afterward at Michigan City.
Mr. Worthington returns in the course of a few months to New Eng-
land. Charles R. Ball, remaining for a time at Cedar Lake, settled at
length near Chicago. There remain then, for the Massachusetts Bap-.
tist pioneers, Norman Warriner, Lewis Warriner and Hervey Ball.
Their temporary houses were soon erected and their families settled
around the lake.

‘It has been already said that the two Warriner families found
homes during this year at a little distance from the east bank of the
lake.

BapTtist PioNEERS OF LAKE CouUNTY

“‘These three families found in a short time that three miles north of
Cedar Lake on Prairie West were two other Baptist families—those
of Richard Church and of his son-in-law, Leonard Cutler, from the
State of New York. And soon to these were added the small house-
hold of Mrs. Elizabeth Owen, then a widow, a native of Wales, and
family of Mrs. Leland, also a widow with -several sons. These seven
families were the Baptist pioneers of the County of Lake.

““There were also, among the first residents around the lake, two
brothers by the name of Witherell, the sons of a Baptist minister in the
State of New York. One of these was also a minister, Orrin Witherell,
and without much doubt he was the first Baptist who ever preached in
Lake County. He may have preached twice in the winter of 1837-38;
but these two brothers were very slightly identified with the religious
interests and activities here, and soon left their claims and went else-

where.’”’
Vol. I—4
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FirsT BapTisT Sociery FORMED

On June 17, 1838, Norman Warriner and wife, Lewis Warriner and
wife, Richard Church, Sarah Church, Mrs. Cutler and Hervey Ball and
wife, met in the large log schoolhouse on the west shore of the lake
which was not then quite completed. Elder A. French of Porter County,
the moderator, led both in prayer and the business proceedings. It was
resolved that ‘“we will maintain the observance of the Sabbath by meet-
ing together and conducting the worship of God by the improvement of
such privileges as we may be favored with; also that we will hold regu-
lar covenant meetings monthly, and that we will endeavor to watch
over each other in love as brethren; hoping that a door will soon be
opened in Divine Providence for our being regularly organized as a
church of Christ.”’

Hervey Ball was chosen stated clerk, and on the Sabbath following
Elder French preached to a small but very attentive congregation.

LEwis WARRINER

Of the constituent members of this first Baptist society, which shares
with a class of Methodists the honor of being the pioneer Christian body
of Lake County, Lewis Warriner has perhaps left the most striking
record. He came from the same Massachusetts town as the Balls (West
Springfield) and when he located on the east side of Red Cedar Lake
in 1837 was a man of forty-five who had already made a prominent place
for himself in the Old Bay State. He had been sent to the State As-
sembly four times and filled other honorable public offices. But strong
man though he was, he met with losses at the outset of his stay in Lake
County which were heart-rending. In that sickly season of 1838 much
of the light and joy departed from his home in the passing of his wife
and young daughter; but the father, two sons and a daughter main-
tained the frontier home with courage and hope.

Continuing the record of the worldly events in which Mr. Warriner
participated :—In 1838 a mail route was opened from Crown Point to
‘West Creek, twelve miles, and Mr. Warriner was appointed postmaster,
continuing in that office until 1849; then followed an interim of three
years to allow for administrative changes, and a second term as post-
master, from 1852 until he left the county in 1856.

Lewis Warriner was elected a member of the Indiana Legislature
to represent Lake and Porter counties in 1839; he was the first to be
sent to that body from Lake County, his competitors for the honor
having been L. Bradley of City West, and B. McCarthy of Valparaiso.
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In 1840 he served as United States census enumerator for Lake County, .
and was again elected to the Legislature in 1848, Like Hervey Ball, with
whom he enjoyed an intimate and lifelong friendship, he never deviated
a hair’s breadth from the faith of the Baptist church. His character
was above reproach ; he was an able man in many ways and of wide influ-
ence along the elevated paths of life. His surviving children having
both married, Mr. Warriner left the county in 1856 and went to reside
with his son, Edwin B., of Kankakee, Illinois, and afterward with his
daughter, Mrs. James A. Hunt. He died at the residence of his son-in-
law, at Prairie Grove, Arkansas, in May, 1869, in his seventy-seventh
year.

RecoeN1ZED As CEpar Lake Baprist CHURCH

‘Within a year from the organization of the first Baptist society of
Lake County, it was resolved to take steps to be formally recognized as
a church, according to the policy of that denomination. At a meeting
held in Leonard Cutler’s house, April 6, it was ‘‘Resolved, To invite a
council of ministers and brethren to meet with us on the third Saturday
in May to take into consideration the propriety of recognizing us as a
church of Christ.”” It was agreed to invite Elder French of Porter
County, Elders Bolles andSawin of Laporte County. and Elder Hinton
of Chicago, ‘‘with such brethren from their several churches as may be
appointed.”’

The neighboring churches at that time were in Porter County, thirty
miles away ; at Chicago, forty miles away, and in Laporte County, fifty
miles from Red Cedar Lake.

““The grass on the prairie again beghn its unchecked growth. There
were no great herds of cattle to crop it as it grew. The May flowers
again appeared in the woodland beside the lake, and the time set for the
council came.’’

Without going into all the details, it is sufficient to know that at the
stated time, May 18, 1839, Elder A. French, of the First Baptist Church
of Salt Creek, and Elder Benjamin Sawin, of the Church of Laporte
Village, with two representative brethren from each of those bodies, duly
recognized the local brethren and sisters as the Cedar Lake Baptist
Church. The council convened in the schoolhouse.

First METHODIST MISSION

Somewhat earlier than that year the Methodists had organized classes
at Pleasant Grove and Crown Point, the latter (1838) being denominated
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. a ‘‘church,’”’ rather than a class. The best account of early Methodism
in Lake County has been written by Mrs. Sarah G. Wood, who married
into the well-known Wood family of Wood’s Mill, or Woodvale. From
her researches it seems that in 1836 a Methodist missionary named
Stephen Jones was sent by the presiding elder, then residing at South
Bend, into the interior of what is now Lake County. He preached at
the cabin of Thomas Reed, two miles south of Crown Point, and at some
other points, and after six months of such ministrations as he was able
to give the scattered settlers the first Methodist class was organized at
the residence of E. W, Bryant, Pleasant Grove. At that time the county
was attached to the Northwestern Mission, taking in a circuit of 500
miles; and consequently it was impossible to reach the several appoint-
ments oftener than once in six weeks.

The Pleasant Grove Society consisted of E. W. Bryant and wife,
John Kitchel and wife and a Mr. Menden Hall and wife, with Mr. Bryant
as leader. In 1837 H. B. Beers came to the work, which during that
year was confined to Lake and Porter counties and was called the Deep
River Mission. Jacob Colclazier followed Rev. Mr. Beers in 1838, and
during the year the first quarterly meeting in the county was held in the
dwelling house of William Payne, Bishop Roberts conducting the meeting.

CrowN PoiNT METHODIST CHURCH FOUNDED

In the later part of the year Rev. Mr. Stagg took charge of the work,
and under his ministry the Methodist Church of Crown Point was organ-
ized, Aaron Wood being presiding elder. Robert Hyde, a local preacher
residing at Pleasant Grove, supplied the Crown Point appointment in
1839, and quite a number were added to the church. So that 1839 may
be said to mark the firm establishment of the Methodists at and near
Crown Point and of the Baptists at the Lake of the Red Cedars.

THE CHURCHES, CUTLERS AND ROCKWELLS

The year 1836 kept the Claim Register busy. It records about one
hundred and twenty who made claims in Lake County, a considerable
portion of whom became settlers. Prairie West received an important
accession from Michigan, among whom were the Churches and Cutlers.

Richard Church was well advanced in life when he located, some of
his children having families of their own. The homes of his son, Darling
Church; of his son-in-law, Leonard Cutler; of his near neighbor, W.
Rockwell ; of Mrs. Elizabeth Owen, a widow; of Mrs. Leland, with sev-
eral sons, and of John Bothwell, were also on Prairie West; and they
were all comers of 1836 or 1837.
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The Churches and the Rockwells were related by marriage, William
Rockwell, the father of the family, being an elderly man, like Richard
Church, when he and his sons migrated to Prairie West. He was elected
a county commissioner in 1840 and died in 1855, seventy-four years of
age. Four years before he had been elected an associate judge for Lake
County shortly before the office was abolished.

Two sons became citizens of Crown Point, one of them giving the
family name to the Rockwell House, a well known hostlery at the county
seat of which he was long proprietor.

1837 ALso A Busy YEar

In 1837, according to the Claim Register, eighty-one men became
settlers of the newly organized county, after which, with its civil machin-
ery in full operation, there seemed to be no -erying need for such a
record ; the Squatters’ Union, however, maintained its organization until
the first of the regular land sales had been safely weathered and specu-
lators had been cowed, if not bullied.

EBENEZER SAXTON SUCCEEDS JERE WIGGINS

ITow Wiggins Point was founded by Jere Wiggins in 1836 has been
told. In 1837 Ebenezer Saxton, a Vermonter, left Canada during the
Patriot war and started for Detroit with his family. His destination was
four hundred miles, by ox-cart, but he made it in time, when he was
drawn into the tide which was setting so strong Chicago-ward. The
family reached Deep River and the new town of Liverpool, where they
boarded a ferryboat of the rickety, flimsy, pioneer kind. Only seven
other families, with their ox teams, joined the Saxtons; and the ferry-
boat floundered. Fortunately the water ‘was shallow ; so the eight families
were fished out of the river, the boat righted, the oxen landed, and the
procession of emigrants continued philosophically onward.

The Saxton family started sonthward into the new Lake County,
their means now reduced to $5 in gold. Reaching Turkey Creek, the
oxen, for the first time in their long journey, were stuck fast with their
load in the deep mud. A whole-souled pioneer helped them out for $2,
and the Saxtons, with the three remaining dollars, passed on to what
was the old MeGwinn Indian village and burial ground, then known as
Wiggins Point. There they found the Wiggins cabin, obtained shelter
and rest, and secured the Wiggins claim, and lived at that locality, after it
had been named Merrillville, for many years thereafter.
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MEeRRILLVILLE FoUNDED

Not long after the coming of the Saxtons, Dudley and William Merrill
secured land on the north side of the old Indian trail, opposite the
Wiggins-Saxton claim, the latter erecting quite a large frame house on
his property. The Merrills were aggressive, and Mr. Saxton himself
was a good worker, and soon a little settlement appeared, to which was
given the name of Centerville. Not long afterward, when the postoffice
was established, it became Merrillville, with a hotel, store, blacksmith
shop, cheese factory and a very respectable collection of houses.

THE BrowNsS OF EAGLE CREEK

Alexander F. Brown, of Scotch lineage and an old New York family,
remained in the Empire State until 1837, when, at the age of thirty-
three, he moved with his family to Southeast Grove, Eagle Creek Town-
ship, Lake County. There he became one of the solid squatters of the
Union, secured his homestead and became the father of three sons, one
of whom died after his death in 1849. The eldest son is John Brown, the
ex-treasurer and auditor, the pioneer banker and farmer, and the old
soldier and splendid citizen of Crown Point and Lake County. As he
was born in 1840 on the family homestead at Southeast Grove, a detailed
account of his life and services falls in a later portion of this history.

SETTLEMENT OF THE WEST CREEK NEIGHBORHOOD

The Jacksons and the Farleys, related by marriage, settled in what
was known as the West Creek neighborhood in the same busy year of
1837. They were New England people by birth and residents of New
York before they migrated to Michigan and thence to Lake County. In
the spring of 1837 Joseph Jackson located his claim on West Creek; in
the summer returned to it with his son Clinton and the latter’s family,
while in October he started from Monroe County, Michigan, with his own
family. They came with teams and were nearly three weeks on the way.
Mr. Jackson took with him some dry goods and groceries and opened the
first store in that part of the county. In 1838 a schoolhouse was built,
and one of the family, Miss Ursula A. Jackson, became teacher of the
first school in what is now West Creek Township.

After several years of farm life the family moved to Crown Point,
erected buildings, kept hotels, and the father, J. Jackson, was the first
county auditor. After a residence in this county of nearly twenty years,
in the spring of 1857 he moved to Iowa. For two terms he was mayor of
the City of Wapello and lived to be nearly ninety-five years of age.
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SoME ENGLISH SETTLERS

In 1837 a number of English settlers located in the northeastern part
of the county, above the prairie region and mainly in what are now Calu-
met and Hobart townships. Jonas Rhodes took up land on the sandy
ridge and the wooded growth of what is now Calumet Township, near
Glen Park. The five Hayward brothers settled not far south of Hobart.

GErMAN CaTtnorics oF St. JoENs TowNSHIP

Too much praise cannot be given the German settlers of Lake
County for their sturdy pioneer work. The first of their race to appear
as a home-seeker and a home-finder was John Hack, a Prussian, who, in
the spring of 1837, located on the western limit of Prairie West, near
the present Town of St. Johns.

In 1838 the four families of Joseph Schmal, Peter Orte, Michael
Adler and Matthias Reder came from Germany together and settled near
the large Hack family. Others soon followed. These constituted the.
nucleus of the large Catholic settlement in what is now St. Johns Town-
ship. In 1843 on the Hack land was erected and consecrated a Roman
Catholic chapel and regular religious services were held from that time
henceforth. '

Adam Schmal, one of the sons of the pioneer, became prominent in
local politics, and for two terms held the office of county treasurer.

GERMAN LuUTHERANS oF HANOVER TOWNSHIP

In 1838 Henry Sasse, Sr., H. Von Hollen and Lewis Herlitz made
their homes northwest of Red Cedar Lake, the pioneers of that large
colony of German Lutherans who have settled in Hanover Township and
advanced both its agricultural and moral interests. Mr. Sasse bought
the Cox and Chase claims, and Mr. Herlitz the Nordyke lands. Several
children of these pioneers—Messrs. Sasse and Herlitz had married sisters
—Dbecame prominent citizens of Crown Point.

The increase of immigration and building which had been especially
noticeable since the organization of the county in 1837 made sawmills
and bridges most important adjuncts to the proper development of the
country. Four of the earliest mills are accredited to the year 1838, called
from the names of their builders, Walton’s, Wood’s, Dustin’s and Tay-
lor’s. The Wood mill, at Woodvale, furnished the most lumber.
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EARLY SAwWMILLS AND BRIDGES

Bridge-building really commenced in the mill-year of 1838, the two
industries being closely related. ‘‘One who looks over the county now,
especially in the summer time, seeing here and there a ditch, but very
little flowing water, can have no correct idea of our streams in the early
days when, free and bridgeless, in the spring and often in midsummer,
the Calumet and Turkey Creek, Deep River and Deer Creek, Eagle
Creek, Cedar Creek and West Creek, were sending off their full flow
of water to the distant Atlantic, some through Lake Michigan and some

Oup StyLE Saw MILL

southward through the Kankakee to the Mississippi and the Gulf. The
stream called West Creek, with its wide marsh, its springs, and its
quicksands, formed, until bridges were built, an impassable barrier for
anything like travel. The horseman was in danger in many places if he
tried to urge his horse across.

““Two bridges were built in this year (1838) of lumber across Deep
River, a short distance northeast of Lake Court House, costing $500.
These were built by Daniel May and Hiram Nordyke. That bridges were
needed across this river was evident, for in the midsummer of 1837 a
very large horse drawing a buggy in an attempt to ford the marshy
stream, went down, probably into quicksand, leaving only his head out
of water, and only by the rapid exertion of his driver, who plunged at
once into the water, was separated from the buggy and helped upon his
feet, regaining the dry prairie on the further side.”’
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1838 FirsT YEArR OF BRIDGE-BUILDING

Over West Creek, near the Wilkinson home, a bridge costing $400 was
built by N. Hayden ; across Cedar Creek, near the Lewis Warriner place,
another was erected by S. P. Stringham and R. Wilkinson at an expense
of $200, and still another by Amsi L. Ball, at B. Wilkinson’s crossing,
near the Porter County line, at a cost of $400. Thus, in the first year
of bridge-building it appears that for five very needful bridges the amount
of $1,500 was laid out. The money came from what was known then as
the Three Per Cent fund.

CoMINgG OF SAMUEL TURNER AND WIFE

None of the early settlers were useful and influential in more and
better ways than the Turners of Eagle Creek. The Scotch-Irish blood
in the family gave its members both perseverance and vivacity; made
them both steadfast and popular; the people had confidence in them and
were not disappointed in their performances.

The first of the family to come to Liake County was Samuel Turner,
who was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in March, 1782. In 1810 he
was married at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and in 1833 became a resident
of Laporte County. But that part of Indiana was too settled for a
poor man, and in 1839 Mr. Turner, his wife and various members of his
family became permanent settlers on Eagle Creek. Other settlers near
them at that time were D. Sargeant, John Moore, A. D. McCord, George
Smith, A. Goodrich and Mrs. Mary Dilley.

Samuel Turner’s granddaughter; Mrs. S. J. Monteith, says of this
advent of the Turner family: ‘‘The toilsome journey from Pennsyl-
vania was over and for a time our weary feet found rest in Door Village,
Laporte County. Fair and beautiful it lay before our eyes, but we were
poor and must press onward to fields yet uncultivated and almost un-
sought. Thus Samuel Turner and wife journeyed on, and spent the
summer of 1838 in the southern part of Lake County, locating their farm
on the banks of the little winding stream afterward called Eagle Creek.
In the fall they went back to Laporte County, sending in their stead the
young people of the family, as better able to endure the hardships of a
pioneer winter.’’

Among these sturdy young people was a son, David Turner, then
in his twenty-second year; his father, the leader of the colony, was
fifty-six.

The parents came to reside permanently on the claim which the young
people had held on Eagle Creek in 1839, and Samuel Turner’s popularity
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became soon manifest by his election to the office of justice of the peace.
In 1842 he was chosen associate judge. His stay in the county and in
this world was all too brief, for he died in 1847. But the few years of his
residence had endeared him to a wide cirele.

The first Judge Turner was not only a man of sound traits, but he
had a very kind heart and was ever éndeavoring to serve his neighbors;
. in faet, it could be said of him as of few on this selfish earth—he seemed
to love his neighbor as himself. An illustrative incident: For several
years there was no cabinet shop nearer than Valparaiso, and having
learned the use of carpenter tools, he was called upon to make all the
coffins used in the neighborhood, frequently taking lumber from the
chamber floor of his cabin for that purpose, and always without charge.
His good wife and children remained to carry on the work of contributing
to the growth of a virtuous community.

JupGE Davip TURNER

David Turner seemed especially adapted for such a work of duty and
love. He succeeded his father to the justiceship in 1842, when in his
twenty-sixth year; was elected probate judge in 1849, state representa-
tive in 1854 and state senator in 1858, and was appointed by President
Lincoln United States assessor in 1862. For many years he lived a very
active and useful life at Crown Point, and died February 14, 1890, in his
seventy-fourth year.

All of the Turners have been supporters and promoters of religion,
and David Turner was particularly active in Sunday school work. He
married Caroline Bissell in 1844, and ten children were born to their
union—all in Crown Point. The second born and first daughter is
Sarah J., who married Rev. T. W. Monteith and who has written much
interesting local history, and the seventh born, and the second and last
son, is A. Murray, the well known banker of Hammond. The details
regarding various members of the Turner family, who came into Lake
County so early and are still faithful to its best advancement, will be
found in other portions of this history.

SqQuaTTER’S UNION PROTECTS SETTLERS

The most important event to the bona fide settlers of Lake County
was the first sale of public lands, which occurred at Laporte on March 19,
1839. Their purchase by the Government from the Pottawatomies and
their survey into townships and sections has already been noticed, as
well as the formation of the Squatter’s Union in 1836. That organiza-
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tion had jealously protected the titles of those who sought homes, as
against the schemes of speculators, who in other new counties of the state
had often seized the properties of those who had made homestead im-
provements upon the basis of ‘‘squatters’ rights.’’

The Squatter’s Union of Lake County did not propose that this
injustice should occur within its domain. The actual settlers were not
prepared to pay more than the Government price for their lands—that
is, $1.25 an acre—and the members of the union bound themselves to
stand by each other on the basis of that purchase price. Article II of
its constitution read: ‘‘That if Congress should neglect or refuse to pass
a law, before the land on which we live is offered for sale, which shall
secure to us our rights, we will hereafter adopt such measures as may
be necessary effectually to secure each other in our just claims.’’

At the time the sales were held in Laporte the Squatter’s Union had
mustered a determined membership of some five hundred, who chose
delegates to represent them at the bidding. Solon Robinson was selected
to represent one township, William Kinnison another, and A. McDonald
the third. The last-named became a prominent lawyer, the first at Crown
Point, where he had settled during the year of the sales (1839).

The record is that no speculators interfered with the rights of the
squatters ; that ‘‘the sale passed off quietly, and the sons of Lake returned
peacefully to their homes.”’

Thus, with Lake County secure in its civil organization and the
settlers fully protected in the titles td®their homes, the pioneer period
closes with a substantial guarantee for the future.
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‘When a well educated, broadly intelligent and keenly observant man,
also active and sympathetic, resides in one county for sixty-five years,
naturally he has noticed many important and interesting human beings
and events. Such was the good fortune of Bartlett Woods and Lake
County, and no one more firmly intrenched himself in the respect,
admiration and affections of the people generally than the able, energetic
and big-hearted Englishman who came to them as a youth, when the
country was green and raw, and left them as their Old Man Eloquent,
with white hair but still mellow soul.

60
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BARTLETT Wo0ODS

Bartlett Woods was born in England and reared in Hastings. In
1837, while the county was still in its infancy, he crossed the ocean-with
his elder brotHer Charles, the younger being at that time in his twentieth
year. They selected land between Merrillville and, Ross, and that locality
was Bartlett Woods’ homestead for many years. After he had become
‘‘comfortable in estate’’—he was always contented in mind—and widely
known as a public speaker and writer, he moved with his wife and young-
est daughter to Crown Point.

Young Woods had received in England such an education as became
a postmaster’s son; his father had been postmaster at Hastings for a
period of forty years, which, in the Old Country, was sufficient to give
the entire family a high standing. An earnest reader and deep thinker,
he was also a natural speaker and a graceful writer, and within a decade
after settling in Lake County was recognized as one of its coming men.
His public life commenced in the fall of 1848, when he was thirty years
of age, the occasion being the first free soil meeting in Lake County.

A PI1ONEER PI1CTURE

Nearly a decade before Mr. Woods had come to Central Lake County
as among the first of the pioneer colonists, and more than forty years
afterward, when president of the Old Settlers’ Association, was writing
in this strain: ‘‘The pioneer family had come, the wagon covered for
the journey their only shelter. A cabin is to be built, the nearest timber
is sought for, the axes wake up the stillness of a thousand years, only
broken before by the whoop of the Indian or perhaps by that mysterious
race that may have lived here even before the Red Man came. The
advent of civilized life has begun, the logs are hauled by the oxen that
brought them here, neighbors lend a helping hand, and then, the raising.
All the neighbors around are invited—few there may be, but all come.
The best choppers are chosen to carry up the corners, log after log goes
up even to the roof; no rafters, no shingles—but instead of shingles,

“shakes two feet long rived out of a white oak log, and poles put on the
shakes to keep them in place. Not a nail was necessary; even the door
was hung with wooden hinges. Dinner was provided, good feeling ruled ;
whiskey was passed around during the raising, and few thought at that
day that it was any great breach of temperance propriety to drink with
the rest, wishing success, health and happiness to the new comers.
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THE CABIN AND ITs FURNITURE

‘‘The chimney was a curiosity. Brick was out of the question. It was
a stick chimney laid up square and the sticks split out as near like lath
as possible. Clay mortar was laid on with each lath, the whole carried
up above the peak of the roof. The jambs and inside and the hearth
were all clay, kept in place by logs outside. All was plastered inside and
out with clay mortar and the chimney was completed.

““Of furniture in the sense we understand it now, there was very
little. I do not remember any of the pioneer cabins having a cooking
stove or a carpet. No sewing machines; nothing like that of today to
lighten woman’s labor. The fireplace at one end wide enough for a log
fire, the kettle swinging on the crane, the bake kettle, the spider and the
frying pan, comprised about all the cooking utensils of the household.
A table made from the best material on hand, sometimes shakes, a few
splint-bottom chairs, a bench or two; some had bedsteads; but it was no
uncommon thing to see a bedstead made of poles, the ends driven into
the logs and one leg out in the room holding up the ends of the poles.
‘With an axe and a few tools, a one-legged bedstead could be made in a
few hours. No locks or bolts on our doors; no fastenings of any kind.

FeELLow-FEELING THAT MaDE Us ‘“ WoNDRrOUS KIND”’

‘‘Civilization and culture claim to have made great strides; so they
have, but in our condition we had some compensating. advantages. In
those small beginnings, without much capital to start, the poverty of
that day was clean and respectable. There were no tramps. There was
no fear of the modern burglar. Simply as a way to fasten the door when
shut, was the latch; and this was always of wood with a string attached;
so that it became a saying, when speaking of the generous hospitality of
the squatters, that their latch string was always out. And it was; to all
that came, there was a greeting and welcome. This feeling was the result
of a mutual dependence at raisings, joining teams, and in every way in
which we could help one another. In health or in sickness, this trait
of fraternal feeling always prompted to the most neighborly interests
and kindly offices, and was to us a source of much comfort and happi-
ness. Our isolation and trials would have been almost unbearable with-
out that fellow feeling that made us ‘wondrous kind.” Sympathy, that
divinity that lives in its purity amidst poverty, trials and trouble, came
out in its grandest devotion in the hours when sickness and death came to
our homes. Pomp and wealth and luxury have come to many in our
land, but not in the reveling of wealth or the splendor of its surround-



LAKE COUNTY AND THE CALUMET REGION 63

ings can often be found the beauty of this sympathy and kindness,
which grew up and was a balm and a helper to the pioneers in their
bumble cabins in the wilderness. Fashions there were none. The cut
of a coat or the style of a bonnet did not occupy a thought. The mothers
and wives and daughters of the pioneers had no money to waste, or
time to trouble themselves with the frivolities of fashion.

MARVELOUS INDUSTRY

‘“Let one who shares their sorrows and their joys this day, bear wit-
ness that to them this generation owes a debt of gratitude which too few
appreciate and which can hardly be fully repaid. Their industry was
marvelous. They spun, doubled and twisted, made stockings and mittens,
attended to the baby or swung it up to the baby jumper made of a
hickory pole, fashioned their own clothing—the sun bonnet for summer
and the hood for winter—and the children’s clothes, made the quilts
and coverlets—everything nearly worn by the family except the boots
on our feet. All this was the work of the pioneer women, besides the
cooking, washing and miscellaneous duties. A few exceptions there
might have been, but in the main this held true. They had a mission, a
work to do, and they bravely did it.

REAsONS FOR Srow GrROwWTH

““I should do an injustice to the pioneer history of Lake County, were
I to omit stating the reasons for the slow growth after the first settlement.
The majority of the first settlers lacked means, a want of capital was
the day of small beginnings. The man was rich who owned a breaking
team. Some had a yoke of oxen, very few had horses, but many had
neither. No one had pastures; everything was turned out, and the tinkle
of the bell led many a wanderer to a settler’s cabin. Hunting the oxen
on foot through the wet tall grass and sloughs in the early morning was
anything but pleasant. Often finding them late, made plowing slow
work, and a wooden mold board on the plow made good work impossible.
No steel plows then. Harrows of the most primitive kind—many-home-
made, with wooden teeth; no mowers, no reapers, no separators like our
modern threshing machines; pitchforks rude and clumsy, made at the
nearest blacksmith shop ; all our implements would be looked on today as
relics. Only one tool has held its own, and that is the American axe.
It has been the pioneer’s friend, and has been with him and one of his
best helpers in all his labors from the Atlantie to the Pacific.

-
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Lack oF TRANSPORTATION

‘“And then, after working and waiting for years and when at last
we did raise something to sell, our means of transportation was so im-
peded by bad roads that it cost nearly all it was worth to get it to market.

‘‘For fifteen years—not caleulating from 1834, but from 1835—we
had no connection with the outside world east, except by steam and
sailing vessels on the lake, or by the mail coach, or by private conveyance.
As winter closed in on us, lake navigation ceased and the only publie
conveyance was by the mail coach between Detroit and Chicago. For
fifteen years we were almost an isolated community, at times making a
four days’ trip with oxen to Chicago; and at that day Chicago was a
land-locked town six menths in the year.

‘‘Capital had very little to do with our early growth, for compara-
tively speaking there was none; what progress was made was by hard
knocks and constant labor. In 1850 the railroads came and opened up
to us the world and a market the year around.”’

First FREE SoiL MEETING

Two years before the railroads came to Lake County Mr. Woods came
into prominence as a free soiler, and, as stated, has written an interesting
account of the first meeting held in that cause, during the month of
September, 1848. Ile was one of the secretaries of that pioneer meeting,
and afterward made arrangements to go out with Alexander McDonald,
the Crown Point lawyer, and deliver free soil speeches. Later he did
much to establish republicanism in the county and in 1861 and 1865
represented the young party in the State Legislature.

Mr. Woods’ commencement of his own public career is as follows:
“The War was over. Mexico as a basis of peace ceded a large area of
territory. Should these new acquisitions be slave or free? The time
had come to make a determined stand against the aggressions of the
slave power. The year 1848 opened with ominous forebodings of a
struggle. The democratic party had become the mere instrument of
Calhoun and the Southern leaders. The whig party made no decisive
blow for freedom, was trimming and vacillating, dominated by the spirit
of concession and compromise. Neither of the old parties represented
the anti-slavery sentiment, and so a new party sprung into existence—
the free soil party. ‘No more slave territory, no more slave states,” was
the answer of this new party to the demands of Slavery. The excite-
ment was intense. Earmnest citizens from both parties, whigs and demo-
crats, joined in the movement. ‘Free soil; free speech; free labor and
free men,’ was their campaign ery.
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‘‘Early in September bills were posted all over this county stating:
‘All those opposed to the further extension of slavery and who are in
favor of the admission of California as a free State are requested to
meet at the Court House in Crown Point on Saturday, September 16,
1848.°

‘““The day for the meeting came and the log Court House was well
filled. Judge Clark, Alexander McDonald, Wellington Clark, Alfred
Foster, Dr. Pettibone, Luman A. Fowler, William Pettibone, John Wood
of Deep River, Bartlett Woods, Jonas Rhodes, Samuel Sigler, David K.
Pettibone and Dr. Wood of Lowell, were there. Judge Clark was chosen
chairman and Wellington Clark and Bartlett Woods, secretaries of the
meeting, which was quite enthusiastic. Speeches were made and a com-
mittee appointed who planned a series of meetings throughout Lake
County.

‘‘The following is copied from one of the original notices, now in my
possession, and shows something of the feeling of the men who first
started the free soil movement in Lake County :—

‘“ ‘Free Soil and Freedom—The undersigned will address the citizens
of West Creek on the issue of Free Soil and Equal Rights, against
Slavery and Aristocracy, at the Methodist meeting house, on Thursday,
the 5th of October next; of Cedar Creek, at the house of Leonard String-
ham, on Friday, the 6th; of Eagle Creek, at the place of holding elections,
on Saturday, the Tth; of Winfield Township, on Friday, the 13th, at the
place of holding elections; and of Ross Township, at the house of S. B.
Straight, in Centerville, on Saturday, the 14th—at each place at 1 o’clock.
Now come. Come one and all, and see what a horrible demon Free Soil
principle is. You shall not be injured. Come out and learn whether it
be MeDonaldism or the Republicanism of 1776.

‘¢ ‘Sept. 20, 1848.

‘BARTLETT WOODS,
‘A. McDonNALD.’

““The meetings were held and were well attended, and at the Presi-
dential election in November the free soil vpte showed plainly that the
issue had been met and that a new era had begun in our national politics.

““From that time on, Lake County’s free soil idea grew in strength.
It was the germ from which the republican party sprung. Its large
republican vote attests this. Its vote for Fremont, for Lincoln and for
Grant and Colfax, and for Colfax all through his Congressional career,
gained for it the honor of being one of the banner republican counties
of the State.

“‘The first meeting in the Old Log Court House left its mark and was

not held in vain.”’
vol. I—5
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Besides becoming a leader in political affairs, Mr. Woods was promi-
nent as a farmer, assisting in a notable measure in the organization and
forwarding of the Grange movement and in the work of farmers’ insti-
tutes. Therefore it was that his death, in May, 1903, removed a large
figure from the activities of Lake County citizens covering three-score
years and several generations. He was a notable human link between
the times of the pioneers and those of modern spirit and achievement.

Historic RELICS oF LARKE CoUNTY PIONEERS

On September 3 and 4, 1884, the Old Settlers’ Association of the
county held a semi-centennial celebration of the settlement of that part
of Northwestern Indiana. It was well attended and drew forth many
interesting papers from the enthusiastic pioneers, who also presented
for inspection a number of historic relics. Some of these related closely
to Lake County; others were of more general interest, but all were
mementoes of Lake County pioneers and widely illustrative of old times
and individual tastes, as well as of family histories.

As observed by T. H. Ball, who was the most generous donor: ‘The
observant reader will notice that these articles are here called antiquities
which have been in existence in their present form fifty years or more
(written in 1884); as fifty years is called the limit of settlement here.
One object in presenting these, and especially in presenting some of the
smaller relics, was to show to the children and young people how easily
articles, apparently perishable, could be kept'in a state of good preserva-
tion for at least fifty years. Another object was to show to the present
generation some of the customs, styles and proofs of cultivation of the
former generations who have passed away. The cultivation of some love
and even veneration for the past many consider desirable for every truly
refined and noble nature.”’

CONDENSED ACCOUNT OF THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL

A condensed account of this gathering, so full of interest to the older
generations of Lake County, was written for the publishers of this work
a decade ago and is reproduced: ‘‘A semi-centennial celebration of the
beginning of permanent settlement of the county was held on the Fair
Ground, September 3 and 4, 1884. Considerable preparation was made
for this event through the Old Settlers’ Association, and by a large num-
ber of citizens much interest was taken in preparing for the proceedings
and in carrying them out. A large general committee of arrangements
was appointed, thirty subjects named and assigned to writers for his-



LAKE COUNTY AND THE CALUMET REGION 67

torical papers, and six special committees appointed. Of those who were
on these different committees eleven are not now living. An oration was
delivered by previous appointment, which by the special influence of the
chairman of the committee, George Willey, Esq., was assigned to T. H.
Ball, who occupied one hour of time in its delivery. An address was
made to the members of the Association of Pioneers anad Old Settlers by
Congressman T. J. Wood, and a semi-centennial poem was read com-
prigsing twenty-five stanzas of eight lines each. Seventy-one relics and
antiquities of various kinds, historic and prehistoric, were presented for
inspection. Not numbered among these were twelve old or curious coins,
making the full number eighty-three. Most of these rare, curious, valu-
able relics and heirlooms are supposed to be still in the county, and some
of them can probably be secured for the Association when a suitable
room is found in which they can be preserved.

‘‘Besides the exercises at the Fair Ground on the two days of Wednes-
day and Thursday, literary exercises were held on Wednesday evening
at Hoffman’s Opera House in Crown Point, the Crown Point Band fur-
nishing some excellent music; Willie Cole and Miss Allie Cole giving a
flute and piano duet; singing also by a quartette, Benton Wood, Cassius
Griffin, Miss Ella Warner and Miss Georgie E. Ball—Mrs. Jennie Young,
pianist. On the first day of the celebration, the opening hymn was ‘My
Country ’Tis of Thee’; on the second day, the new hymn was sung called
‘Our Broad Land.’

‘WHAT oF THE 1934 GATHERING?l

““Further features of this celebration cannot here be given, but this
writer hopes that thirty years from now—in 1934—a still larger gather-
ing will be found upon the Lake County Fair Ground, where a book
now in the recorder’s office is then to be opened—a book presented to
the Association by Hon. Joseph A. Little and which contains very many
signatures of persons present at Lake County’s semi-centennial in 1884.
A special committee, to be appointed thirty years hence, is to open that
(at present) sealed book. To be called for and to be opened at the same
time by that same committee, there is now sealed up in the recorder’s
office quite a large map of Lake County. On this map are the names of
many children, some of whom, as men and women, it is expected will be
present then.”’

Mgrs. S. J. MonTEITH’S MEMORIES

Mrs. S. J. Monteith, granddaughter of Samuel Turner (who married
Jane Dinwiddie, of the famous clan), was of the younger generation
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(she was born in 1847) who founded the Turner homestead of Eagle
Creek, and thus describes their first cabin home and those early times:
““Our cabin stood on a little hill surrounded by giant oaks and hickories,
a short distance to the west from the creek. It was dark and cheerless
enough during the day, for the only light must come through the chimney,
as window glass was not to be obtained. At night the glowing flames,
leaping and crackling in the broad fireplace, transformed the place
entirely, -and around our humble hearthstone many a happy hour was
spent, talking of the past and planning for the future.

A LoNESOME PIONEER SISTER

‘‘Before the first glimmer of dawn the boys must be away to the
swamp ; and who can tell how long the hours and days were to the sister
at home alone, trying to make things comfortable for them when they
should return at night, or how often she wended her way to an oak
standing alone, to peer out over the snowy wastes and into the gathering.
darkness to watch for their coming? Our neighbors were the Sarjeants,
Dilleys, George Smith, A. Goodrich, M. Pearce, E. Coplin, the Bryants
and a few others; and after a while we had a doctor within nine miles,
which was a great boon; for in those early years sickness, especially ague
and fevers, prevailed to such an extent that often whole families were
prostrated, and scarcely enough well people would be found in the neigh-
borhood to wait on the sick ones.

HoNEY EXCHANGED FOR APPLES

““In the spring the father and mother brought apple seeds with them,
which we planted, and if you will visit the farm now you may still eat
the fruit from some of those seedlings. We were the first in the neigh-
borhood to have apples. They revived our Pennsylvania taste for apple
butter; but it needed sweetening, and fortunately Aunt Polly Dilley
could give us honey in exchange for apples, so that both families were
supplied with the luxury. Once a traveler from Alabama stayed with
us over night and gave us some peach pits, which were planted, and in
three or four years we were abundantly supplied with peaches which
we have never seen equaled in this part of the country; but our winters
were too severe for the trees and they did not endure, many of them.
‘When we settled there, we would not have taken as a gift what is now
the Niles farm; for it was impossible to cross it without miring down in
the quicksand.
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AN OLp LETTER oF 1843

‘“The mail service in those days was very limited and envelopes
entirely unknown; but occasionally a letter written on a sheet of blue
legal cap folded so that the paper served as an envelope and securely
sealed with wax, would find its way fromm Pennsylvania or Ohio, often
by the hand of a traveler and after spending weeks on the way. We have
one such in the house now bearing date of 1843, in which occurs a sen-
tence something like this: ‘The Washington movement has reached here,
and total abstinence is being agitated. I trust this reform will go on
and prepare the way for others until human slavery shall be abolished.’
The writer did not live to see his hope fulfilled twenty yvears later.

TrE IMMORTAL ‘‘THANATOPSIS’’

“‘Fifty years have seen many changes. Here and there stands a tree
that looked down on our grandfathers in middle life and their sons in
boyhood days; but they are fast giving way to youuger ones that were
only saplings then. And the weather-beaten stones and grass-grown
mounds in yonder cemetery would tell you where rest our forefathers.
So we must follow them.

¢ ¢ All that breathe will share their destiny.
So live that when thy summons comes to join
The innumerable caravan that moves
To the pale realms of shade, where each shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death,
Thou go not, like the quarry slave at night,
Scourged to his dungeon ; but sustained and soothed
By an unfaltering trust approach thy grave,
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch
About him and lies down to pleasant dreams.’ ’’

AUNT SusaN TURNER

In a note to Mrs. Monteith’s paper, T. II. Ball adds: ‘‘The ‘sister
at home’ mentioned in the foregoing paper was Miss Susan Turner, a
sister of Judge Turner of Crown Point, who has remained through the
changes of these, our first fifty years, on the early family homestead,
until this November (1884)—sometimes almost alone; at other times,
entertaining the group of happy children that would go down from Crown
Point to visit Aunt Susan. The writer of this note has met her in her
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Eagle Creek home, and he was delighted with the rural and sylvan
beauty there; the running stream near by, the grove of majestic oaks,
the singing birds of summer time, the quiet and repose of nature there,
all adding to the associations and pleasantness of the place. Many a
beautiful spot for a little home, where the glad voices of childhood would
be heard, and manhood and age would find comfort and rest, the pioneers
of our country selected when they reared their first log cabins.

‘‘The cemetery mentioned is near Hebron, about one mile from the
county line.”’

RecoLLECTIONS OF JAMES H. LuTHER

James H. Luther, who has already been mentioned as one of the first
to travel through Lake County and write an account of his experiences,
missed the usual Beach Route, in the spring of 1837, and goes on to say:
‘‘This mistaking my road made extra travel for me, via Liverpool, where
George Earle was then in glory as to business (for business there was
lively) ; thence I took in what is now Old Thorntown and Rexford’s
(now Blue Island) to Chicago.

THE OLD STAGE ROUTES

““On my return the same spring, I took stage from Chicago to my
nearest point home, which was nearest the Old Maids’ tavern, about ten
miles west from Michigan City; and its route was along the lake banks
near where Cottage Grove Avenue now runs to the Calumet, which we
ferried, thence to the Calumet again where Hammond now is and where
there is now a fine drawbridge. On the north side of the river there was
a stage tavern. Mr. Hohman afterward bought the property and lived
upon it till his decease. M. M. Towle (and perhaps others) erected here
a slaughter house. Other business interests followed, and finally Ham-
mond was laid out. Business increased and additions to the town were
made until, at this writing, it is a corporate city whose voters almost
decide the political balance in the county election.

““Thence the road ran on between the Grand and Little Calumet
rivers, via Baillytown, where there was a stage tavern kept by one Culver;
thence northeasterly to Michigan City. Besides the taverns mentioned
on the north side of the Little Calumet, there was another, kept I think
by a Mr. Gibson; which was near what is now Gibson Station on the
Michigan Central Railroad, north of Hessville. Friend Bartlett Woods
says that about seven miles west of Liverpool there was a big log-house
tavern kept by Jack Cady, and about four miles further west was a stage-
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house built by one of the Gibsons, which was afterward purchased by
Allen H. Brass and was well and widely known as Brass’s tavern.

““From Mr. Brass I get the following: He settled in what is now
North Township in 1845 and says the first (I think it must have been
the second) wagon road from Michigan City and Valparaiso to Chicago
was via the Old Maids’ tavern, Long Bridge, Liverpool, crossing at
Brass’s, then at Osterhout’s and Dalton’s, and thence to the city. He
also says there was a road north of that, which was doubtless the one
described. Of the citizens living north, between the Little Calumet and
the lake, he could only recollect the widow Gibson, David Gibson, the
Moss family and a Mr. Carger. He further states that the Tuttles of
Chicago ran the stage line on the North Road, and that Clem. Brown,
lately deceased in Crown Point, once lived on this route and was general
manager, if not a company proprietor.

FIrsT oF THE CALUMET INDUSTRIAL REGION

““In the years from 1855 to 1860, George W. Clark of Chicago pur-
chased several thousand acres of land in the northwestern part of the
county, southeasterly from the State line near South Chicago, at $1.25
per acre. It was swamp land with alternate slough and sand ridge that
previously had been considered entirely worthless; but within the last
three years (written in 1884) Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Clark’s brother-in-law
and heir by his wife, sold eight thousand acres of it for an even $1,000,-
000. There are at this time several bodies of that land, which are held
at from ten to one hundred thousand dollars or more per acre. The
principal causes of this great appreciation in the prices are the railroads
passing through it, consisting of the Michigan Southern, Michigan
Central, Baltimore & Ohio, Nickel Plate, Chicago & Atlantic and the
Louisville, New Albany & Chicago ; also, its close proximity to the greatest
inland city in the United States, if not in America, Chicago; and to the
head of Lake Michigan, which affords one harbor, and prospectively
others, by and through which the immense shipping of all the lakes may
take refuge inland for many miles along the Grand Calumet River,
whose waters are deep enough to float any vessel that traverses the lakes
and rivers, from the Atlantic Ocean to Chicago.

‘T will now close this writing with some statistics which cost me two
days’ labor, and which, I think, will prove the most interesting of any-
thing before written, because it will show the growth of that part of our
country.
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First CounTY ELECTIONS

‘“‘Book I, of the Records of the Commissioners, has a record of the
organization of the county, from which I get the following facts: On
March 28, 1837, an election was held to elect a county clerk, recorder,
two associate judges and three commissioners. There were three candi-
dates for clerk, of whom Solon Robinson received 38 votes, D. Y. Bond
21 votes, and Luman A. Fowler 17. Total 76 votes. For recorder, Wil-
liam A. W. Holton received 50 votes and J. V. Johns 22. For associate
judges, William B. Crooks received 50 votes, G. W. Bryant 28, William
Clark 50 and Horace Taylor 1. For county commissioners, Amsi L. Ball
received 78 votes, and S. P. Stringham and Thomas Wiles 59 votes each.
Lots were cast in the case of Messrs, Stringham and Wiles and the latter
was chosen for the two years’ term. Mr. Ball got the three years’ term
and Mr. Stringham the one-year term.

NorTH TowxNsHIP BOUNDED

‘At that time the county was in three townships—North, Center and
South. North was bounded by order of the Board, in Record Book I,
April 5, 1837, as follows: District No. 1 to consist of all the territory
lying north of the center of Congressional Township 35, in Ranges 7; 8,
9 and 10, all north of Township 34, which includes half of Ross, all of
Hobart, half of St. Johns and Winfield.

EArLY FIGUres FOR NORTH AND IloBarT TowNsHIPS

“‘In all of this territory—North Township—the tax duplicate of 1839
shows that there were 109 names and 66 polls, and the total tax for that
year was $763.26. Between this and the making of the duplicate for
1850, other townships had been set off; and in my statements for 1850,
1870 and 1880 I get from the then townships of North and Hobart the
following: North and Hobart were taxed separately after this. On the
duplicate record for 1850 North had 75 names, 21 polls, $996.20 tax;
Hobart, 95 names, 43 polls and $530.58 tax. Totals, 170 names, 64 polls
and $1,526.78 tax. The duplicate of North for 1870 shows there were
553 names and 199 polls taxed. The total tax charged $5,722.09. Hobart
had 453 names and 152 polls, and a tax of $5,529.61. Totals of both—
names 1,006, polls 351 and tax $11,251.70. In 1880 North had names
619, polls 319, tax $13,878.38 ; Hobart, names 631, polls 222, tax $4,586.60.
Total of both—1,250 names, polls 541, tax $18,464.98.

‘“There were, of course, more or less non-resident persons’ names on
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the duplicate; but the foregoing will show the growth of each of said
townships by the names taxed and of the prosperity of each, and the
whole, from one decade to the next.”’

Six EarnLy YEarRs Coverep By T. II. BaLn

Even at the risk of a few repetitions, we now present a portion of an
article prepared by T. H. Ball covering various important matters con-
cerning the first six years of the county’s life. ‘‘Into the wilds of Lake
County,’” he says, ‘‘there came in the fall of 1834, as pioneer settlers,
Solon Robinson with his wife and two young children. They settled on
the spot around which is now the town of Crown Point.

““Then there was no political division known as Lake County; the
land in this region had two years before been purchased by the United
States from the Pottawatomie Indians, many of whom still remained on
their old hunting and trapping grounds, friendly and quiet, but Indians
nevertheless, having learned from the French missionaries and traders
some virtues and some vices connected with European civilization. The
land had a few months before been divided into townships and sections
by United States surveyors, but none was owned or could as yet be pur-
chased by private individuals. Fort Dearborn, or Chicago, thirty-six
miles west of north on Lake Michigan, a military outpost and Indian
trading place, was beginning to become a village on the outskirts of
white settlement. And here, amid the surroundings of only trapper,
fur trader, Indian explorer, and vast solitudes, remaining apparently
as the Mound Builders had left them, except as trodden by wild beasts,
by Indians and by Frenchmen, stretching westward to the Mississippi
and to the Rocky Mountains, this family sought a new home.

DiscovERY OF ROBINSON'S PRAIRIE

“‘It was the last day of October, a month that usually around the
Great Lakes is filled with glorious autumnal beauty, when they reached
—having traveled from Jennings County, Indiana, says the family tradi-
tion, with an ox team and wagon—the open level, covered with waving
grass and bright with many a flower that grows in no tree’s shadow—
known for many years after as Robinson’s Prairie, a region in marked
contrast with the heavy growth of beech, maple, walnut, elm, hickory
and oak through which for so many weary days they had journeyed.
About noon of a clear delightful day they entered this prairie region,
about sunset they camped for the night; the next day the camping spot
was selected for a home. -
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THE FirsT CoLoNY AT CROWN POINT

‘‘A cabin was soon erected and pioneer life began. In midwinter,
from the same neighborhood in Jennings County, three other families
came and the little hamlet, almost excluded from the outside world, was
formed. The cabins of these families were on sections 5 and 8, and the
names of each individual (as probably the names of the inhabitants of
Crown Point will never again be named one by one) are here given:

‘“1. The Robinson family: Solon Robinson, Mrs. Maria Robinson,

'Solon Oscar, about four years old, Josephine, a babe. Young men:
Luman A. Fowler, from the East, and Jerome Curtis and J. B. Curtis,
two estimable young men from Jennings County, both of whom returned
in a few months to their former home, where the latter was still living
in 1876.

2. The Clark family: William Clark, Mrs. Ann Clark; children:
Thomas, about twenty years of age, Miss Margaret, then a young lady,
Alexander, Mary M., eight years of age, and John F'., a boy of six years.

‘“3. The Holton family: Mrs. Harriet Holton, a widow; a son,
William A. W. Holton ; a daughter, Miss Harriet Holton. A married son,
J. W. Holton, with children—Ellen Maria, about four years old, and
John.

‘It thus appears that three men and four married women, five young
men and two young ladies, four boys and three girls, twenty-one in all,
were members of the little community when, in the latter part of the
winter of 1835, where the woodland and the prairie meet, hamlet life
commenced. Unlike the early settlement in 1607 at Jamestown, we find
here manhood and womanhood, young men and maidens, and little chil-
dren. The grain fields, the mills, workshops, the stores, the neighboring
settlers, the supplies, were, for the most part, from forty to eighty miles
away—in Laporte County, at Wilmington and on the Wabash; and pro-
curing the needed supplies, encounters with Indians and prowling wolves,
and hunting wild animals, gave rise to many interesting incidents and
adventures, the details of which must be sought for elsewhere or left to
the imagination of the reader.

TURNING OF THE FIrRsT FURROW

““The winter passed, and the ever beautiful spring called the settlers
to agricultural pursuits. A large breaking plow, with a wooden mold-
board, had been provided ; L. A. Fowler was a carpenter and J. B. Curtis,
a shoemaker, but blacksmith there was none nearer than Morgan Prairie
in Porter County, where the irons were carried for sharpening. Kour
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yoke of oxen were attached to the plow, and the women and children
came out from the cabins to see the first furrow turned in the green
sward of the prairie.

“‘The first furrow turned was along the center of section 8, where is
now the center of Main Street, commencing for certain reasons nearly
opposite the present Register office and ending at the center of the section
in South Street. The plowing went on. The women soon returned to
their cabin duties. The children and the birds lingered behind the
strange machine, the breaking-plow. Some grain was raised that season.
An old Indian garden furnished a spot where all the families could raise
a few vegetables.

ApprrioNs To ORIGINAL COLONY

““In the fall and early winter some other families came. In Novem-
ber, Milo Robinson from New York City; and in December, Luman
A. Fowler, who had returned to Michigan and was there married in
October, came with his young wife as a permanent settler. With these
also came to reside in the hamlet, the then small family of Henry Wells;
and with these, William R. Williams. The latter afterward married Miss
Margaret Clark. They came through from Wayne County, Michigan,
in two wagons drawn by oxen, with one horse as a leader for each team.

HaMmLET GROWING INTO A VILLAGE

‘“With these additions to their little band, another winter, mild until
February, passed away amid varied incidents, and the summer of 1836
brought new laborers, additional settlers and weighty responsibilities.
The hamlet was growing into a central village. A store was opened by
Solon and Milo Robinson ; a postoffice was established, Mr. Robinson, the
postmaster, bringing the mail occasionally from Michigan City, the next
offices being Joliet and Chicago. About five hundred settlers who were
men, were around this little center, besides women and children—all on
lands belonging to the (fovernment, except a few families at Liverpool;
and on the Fourth of July, in the grove and at the house of Solon Robin-
son, was organized by a ‘majority of the citizens of Lake County,’ the
Squatters’ Union. Solon Robinson became register of claims.

PostorricE oOF LAKE Court HOUSE

“‘The little log huts were evidently insufficient for the business that
would be required in this political center, and in the summer of 1837
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a log court house of respectable size, which became a two-story build-
ing, stood on a public square. The county was organized. Henry Wells
was appointed sheriff. Elections were held and true political life began.
Lake Court House, the name of the postoffice, was evidence of the aspira-
tions and expectations of the enterprising citizens.

‘“A tavern was opened kept by Milo Robinson; a frame dwelling was
erected in 1838 by Russell EKddy ; religious meetings commenced, Colonel
John Vawter, in June, preaching in the log court house to ‘a very
respectable congregation;’ marriages were solemnized; bridge building -
commenced, and in October was held the first term of Circuit Court,
nine lawyers and the judge being present. :

TowN SITE REGULARLY PURCHASED

““In 1839 the land of this region belonging to the Government came
into market. Parts of sections 5 and 8 were purchased. And in this
year A. McDonald hecame the first resident lawyer; and death came and
removed one of the enterprising business men, Milo Robinson. The ham-
let had already grown into a village.

Lake Court Housk, THE COUNTY SEAT

““‘The aspiring and also enterprising little village of Liverpool, sit-
uated on Deep River, had sccured in 1839 the location of the county seat;
but many were dissatisfied, and the Indiana Legislature therefore ordered
a relocation. West Point, on Cedar Lake, and Lake Court House both
sought the location. The commissioners from Marion, Pulaski, White
and Carroll counties came in June, 1840, and lLiake Court House was
successful.

NiMED CrowN PPOINT

“‘George Earle, of Liverpool, had been appointed county agent. He
with the two proprietors of Lake Court House, Judge Clark and Solon
Robinson, met to give the new county seat a name. West Point, at Cedar
Lake, with no local significance, had already been named, and it was
agreed, with no local allusions, to call the county seat Crown Point.
This name the place has ever since borne. Seventy-five lots were laid
out, Judge Clark appropriating twenty acres and Solon Robinson forty.
A public square was donated to the county, and one acre of ground was
set apart for a court house and for public offices. Other donations of
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lots, of land, of money and of labor, were also made, and the work of
town building went earnestly forward.”’

SETTLERS AROUND RED CEDAR LAKE

Mr. Ball writes as follows regarding the-localities which have so long
been associated with various members of his family: ‘‘Red Cedar Lake,
or the Lake of the Red Cedars, or as more commonly called in Lake
County, plain Cedar Lake, has some interesting special history. In its
original wildness it was beautiful. Job Worthington of Massachusetts,
who spent a summer and a winter there in 1837 and 1838, said years
afterward that he had thought of it by day and dreamed of it by night
as one of the most beautiful places that he had seen; and as late as 1879
Colonel S. B. Yeoman, of Ohio, who was deciding upon a line of railroad
to run across Lake County, is reported to have said that whatever inter-
ests in other parts of the county might be affected by the location to be
made, Cedar Lake was ‘too beautiful to be left out, promising so much
as a pleasure resort.” So the proposed road was laid on the west side
of the lake, adding nothing, however, to its beauty ; and a pleasure resort
it did indeed become.

THE HERVEY BALL PLACE

‘‘Solon Robinson spoke of the lake as being in 1834 very attractive
to claim-seekers. Charles Wilson laid a claim that summer on the west
side, section 27. This soon passed into the hands of Jacob L. Brown,
and by him the claim was transferred to Hervey Ball for $300. So says
the Claim Register, date July 18, 1837. The family tradition adds, ‘in
gold.” This was much more than the claim was worth, but it was then
considered one of the most desirable locations in the county. For some
twenty-three years this place remained in the possession of the Ball
family, and was one of the prominent religious, educational and literary
centers until the pioneer days had ended. Its church, its school, its
Sunday School, its two literary societies, were second in influence to
none in the county.

Tue Von HoLLeN AND HERLITZ FAMILIES

“ After the first settlers—the Brown, Cox, Nordyke and Batton fam-
ilies—had sold their claims, the neighborhood, which was to continue
for many years, was formed in 1838 by the four families of H. Hall,
H. Sasse, Sr., H. Von Hollen and Louis Herlitz; and of these the last
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(of the older members of the households), known as Mrs. H. Von Hollen,
has lately passed away (written in 1904), eighty-seven years of age and
having lived in the old home for sixty-five years. Younger members of
the Herlitz family yet remain on what was at first the Nordyke claim,
bought from that genuine pioneer sixty-five years ago.

. THE TAYLORS

‘‘On the east side of this lake were located and settlements made, in
1836, by members of the large Taylor families, of whom the men then
in active life were four—Adonijah and Horace Taylor, brothers, and Dr.
Calvin Lilley and Horace Edgerton, sons-in-law of the father, Onadiah
Taylor, then quite an aged man. These families gave considerable atten-
tion to sawmill building and to fishing. On the southwest side of the lake
were the two regular fisherman families of Lyman Mann and Jonathan
Gray. They soon left that side of the lake.”’

Davip AGNEW FRrOZEN TOo DEATH

Among the sad and tragic occurrences of the early years, none caused
more grief than the death by freezing of David Agnew, whose wife was
a Bryant, on the night of April 4, 1835. As one of the Bryant family
making the settlement at Pleasant Grove, it fell to his lot to take an
ox team from Morgan Prairie in Porter County to the new settlement.

The weather had been mild with some rain, and snow and cold were
no longer expected; but on that April day there came a most terrible
snowstorm. Circumstances had separated David Agnew with the ox
team from the others of the party, but as the storm became very severe
Simeon Bryant stopped at Hickory Point, built a fire and waited for
their coming. They came not as expected, and about four in the after-
noon Mr. Bryant, thinking that Mr. Agnew had concluded not to come
on in that storm, built a large fire of logs for a camping place, if his
friend should venture, and started on foot for the settlement, distance
ten miles west. He was ‘‘a remarkably strong, robust man,’’ said one
of the family, but was thoroughly chilled when at dark he reached the
cabin of E. W. Bryant.

David Agnew was not a very strong and healthy man, and no one
thought of his undertaking that perilous trip of ten long miles on such
a fearful night. The next morning, when the storm was over, an April
fog coming on as Simeon Bryant, David Bryant and E. W. Bryant went
out to look over the land, they saw some object lying in the snow, and
E. W. Bryant said ‘It looks like a dead man.”” David Bryant took a
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closer look and said ‘It looks like Agnew.” And the body of David
Agnew it proved to be, beside which those three stout-hearted men stood
aghast. 'What that night had been to him in suffering and in struggle
none could fully know. '

The Bryant narrative says: ‘‘Upon looking around they found beaten
paths where Agnew had at first run round in a circle to try to keep from
perishing, and then, as if strength had failed and he had not been able
to do that, he had supported himself with his arms around the trunks
of the trees, running around them until there was quite a path worn, and
leaving the lint of his coat sticking in the bark. He finally got hold
of a pole about seven or eight feet long, and placing one end on the
ground and leaning on the dther, ran around in a cirecle until, as it would
appear, his strength was entirely exhausted, and he fell across his sup-
port, leaving no sign of having made a struggle after.”’

One can see in this homely account how heroically Agnew struggled
for life; and that he should have perished so near a home and shelter
seems doubly pitiable. It was found that he had reached Hickory Point
with his oxen and wagon, but instead of trying to camp there by the
fire, had drawn out the keys from the ox bows, dropped them with the
yokes all chained together upon the ground, thrown out a few unbound
sheaves of oats from his wagon as food for the oxen, and had started
immediately to follow Simeon Bryant across the ten miles of prairie and
marsh. '

The Bryant narrative states there was an Indian trail passing by
Hickory Point and through Pleasant Grove, but that the night was very
dark, although the snowstorm was followed by almost incessant lightning.
Somehow Agnew made his way across, but perished almost within reach

of help.

OLp SETTLER AND HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

On the 24th of July, 1875, the Old Settlers’ Association of Lake
County was organized at the courthouse in Crown Point, and on the
25th of the following month the early settlers, most of them its members,
held their first annual gathering at the fair ground just south of Crown
Point. W. A. Clark was president of the organization and T. H. Ball,
historical secretary. Concerning that first meeting at the fair ground
on September 25, 1875, Mr. Ball has made the following record: ‘‘The
morning was rainy, but the clouds soon hroke away, the sun shone and
a fair day followed the early showers.

‘‘ After partaking of a rich dinner in Floral Hall and recalling old
memories in brisk conversation, the association was called to order by
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the president, W. A. Clark. Prayer was offered by Rev. T. H. Ball and
the president delivered the following opening address: A

‘“ ‘Forty years ago today this county of Lake—that for beauty .of
landscape, productiveness of soil and commercial position is rapidly
advancing toward the front rank of the counties of the State—was a
solitude, the stillness of primeval nature resting over it. The setting sun
gilded the smoke that rose from the Indian wigwam, and the simple but
barbarous tenants were content with their squaws, their medicine men
and their wars with other tribes. Forty years ago the white man came
and took possession of the soil. The Indians were not numerous, and
they received their white brothers cordially, introducing themselves
under their Indian name, Ishnawbies. The whites they called Shmoko-
mans. Five years later the Indians were removed to the Pottawatomie
reservation in Kansas, where their descendants still reside in peace and
comfort. I visited this tribe fifteen years ago, and when I told them my
house was on their old hunting grounds in Indiana near the great Lake
Michigan, I was immediately surrounded by a group of their old men
who expressed much wonder and interest. There are here today before
me men who have seen this county in its original desolation, and I am
happy to say they have also seen it blossom as the rose. In spring, sum-
mer and autumn they have seen it a sea of flowers and of beauty, then
scorched and blackened by the annual prairie fires; and again in winter
covered with ice and snow, a bleak, inhospitable and trackless waste,
with no sign of human habitation. It is to keep alive and fresh in our
memories the incidents, difficulties, privations, joys, sorrows, hopes and
fears of the early days of the settlement of this county, and to enjoy a
friendly, social reunion, that we have organized ourselves into this society
of Old Settlers. May we have many pleasant and happy meetings
together.” ”’

Letters were read from Solon Robinson and Joseph Jackson. There
were speeches, reminiscences and a song—‘‘The Indian Captive,”’ by
Doctor Wood of Lowell.

The meeting of 1876 was also held at the fair ground, that of 1877
at Cheshire Hall, Crown Point, and that of 1878, also at the fair ground,
followed the laying of the corner-stone of the new courthouse. The fifth
gathering—that of 1879—was held at the new fair ground, and for
several years afterward at that place, Cheshire Hall and Hoffman’s
Opera House, Crown Point. At the meeting for 1879 an original poem
was read by Solon Robinson from his summer home at Jacksonville,
Florida, and the session of 1880 was marked by the presentation of a
large number of communications from such Chicago pioneers as Hon.
John Wentworth, Hon. Benjamin W. Raymond, Hon. G. S. Hubbard,
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Hon. Mark Skinner, Silas B. Cobb and Philo Carpenter. Gurdon S.
Hubbard said in a postscript to his letter: ‘‘I first set foot on Chicago
soil in October, 1818, then sixteen years old.”” Quite a number of
Chicago citizens were also present.

It is believed that the list of the original members of 1875 is lost, but
at the meeting of 1879 the names were reproduced while the recollection
of those interested was fresh, with the following result, the years given
being those of settlement in Lake County :

1835—John B. Wilkinson, Mrs. P. A. Banks, Loren Hixon, Amos
Hornor, James Adams, Mrs. Susan Clark, Mrs. William Fisher, Mrs. H.
Robertson, W. A. W. Holton, W. R. Williams.

1836—B. Woods, Henry Hayward, T. H. Ball, Mrs. Moses Phillips,
O. W. Clark, Mrs. Betsy Frazier, Z. P. Farley, Joseph Hack, Mrs. James
Fuller, George Phillips, Mrs. M. J. Pearce.

1838—John C. Kenyon, Henry Sasse, Sr., J. W. Kenney, Henry
Surprise, Henry Sasse, Jr., Adam Schmal, George Willey, David Turner,
Mrs. M. J. Hack, Mrs. Cynthia Willey.

1839—J. J. Michael and James Fuller.

1840—L. W. Thompson, Mrs. L. W. Thompson, Mrs. T. Fisher, John
Brown.

1842—Mrs. J. H. Luther.

1843—William Brown, Mrs. W. Brown, Amos Allman, Mrs. Elmer
Brannon.

1844—D. K. Pettibone.

1845—MMrs. Susan G. Wood.

1846—Henry Dickinson.

1848—C. Manahan, Jacob Wise and Mrs. Maria Wise.

1849—J. H. Luther, Mrs. Eliza Marvin.

1850—Henry R. Ward, Mrs. H. R. Ward, T. Fisher, Hull Irish.

1851—George Krinbill, MI:S. G. Krinbill, John Donch, Mrs. S. With-
erell.

1852—L. Dresser, Mrs. L. Dresser, Mrs. Barbara Knisely, Major
Atkins, Mrs. M. Atkins, Samuel W. Smith, Mrs. George Nichols, James
Doak.

1854—Ross Wilson, Mrs. R. Wilson, P. A. Banks, John Martin,
Thomas Bowers.

1857—-H. Wason, Mrs. H. Wason.

1860—Mrs. Martin Foster.

Dates not given—Mrs. W. A. Winslow, Mrs. M. J. Dinwidie, F. C.
Meyer, Mrs. M. C. C. Ball, Mrs. F. Foster, C W. Wise, Moses Phillips,
‘W. A. Winslow, Mrs. J. J. Michael, Mrs. D. A. Chapman, J. W. Bates,
Mrs. E. Clark, O. Dinwiddie, A. P. Thompson, Mrs. H. Surprise, Mrs.

Vol.1—- 6
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P. Kenney, L. D. Holmes, Mrs. C. C. Merrill, Mrs. L. Teeple, Mrs. Zeni
Burnham, Mrs. J. W. Hughes, Mrs. H. Sasse, Jr., Mrs. Margaret Silman,
Mrs. W. R. Nichols, Mrs. T. C. Rockwell, R. H. Wells, Mrs. J. Fisher,
Mrs. D. Turner, Mrs. A. Allman, Henry Pettibone, Alfred Winslow, E.
P. Ames, Mrs. C. C. Allman, John Frazier, Mrs. D. C. Taylor, Mrs.
Nathan Wood, John G. Hoffman, Joseph A. Little, Mrs. M. G. Little,
Mrs. -B. Williams, Mrs. Mary Edgerton, Mrs. J. Brown, Mrs. O. G.
Wheeler, Mrs. L. V. Serjeant, Mrs. J. Doak, A. J. Pratt, Mrs. A. J.
Pratt, Mrs. Smith, Charles Dolton, Mrs. C. Dolton, Mrs. A. Knowlton,
Mrs. B. Judson, Mrs. R. H. Wells, B. Brown and Mrs. Brown.

In many respects the gathering of September, 1884, was the most
interesting and important, from the standpoint of local history, of any
meeting ever held by the association, as it marked the semi-centennial
of the settlement of Lake County by white people. A committee of
arrangements had been appointed at the annual session of 1883, con-
sisting of George Willey, O. Dinwidie, H. Dickinson, Charles Marvin,
Frank Gibson, Nathan Wood, H. Keilman, Augustus Wood, Joseph
Small, Jacob Wise and S. W. Shuneman. These gentlemen arranged a
program, which brought out numerous papers and speeches rich in
personal anecdote and historie value. A full account of the 1884 meect-
ing and celebration is given in another place, liberal extracts having
been taken from the papers there submitted to add to the historic value
of this work.

One of the most interesting features of the proceedings was the
presentation of various antiquities, relics and curiosities to the associa-
tion by several of its members. The nature of these articles is indicated
by the following lists.

PresENTED BY T. H. BaLL

1. A pocket comb made of horn in a horn case marked T. H.
(his grandfather’s initials), and dated 1786; lacking but two years of
being one hundred years old. In good condition.

2. A copy of the Boston Primer, 1809. Evidently well used.

3. “‘The Seven Wonders of the World and Other Magnlﬁcent Build-
ings’’; a child’s book, well read. 1810.

4. The remnant of a watch guard,.neatly braided, of fine silk cord,
given to its owner as a memory and friendship token, by a young girl in
Appling, Georgia, fifty-one years ago.

5. A miniature pocket almanac of 1834, kept by its present owner
for fifty years. In good condition.
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6. - A small pocketbook, made of excellent leather, given to its owner
by his uncle, H. H. Horton, about fifty years ago. Still in good con-
dition.

7. “‘The Friendly Instructor, 1814, and a child’s reader; two
books for children, in good condition.

8. A child’s arithmetic or ‘‘Table Book,”’ of 1815; studied by the
owner more than fifty years ago, and now in good condition.

9. A copy of the first map of Lake County, drawn by Solon Robin-
son, probably in 1836. :

10. A rifle made in the Springfield Armory, Massachusetts, and
brought to Cedar Lake in 1834 by H. H. Horton. Length of barrel,
2314 inches.

11. A part of a large elk horn, found imbedded in the West Creek
lowland on the farm of Joshua P. Spalding, and by him placed in the
hands of its present owner.

12. Part of a stone weapon, supposed to have been an old Indian
hatchet, very neatly wrought, with a point somewhat like a bird’s beak;
found this year (1884) on the land of Thomas George south of South-
east Grove.

13. A copy of the Ulster County Gazette, N. Y., January 4, 1800,
draped in mourning for the death of George Washington. The late
news from Europe which it contains is dated Munich, September 29th;
Strassburg, October 9th; Paris, October 13th, and London, October 24th.

14. A map of the world, eleven inches by twenty-two, drawn in
1817 by the owner’s mother, then Jane Ayrault Horton, a girl thirteen
years of age.

15. A map of the United States, as then it was (1818), sixteen
inches by nineteen, wrought by the same hand and in the same manner.

16. A painting in water colors, ‘‘The Woodman and the Dog,”’
eighteen inches by twenty-four, made by the same hand, perhaps a year
or two later. The three specimens of drawing and painting showing
the girl-training and handiwork of our pioneer New England women.

17. An Alabama wildeat skin.

18. A military plume of red feathers, used some seventy years ago.

19. Remains of prehistoric man, exhumed at Cedar Lake, October
6, 1880, where they were deposited more than two hundred years ago,
according to the age of a tree under which some were found.

20. A fossil shell, a very fine specimen of Venericardia planicosta,
supposed to be from one thousand to five thousand years old.

21. A pair of globes over fifty years old, brought into the county
in 1837. ]

22. Presented from Mr. Cole, telegraphic operator and agent at
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Clarke, two small pieces of bone or horn, of supposed Indian workman-
ship, one having two notches cut on it and an orifice through it and
pointed ; the other tapering and pointed; each four inches in length;
taken in 18§2, along with a jaw bone, supposed to be of a dog, and with
a human skeleton, supposed to be of an Indian, from about two feet
beneath the surface where a well was commenced at Clarke Station.
The skeleton was entire, the teeth were well worn, indicating some sixty
years of age.

23. Presented from George Doak of Southeast Grove, found near
his home—a stone of Indian workmanship, about five and a half inches
long, an inch wide and three-fourths of an inch thick, shaped like some
whetstones, the sides slightly oval, smooth, neatly wrought, with an
orifice half an inch in diameter running through the entire length. This
seems to have been drilled out by means of some sharp instrument. Its
use is unknown.

PRE<ENTED BY MRgs. M. J. DINWIDDIE

1. A woolen shawl made in 1796, spun, woven and colored, at the
home of her mother, Mrs. Perkins, who is still living at the advanced
age of ninety-eight, at Rome, New York. The shawl was afterwards
embroidered as it now is by Mrs. Dinwiddie’s own hands.

2. A cushion cover of the same age (1796), made of cloth, an old
cloak more than a hundred years old, embroidered by Mrs. Dinwiddie
about fifty years ago.

3. A bed-quilt of 1812, the lining home-made linen, the pieces of
calico bearing the dates 1798, 1800, 1802, 1806 and 1812; and one from
Grandmother Lockwood’s dress, probably many years older. The quilt
is in good condition, the calico of those days evidently being well made.

4. A pewter basin used by Mrs. Dinwiddie’s father eighty years ago.

5. Four stone Indian relics found near Plum Grove—the first, a
pipe; the second, a hatchet with a groove to secure it to the handle; the
third, a very smooth, polished, dark colored scraping instrument, five
inches long; and the fourth, an oval stone five inches long, two and a
half wide, one and a quarter thick, unpolished, surface rather rough,
yet indicating upon it human workmanship. Its use is unknown.

6. Six geological specimens found near Plum Grove by Jerome and
Eddie Dinwiddie, some twenty years ago; one of them, three-eighths of
an inch in thickness, contains beautiful picture-like impressions.

PrEseNTED BY T. A. MuzziLL

A blanket woven by a squaw of the Navajo tribe, at Fort Sumter,
New Mexico; made of pulled wool, combed and twisted by the fingers
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and woven on a rude frame, formed of two upright forked sticks inserted
in the ground, about eight feet apart and some seven feet high, a pole
being tied across these about six inches from the ground and another
pole being laid across the top, the warp being tied perpendicularly to
these two poles, and the yarn rolled, twisted and made into balls by hand,
being then passed by the deft Indian fingers through the warp and beaten
firmly together with a stick. On such a loom, without a shuttle, was this
blanket woven. It weighed, when new, twenty pounds, is six feet wide
and eight feet long. It was obtained by its present owner, T. A. Muzzall,
direct from these Indians in June, 1866.

PresenTED BY LEwis G. LiTTLE

1. An old book printed in London in 1650, owned by Mrs. M. G.
Little. '

2. Two old papers—one printed in 1776, the other in 1815; also a
Thanksgiving oration, delivered in 1772; owned by Mrs. Little.

. 3. A number of coins, either old or curious, bearing dates of 1721,
1782, 1784, 1790, 1806, 1812, 1815, 1828, 1834, 1837, 1840 and 1854.
Also a paper three-cent piece.

4. A warming pan about one hundred years old, owned by J. A.
Little. :

5. A negro hoe brought from South Carolina by Colonel Barker
about thirty years ago, owned by J. A. Little.

6. A number of ox shoes.

7. A pair of iron-rimmed spectacles over a hundred years old.

8. A calash made of green silk about seventy-five years old, owned
by Mrs. Annie Gerrish Brush, now of Waveland, Indiana.

9. A pewter platter and a plate about one hundred years old.

10. A pair of velvet breeches lined with buckskin which belonged
to the great-grandfather of Jesse Little, of West Creek, their present
owner and a brother of Lewis G. Little.

11. A piece of oak, designed for a cane, taken from the beam of
the house of George Little, Newbury, Massachusetts, who came to this
country from London in 1640. The house from which this specimen was
taken was erected in 1679. When it was torn down in 1861, still owned
by the Little family, canes and other relics were manufactured from
the beams and given to many of the descendants. To give an idea of
the time, it may be mentioned that Joseph A. Little of West Creek is
of the seventh generation from the builder of the house.

12. A wooden cup made from the old elm tree which stood near the
well and door of Daniel Webster. Date, 1782. Also owned by D.
Parmley, of Indiantown, now a resident near Shelby.
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13. A gun six and a half feet long; old, but without a history.

14. A large elk-horn, found a year ago on the farm of August Miller
of West Creek.

15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 were an old Indian pipe, an old Indian whistle,
some Indian stone axes, two iron axes and an iron fish spear.

20. A horn snuff box over a hundred years old, owned by Hugh
Moore.

PRrESENTED BY MRs. M. J. HypE

1. A very fine powder horn, made from the brorn of a wild ox and
brought into this county in 1844 by the father of Mrs. Hyde, Daniel
Towl.

2. A cane made by Daniel T. Stichelman from a piece of timber
taken by him from the wreck of the United States steamer Edith, the
first propeller built by the Government, and wrecked in 1848. The
maker of the cane was at that time in the United States Coast Survey at
Guadalupe, California, camped about one mile from the wreck.

3. A conch-shell brought into the county in 1837 by Ebenezer Sax-
ton, a native of Vermont. This shell has been handed down in the
Saxton family from generation to generation, in the line of the Ebene-
zers, and the family tradition is that the first Ebenezer Saxton of New
England brought it from England with him in the Mayflower.

4. A butter bowl, made of a knotty piece of wood by E. Saxton,
about fifty years ago, in Canada, with only a jack-knife for a tool.

5. Some silver spoons with which E. Saxton and his wife com-
menced hounsekeeping in 1819.

6. A rolling-pin which belonged once to Mrs. Saxton’s mother and
is probably over a hundred years old.

OTHER RELICS PRESENTED TO THE ASSOCIATION

By E. P. Ames: A stand once owned by John Rogers, Smithfield,
England, in 1855, and now the property of Mr. Ames; a sun-dial brought
from Salisbury, England, in 1649.

By Mrs. Betsy R. Abbot: A pewter platter, part of the wedding out-
fit of her grandmother, Mrs. Phebe Ballard Abbot, who was married
November 12, 1772 (on the rim, the initials ‘“‘P. B.””) ; a silver spoon,
which once belonged to her Grandmother Rockwood and is marked
‘“E. M. R.” (for Ebenezer and Mary Rockwood).

By J. P. Spalding: A wooden bevel, ancient, belonging at one time
to the Farley family ; a lumberman’s board rule of black walnut, two feet
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long and a full inch in diameter, eight sides, each side calculated for
measuring lumber of a certain length, belonging formerly to Heman
Spalding, grandfather of J. P. Spalding, who resided in the State of
New York.

By Mrs. J. Fisher: A snuff-box, heart shaped, brought from Scot-
land seventy-nine years ago, which has been in the Brown and Fisher
families over two hundred years.

Since that eventful year, 1884, the annual reports of the historical
secretary have been printed every five years for members of the associa-
tion and other interested citizens of the county.

At the annual meeting in August, 1903, the name of the organization
was changed to The: Old Settler and Historical Association of Lake
County, much more closely descriptive of its objects than the old name.

Either Wellington A. Clark or Bartlett Woods served as president
from 1875 until 1899; Oscar Dipwiddie, 1900-1908, inclusive; Samuel
B. Woods, 1909-10; Mrs. Edith Crawford, 1911- 12 Lewxs G Little,
1913-14; Elmer Danlddle, 1914-15.



CHAPTER V
PIONEER MOTHERS OF THE COUNTY

AFFECTION AND ADMIRATION, BorHE-—MRS. HARRIET WARNER HoLTON—
LAk County’s First TEACHER—MRS. MAariA RoOBINSON—MRS.
THOMAS CHILDERS AND MRS, WiLLiaM CLARK—MRs. LumanN A.
FowLER—MRs. JANE A. H. Barn, TEACcHER AND DocTor—*‘ToILING
FOR THE GooD OF ALL’’—MRgS. GEORGE A. W0ODBRIDGE—MERs. NaNCY
AGNEW, STANCH WIDOW—MARGARET JANE DINWDDDIE, CoOL AND
CouraGEOUS—MRS. MARGARET DINWIDDIE (NEE PERKINS), EpUcAaTOR
—CHRISTIAN AND METHODIST CHURCH WORKERS—LEADING WOMEN
oF ForeiGN BIRTH—TyYPicAL NEw ENGLAND WOMEN—MRs. BEN-
JAMIN McCArTY—Mgs. BELsHAW AND MRgS. HACKLEY—‘AUNT
SusanN’’ TURNER—MRs. J. HiGGINS—MoOTHERS OF LARGE FAMILIES—
Like THE PaATrRIARCHAL TIMES—MRs. SAMUEL TURNER—MOTHERS
THAT WERE MOTHERS.

In the preceding chapters, glimpses here and there have been ob-
tained of the patient, hard-working and able mothers of Lake County,
but in all publications of this character they are placed too much in the
background. They have always been just as necessary to the birth of a
new country as to the birth of a new race, and as the generations pass
and men’s minds become more just, the males of the world freely admit
what they have always known in their hearts—that the best of women,
in this molding of a country from the rough, do more of the work which
counts than the best of men.

AFFECTION AND ADMIRATION, BoTH

In this chapter we propose to give the pioneer women of Lake County
their dues, not grudgingly, but with a spirit which goes forth warm from
the heart, composed of equal parts of affection and admiration. The
editor of this work will speak through the personality of T. H. Ball,
who, a number of years ago, made a generous contribution to this cause
of noble womanhood in a work issued by our publishers.

88
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Mrs. HARRIET WARNER HoLTON

In that paper Mr. Ball first records the name of Mrs. Harriet Warner
Holton. She came into Lake County in February, 1835, with her son,
‘W. A. W. Holton, and a daughter, with William Clark and family, from
Jennings County, Indiana. She was born in Hardwick, Massachusetts,

INTERIOR OF PIONEER CABIN

January 15, 1783, a daughter of General Warner, and commenced her
active life as a teacher in the Town of Westminster. She married a
young lawyer, Alexander Holton, about 1804, and leaving New Eng-
land in 1816 for what were then true Western wilds, in March, 1817, they
settled at Vevay, Indiana, four years after that town had been laid out.
In 1820 the family moved to Vernon, Jennings County, where Mrs. Hol-
ton became a teacher. In 1823 her husband died, leaving her with two
sons and a daughter. In the early winter of 1834, tidings came to Ver-
non from Solon Robinson concerning the beautiful prairie region he had
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found far up in the northwest corner of the state, and the Clark and Hol-
ton families determined to join him there. They started in midwinter
with ox teams. The weather in February, 1835, was very cold, but they
came through, crossing the Kankakee marshes on the ice.

LARKE CounTY’s FirsT TEACHER

In some respects Mrs. Holton was the most remarkable of the pioneer
women. She was Lake County’s first teacher. Her mother lived to be
ninety-four years of age. She had seven sisters in New England, and
all died of old age, two while sitting in their chairs. All the eight were
members of the Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Holton, a true Indiana pio-
neer, at Vevay and Vernon and in the County of Lake, lived on, active
in church, Sunday school and social activities, until old age came upon
her. She died October 17, 1879, then nearly ninety-seven years of age.
From a record in the ‘‘Sunday Schools of Lake’’ the following is taken:
“‘Such a woman, in such a long life, the daughter of an army leader,
with her native intelligence, her New England training, her granite-like
Presbyterian principles, her devotion, her meekness, her love, must in
various ways have accomplished no little good.”” That is putting the
matter far too mildly.

Mgs. Maria RoBINSON

The second name placed in this roll of honor is that of Mrs. Maria
Robinson, wife of Solon Robinson, the first white woman to live at what
is now Crown Point. She came to the spring that was, to the grove or
woodland that still is, on the last day of October, 1834. She was born
November 16, 1799, near Philadelphia, and was married to Solon Robin-
son in Cincinnati, on May 12, 1828. Within a few years they became
residents of Jennings County, Indiana, and in 1834 she came with her
husband, one assistant and two small children in a wagon drawn by oxen
to what afterward became Crown Point. She was not an ordinary woman,
although very different in training and character from Mrs. Holton. She
had much executive ability, like her husband, and she was described by
those who knew her well as ‘‘always cheerful and vivacious,”’ attending
to the needs of the sick and poor, and aiding, as her means permitted,
churches and Sunday Schools and benevolent organizations. She died
February 18, 1872.

MRs. THOMAS CHILDERS AND MRS. WiLLIAM CLARK

Two names should follow in this list of worthy pioneer women, but
of whom the writer knows little—Mrs. Childers, the wife of Thomas
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Childers, the first white woman, so far as known, after Mrs. William
Ross, to settle in the county, and Mrs. Clark, wife of Judge William
Clark. When the Clarks came to Lake Court House in February, 1835,
it was then known, as the guide boards on the trails testified, as ‘‘Solon
Robinson’s.”” There were two sons in the household, two of whom,
Thomas and Alexander Clark, were for many years active citizens in
Lake County.

Other active pioneer women, whose names belong on this page, were
Mrs. Henry Wells, the mother of Mrs. Susan Clark and of Rodman
and Homer Wells; Mrs. Richard Fancher, one of the first Presbytenan
women in Crown Point, the mother of Mrs. Nicholson, Mrs. Clingan
and Mrs. Harry Church—and the mother who brought up such daughters
certainly deserves to be remembered; Mrs. Russel Eddy, who also be-
came very active in the Presbyterian Church; Mrs. Luman A. Fowler,
one of the resolute pioneer women who came as a young wife to Robm-
son’s hamlet in December, 1835.

Mgs. LuMaN A. FowLER

Mrs. Fowler was born in Madison County, New York, in October,
1816, and was married October 18, 1835, about two months before she
settled with her young husband at Crown Point. Her maiden name was
Eliza Cochran, and as mother and grandmother she passed a long and
useful life in Lake County.

One more name, that of Mrs. Henry Farmer, who came with her hus-
band from Bartholomew County in 1836 and whose daughters became
wives of well known citizens, completes this group.

Another group of our noble pioneer women, of whom Lake County
had a goodly number, were those—not grouped in alphabetical order,
but as they are associated in the mind of the writer: Mrs. Richard
Church, Mrs. Leonard Cutler, Mrs. Rockwell,” Mrs. Darling Church
(mother of Edwin Church, a grocer for many years at Crown Point),
Mrs. Bothwell, Mrs. Owens, Mrs. Benjamin Farley, Mrs. N. Hayden (an
active Sunday school woman in the West Creek neighborhood), Mrs.
Spalding (mother of J. P. Spalding, Mrs. Fisher and Mrs. Cooper
Brooks) ; also in the same neighborhood, Mrs. Peter Hathaway, the mother
of Silas, Abram and Bethuel Hathaway, and Mrs. Lyman Foster and
Mrs. Jackson; in another neighborhood, Mrs. Fuller, mother of Mrs.
Marvin, Mrs. Blaney and Mrs. Graves, all interested in Sunday school
and church work; also Mrs. Gordinier, who with only one hand accom-
plished the work done by ordinary women with two hands; Mrs. George
Willey, mother of Mrs. J. Fisher, of Crown Point; Mrs. James Farwell,
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the first white woman known to have set foot on the site of Crown Point,
who, with her family camped there July 4, 1833—a more than ordinary
woman from Vermont, the mother of six sons and one daughter, that
daughter becoming the wife of Thomas Clark, the mother of Mrs. Oliver
Wheeler and the grandmother of Miss May Brown of Crown Point; Mrs.
Mercy Perry, mother of the first Mrs. Marvin, and Mrs. Solomon Burns.

East of there was a small group of 1837 and 1838—the first, Mrs.
Henry Sasse, Mrs. Herlitz and Mrs. Von Hollen—these by birth Ger-
mans, and by religious training, Lutherans—and Mrs. Jane A. H. Ball.

Mgs. JANE A. H. BaLy, TEACHER AND DocToR

Mrs. Ball was from Massachusetts, the only daughter of Dr. Timothy
Horton of West Springfield, had been educated in the best schools of
Hartford, Connecticut, and as early as 1838 began to teach in the small
neighborhood, pupils coming from Prairie West three miles away. As
early as 1840 she commenced a boarding and academic school, the first
in the county, which continued in some form for many years. She had
brought from her father’s home quite a chest of medicines and some sur-
gical instruments which she thought would be needed, and she soon
became not in name, but in fact, the physician and the dentist of the
neighborhood. Her dentistry extended no further than extracting and
cleaning teeth. For extracting teeth and for medicine, she took some pay,
but nothing for her time, and she wds called from home sometimes in
the night, as well as in the day. Besides being the first academic teacher,
she was the first who might be called a woman physician in the county.

““TOILING FOR THE Goop OF ALL’’

In another group are placed the following: Mrs. John Wood, also
from Massachusetts, a cousin of the noted missionary, Mrs. Sarah B.
Judson. She was born October 13, 1802, married November 16, 1824,
and became the mother of eight children. Her death occurred Septem-
ber 27, 1873. A fine granite monument, about fifteen feet in height,
marks her burial place, on which is inscribed: ‘‘A true, faithful, lov-
ing wife; a kind and affectionate mother; ever toiling for the good of
all ; and this is her memorial.”’ Mrs. Wood was another of those superior
New England women, like Mrs. Holton and Mrs. Farwell of Vermont,
and others, yet to be named, with native endowments and a moral train-
ing which fit their possessors so well for frontier life and for laying the
foundations for an enduring civilization. The comfort and hospitality
of her home were not excelled by any in those early years. She was one
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of our unselfish women, and well does her memorial say ‘‘toiling for the
good of all.”’

In this group, though living in another part of the county, may be
fittingly named Mrs. Augustine Humphrey, one of the very early resi-
dents on Eagle Creek Prairie, now called Palmer. She was also from
New England aud besides caring for her children and attending to home
duties was much interested in church work, a devoted Presbyterian.

Mgs. GEORGE A. WOODBRIDGE

Mrs. Woodbridge was yet another of these well trained New Eng-
landers, an early resident also at Palmer, the wife of Rev. George A.
Woodbridge and near neighbor to Mrs. Humphrey, the two families be-
ing connected by ties of kindred as well as by a common religious faith.
At their homes was Presbyterian preaching by Rev. J. C. Brown and
by Rev. W. Townley. After some years the Woodbridge family moved to
Ross and there Mrs. Woodbridge became the superintendent of the Sun-
day school. An active, truly noble, intelligent Christian woman, she
spent part of the later years of her life with her son at Ross and a
portion at Joliet. She died in August, 1902, eighty-eight years of age.

Mgs. NANCY AGNEW, STANCH WIDOW

The name of Mrs. Nancy Agnew may be placed by itself here, as be-
longing to a resolute, earnest woman. A sister of those Bryants who
found and bore back to her in Porter County for burial the body of her
husband, who perished from exhaustion and exposure in the stormy
night hours of April 4, 1835, she did not yield to her bitter trial, but
soon came herself to the new settlement, and on the Register for that
year stands among the claimants the name of Nancy Agnew, widow. To
her son, born not long after her husband’s death, she gave his father’s
name, David Agnew. ‘

MARGARET JANE DINWIDDIE, CoOL AND COURAGEOUS

Mrs. Margaret Pearce, who was Margaret Jane Dinwiddie, sister of
J. W. Dinwiddie, of Plum Grove, manifested some heroic qualities in
her girthood experiences with the Indians, then living near her cabin
home. Two of the young Indians about her own age were sometimes
quite annoying. One day, seizing an opportunity to frighten her, at
least, they sprung from the roadside and threatened her with their toma-
hawks. Instead of crying out, as they perhaps expected, or turning
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pale with fright, she simply stood still and laughed at them. It may
be they became ashamed at the idea of injuring that bold, defenseless,
laughing white girl, and let her pass on unharmed. Well they knew that
a blow inflicted upon her would bring upon themselves swift punishment.
Born June 5, 1818, she was married to Michael Pearce in 1840, and be-
came the mother of ten children. She was a worthy member of the United
Presbyterian Church, and exemplified many excellent qualities, besides
courage, in her long home life in Eagle Creek Township.

MRs. MARGARET DINwDDIE (NEE PERKINS), EpUCATOR

The name of Mrs. Margaret Jeannette Dinwiddie comes next. A
member of the Perkins family, she was born near Rome, New York,
May 5, 1818, was married to J. W. Dinwiddie Aungust 19, 1844, and
died March 15, 1888. She was one of the true and successful Sunday
school workers of the county. Educated at Rome, New York, and an
experienced teacher, for about twenty-five years she conducted, with
others, the Plum Grove school, herself generally the superintendent. To
her, more than to any other woman in the county, that organization, for
twenty-five years, was indebted for its success. She was & member of the
First Baptist Church in Lake County, and was identified with the North
Street Baptist Church of Crown Point at the time of her death.

CHRISTIAN AND METHODIST CHURCH WORKERS.

Some names are again grouped. Mrs. Sarah Beadle, Mrs. Sarah
Wells, Mrs. Sarah Childers—these three Sarahs, with their husbands
and J. L. Worley, were the constituent members of the first church in the
county called Christian Church, or Church of the Disciples. This pio-
neer society is now located at Lowell.

The pioneer Methodist women were Mrs. E. W. Bryant, Mrs. Ephraim
Cleveland, Mrs. Kitchel, Mrs. Taylor (mother of Mrs. S. G. Wood), Mrs.
Wood (wife of Dr. James A. Wood), and Mrs. Viant—all of character
and note.

Other women among the early and useful residents of the county were
Mrs. Wallace, born in Vermont and the mother of Mrs. W. Brown, of
Crown Point; Mrs. Brown, of Southeast Grove, mother of John Brown
and W. B. Brown ; Mrs. Crawford, mother of Mrs. Matt Brown and Mrs.
E. Hixon; Mrs. McCann, of Plum Grove and Mrs. Hale; Mrs. E. M.
Robertson, mother of Mrs. O. Dinwiddie; Mrs. ‘‘Ruth Barney, widow,’’
whose name stands thus as a claimant on the Register for the year 1836;
Mrs. Sigler, the mother of several sons; Mrs. Servis, mother of O. V.
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Servis, and Mrs. George Earle. Most of these women were Presbyterians,
although the Methodists and Baptists were represented.

There are yet other names. Five earnest Christian women of West
Creek Township for a time, who did much to make the central part of
Lake County, that gem of the prairie, ‘‘bud and blossom like the rose,’’
were Mrs. M. L. Barber, who spent her last years in Kansas, her sister,
Mrs. Burhans, who closed her life in Hammond, Mrs. Little, mother of
Hon. Joseph A. Little and Mrs. Garrish, and Mrs. Wason—the last three
from the Granite State, and all five with granite-like principles.

LesapiNe WoMEN oF ForeligN BIrTH

A little group comes in here of women of foreign birth, who had
crossed the broad Atlantic and who had much to learn in regard to
language and institutions, but whose well trained children proved them
to be true mothers, known years ago among us as Mrs. John Hack, Mrs.
Giesen, Mrs. Dascher and Mrs. Beckley. Mrs. Hack, so far as known,
was the first German woman to find a home in the county. The sturdy
sons and tall husband who came with her are gone, but grandchildren and
great-grandchildren live at Crown Point. Some of the descendants of
the others mentioned are residents of the county.

TypricAL. NEw ENGLAND WOMEN

Here are the names of a very different group: Mrs. Calista Sherman,
born in Vermont and dying in Crown Point when more than ninety-five
years of age, as one of our oldest women, shared largely in the respect
and esteem of the community ; and with her may be named two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Farrington and Mrs. J. H. Luther. It is recorded of Mrs.
Luther, who had no children of her own, that she was a mother to some
motherless girls and one of our noblest women in relieving suffering
humanity, in avoiding injurious gossip, in kindly deeds of friendship
and neighborly regard.

The next in this group is Mrs. Rosalind A. Holton, a sister of Mrs.
Sherman, the youngest of thirteen children of the Smith family of
Friends of Shrewsbury, Vermont, born July 18, 1795, and dying at
Crown Point, when nearly eighty-nine years of age, at the home of Mrs.
R. C. Young, where she had resided for many years. Next to her name
belongs that of her daughter, Mrs. R. Calista Young, mother of Charles H.
Young, of Chicago, who has herself closed a life not short—a life marked
by large unselfishness, by untiring efforts for the good of those connected
with her, by a steadfast Christian faith and hope. Five such women are
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not found in every community as were these aged sisters and their
daughters. '

Other names: Mrs. Vinnedge, head of a large family, a Methodist
when sixteen years of age and an earnest church member through a long
life; Mrs. Frank Fuller (Hannah Ferguson), mother of nine children;
Mrs. Sarah R. Brown, who became the second wife of Amos Hornor;
Mrs. Mary M. Mason, daughter of Henry Farmer, second wife of Deacon
Cyrus M. Mason, who became a resident in 1836 ; Mrs. Martin Vincent
(Mercy Pierce), who married in 1837, the womanly head of a well known
family ; Mrs. William Belshaw, born in 1824, a member of the Jones
family, and before her marriage a teacher in two of the early log school-
houses, those near Lowell and Pine Grove; Mrs. Lucy Taylor, wife of
Adonijah Taylor, born in Connecticut, brought up in Vermont and the
mother of nine children, dying in 1869 at the age of seventy-seven, a
highly respected and estimable Christian woman ; Mrs. Ebenezer Saxton,
of Wiggins Point and Merrillville, a woman who had a fearful experience
with a drunken Indian in the absence of her husband—the surly savage
threatening the life of an infant in the cradle and at length, while the
Indian slept, she poured the remainder of the whiskey from the jug,
watching the children through that long night and relieved at last of
the presence of the Red Man by Doctor Palmer, who came along in the
morning of the next day while making his professional rounds. The
girls and mothers of that day had fortitude and courage.

Mgs. BENJAMIN McCARTY

A few more names in this grand list—Mrs. McCarty, wife of Judge
Benjamin McCarty, the mother of six sons and two daughters, was not
only an early settler in Lake County, but in Porter and Laporte, hav-
ing a home in the latter county from 1832 to 1834. She was not young
when coming into Northern Lake County, having grown-up sons and
daughters—intelligent and cultivated all; and at Creston, in a little priv-
ate cemetery, her dust reposes.

Mgs. BELsHAW AND MRs. HACKLEY

Mrs. Belshaw, an English Baptist, mother of sons and daughters,
also came from Laporte County in middle age to become an early resi-
dent of Lake. Hers was for a time a bright home. But death came and
her daughter, eighteen years of age, was taken from earth, and she, with
many of the large family, found another home in distant Oregon where
one of her sons, who had married Candace McCarty, became a noted



LAKE COUNTY AND THE CALUMET REGION 97

wheat raiser. Other members of the Belshaw family yet remain in Lake
County and her name belongs of right among our worthy mothers, grand-
mothers and great-grandmothers.

In a different part of the county, in the woodland north of Hanover
Center, where was a great resort for deer, was the first home of another
worthy woman, a Presbyterian, Mrs. HHackley. She was the mother of
Mrs. W. A. Clark and Mrs. Pettibone, of Crown Point, and with the
former, Mr. and Mrs. Hackley finally made their home.

Other names are: Mrs. Robbins, of Brunswick and Lowell, both of
whose sons fell as members of the Union army; Mrs. Dudley Merrill, of
Merrillville; Mrs. Krost, of Crown Point, the mother of four sons and
two daughters; Mrs. Sohl, an early resident in the old North Township
before Hammond was; Mrs. Payne, Mrs. Foley, Mrs. Stringham, the
earliest residents of Center Prairie, who did not remain long, but who
helped along civilization before their husbands moved on; Mrs. Jones, a
later resident than they, mother of Perry Jones, born in October, 1804,
and who lived in the county to the end of her life of nearly ninety-
six years.

Mrs. Mary Hill, mother of Doctor Hill, of Creston, and of Mrs. Henry
Surprise, a motherly woman of rare patience and untiring love, lived
to complete eighty-four years.

Mrs. Underwood was the mother of five daughters, and of several
sons. She died many years ago at the home of her daughter, the wife
of Doctor Palmer, being over ninety years of age.

‘“ AUNT SusaN’’ TURNER

The next life to be noted at some length is that of another very
motherly woman, although never a mother in fact—‘Aunt Susan,”’
Susan Patterson Turner, who was born in Pennsylvania, February 27,
1813. As the oldest child and the only daughter of Samuel Turner of
Eagle Creek, she was left in charge of the household through the winter
of 1838, while her father and mother returned to Laporte County to
find a more comfortable winter abode. She and her brothers passed
safely and well through the privations of that season, and when her
aged mother died in 1871 the care of the household devolved fully upon
her. To her brothers’ children, who delighted to visit the old home-
stead, she was always ‘‘Aunt Susan,’’ and as the years passed and her
motherly qualities continued to be widely appreciated a large community
came to apply that name to her with affection and honor. She died on
July 24, 1899.

Vol. I— 7
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Mgs. J. HigGIiNs

Mrs. Higgins, who came into Lake County as Diantha Tremper in
1844, was born near Niagara Falls in 1824. She became well acquainted
with the families of the early settlers in both Lake and Porter counties.
In 1847 she was married to Dr. J. Higgins, who in 1859 settled as a
physician at Crown Point. In the earlier years of her residence at that
point she was active in many circles. She trained carefully her only
child, Mrs. Youche, as well as her grandson, but in later years impaired
health kept her more closely at home. As a Christian woman her exam-
ples and influence were for.good on those around her. She died in 1893.

MoTHERS OF LlLARGE FAMILIES

Among the mothers of large Liake County families may be placed,
first, the name of Mrs. Flint, of Southeast Grove. Among the first set-
tlers of that beautiful grove were the members of this noted Methodist
family. One daughter was the first wife of James H. Luther, one be-
came the wife of Rev. D. Crumpacker, and one, the eighth child, Olive
L., was the wife of Rev. Robert Hyde. There were in all fifteen children,
and Mrs. Hyde enjoyed the distinction of having seven brothers and
gisters older, and seven younger than herself. Mrs. Hyde died in Chicago
September 3, 1901, about seventy-five years of age.

As the second among these prolific mothers may be placed the name
of Mrs. Seritchfield, of Creston, the mother of thirteen children, many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren still living in the county.

The third of these mothers was Mrs. Julius Demmon, in girlhood
Nancy Wilcox, member of a pioneer family ; married in 1850 and became
the mother of six sons and six daughters; in less than fifty years had
sixty-one grandchildren living in Lake County.

LikE THE PATRIARCHAL TIMES

The reader may have noticed that many of the earlier mothers had
from six to eight or ten children; and it was pleasant indeed to find in
those cabin homes wide-awake boys and cheerful, lively girls. Each of
those large homes was a little world in itself. Home then was more like
* the patriarchal times than now. Some believe that it was richer, purer,
better than now.
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Mgs. SaMUEL TURN‘EB

A place must be found in this roll of honor for the name of Mrs.
Samuel Turner of Eagle Creek, who was Jane Dinwiddie, born January
19, 1783, a woman of Scotch-Irish blood and of Scotch Presbyterian
principle; who was married to Samuel Turner at Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vania, in February, 1810, and with him came to a choice location on Eagle
Creek in 1838. She became a permanent resident in 1839, when fifty-six
years of age. Not many now live who knew her in the home circle, but
her likeness in the ‘‘Dinwiddie Clan Records’’ shows her to have been
an estimable woman, and her grandchildren and great-grandchildren in
Iowa and Indiana show that, through her, they have inherited the blessing
of having been ‘‘well born,’’ a privilegé to which it has been said all
children have a right.

The very close observer may notice that the first woman whose name
is on this list was born January 15, 1783, and that the last one was born
January 19, 1783—both born in the year that gave peace after the
American Revolution. They were our oldest pioneers. For the most part
the women, as well as the men, who came to share the privations here
and lay the foundations were rather young, or in the prime of life.

MoTHERS THAT WERE MOTHERS

It is claimed as a saying of Napoleon Bonaparte that what France
most needed was mothers. Mothers that were mothers had homes in
Lake County two generations ago. And the names of at least some of
them have been placed upon these pages.

Of our little army of noble pioneer women, probably three or four
hundred in number, there are many living descendants in the county
to carry out in the life of this generation the rich results of their influ-
ence and their virtues.
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ReEMOVE CouNTY SEAT—RATHER A DiscoURAGING DECADE—MISCEL-
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CIAL STATUS OF DIFFERENT RoADs (BY TOWNSHIPS).

The county now known as Lake was erected out of the counties of
Porter and Newton on the 28th of January, 1836, and by Legislative Act
of January 18, 1837, it was declared to be an independent political body
on and after February 16th of the latter year.

FirsT ELEcTION OF COUNTY OFFICERS

On March 8, 1837, Henry Wells was commissioned sheriff, and an
election for county officers was held on the 28th of that month. As
illustrating the mail facilities of those days it is on record that a special
messenger, John Russell, was sent to Indianapolis, to obtain the appoint-
ment of a sheriff and authority to hold an election. He made the trip
on foot and outstripped the mail.

100
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The election of March 28th, 1837, was held at the houses of Samuel
D. Bryant (E. W. Bryant, inspector), A. L. Ball (W. S. Thornburg, in-
spector) and Russell Eddy (William Clark, inspector). The highest
number of votes cast for any one candidate (as elsewhere stated by
James H. Luther), was 78, and the following were elected: William
Clark and William B. Crooks, associate judges; Amsi Ball, Stephen P.
Stringham and Thomas Wiles, county commissioners; W. A. W. Holton,
recorder ; Solon Robinson, clerk, and John Russell, assessor.

FIRsT COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING

The board of commissioners held their first meeting on the 5th of
April, 1837. They adopted a county seal. They appointed J. W. Holton
county treasurer and fixed the amount of his bond at $2,000. The
commissioners also named Milo Robinson trustee of the Seminary Fund,
with bond at $200, and agent of the Three Per Cent Fund, fixing that
bond at $3,000. Further, the board instructed the sheriff to prevent
any person from taking pine timber from the public or school lands of
the eounty, directing him to bring such offenders to justice.

-

THE Rout oF THE TiMBER THIEVES

It was found much easier for the commissioners to give these instruc-
tions than for the sheriff to carry them out. A case in point. When the
young Chicago was beginning to grow and pine timber was needed, a
report reached the county officers that men were stealing valuable trees
from the northern sand hills. A posse was summoned and an independ-
ent military company was taken into the service. The party took dinner
at Liverpool and proceeded, it is said, with drum and fife rending the
air, to the place where the havoe was said to bé progressing among the
lake-shore pines. But the trespassers had disappeared; the pine was
well on its way to Chicago; and it is further reported that the county
commissioners finally paid all the bills, including the damage to the
timber done by the trespassers and the organization of the impressive,
but too loud Posse Comitatus.

DivipeEp INTO THREE TOWNSHIPS

At the first meeting of the county commissioners noted, the county
was also divided into North, Center and South townships, which ex-
tended across its territory from east to west. Later the following justices
of the peace were clected: For North, Peyton Russell; Center, Horace
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Taylor, Cedar Lake, and Milo Robinson, Crown Point; South Town-
ship, F. W. Bryant. At the August election of 1837 Luman A. Fowler
was chosen sheriff and Robert Wilkinson, probate judge.

In the summer of 1837 Solon Robinson erected a log house on the
southwest corner of the square, which various old settlers, from a com-
parison of memories, have concluded was about thirty-five feet from east
to west and twenty feet from north to south. During the October after
its completion, the first Circuit Court of the county was held therein by
Judge Sample and Associate Judge Clark.

TEMPORARY COURTHOUSE BuiLT

In accordance with an act of the State Legislature and through the
action of the board of county commissioners, this crude structure was
made the temporary courthouse of the county, in May, 1838. About
the time that dignity was added to it, a second story was also super-
imposed.

A “Prison’’ Firrep Upr

In November of 1838 the county commissioners allowed $64 to the
sheriff for ‘‘fitting up the lower room of the courthouse for a prison.”
Thus was justice early established in Lake County.

The entrance to the upper, or court room, was by a flight of stairs
on the north side of the building. The seat for the judge, which was
also occupied as a platform and pulpit on frequent occasions, was in
the west end of the room. The same piece of carpenter work served
for several years as ‘‘rostrum,’’ ‘‘platform,”’ ‘‘benches,”’ and ‘‘pulpit”
for the earlier citizens of the county.

OLp Court RooM oF HisToric MEMORIES

“‘There were some good charges delivered to juries and some import-
ant civil and criminal cases tried; there, some excellent sermons were
preached by ministers of fervent piety, of earnestness and eloquence;
there, lectures and addresses were given to interested and appreciative
audiences; there, with no mere common ability and success, vocal music
was taught; there, pictured representations were given of the evils of
intemperance and many a name was signed to a total abstinence pledge
within those walls; and there, some of those whose names may not soon
be forgotten in the county made their ‘maiden’ speeches and stepped
for the first time upon the platform as advocates of reform.”
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In that room were organized the first library association of the town
and county, as well as the pioneer literary society. Occupied for more
than ten years for such varied purposes, when Crown Point was the
liveliest center of everything worthwhile in the county, it is safe to say
that this old audience room in the courthouse stood for more than any
other locality in Lake County.

JAIL BECOMES A TEMPERANCE HALL

The cost of the original courthouse was probably $500. The logs
were finally taken down and built into two barns and at length became
fire wood. Besides that part fitted up as a ‘‘prison,”” on the ground
floor, there was an east room used as an office, and additions were made
to the west end for other office rooms. W. A. Clark related that the
citizens of Crown Point, when the jail was considered no longer useful,
made a raid upon the ‘‘prison,’’ tore out the fixtures and trappings with
no little difficulty and transformed the quarters designed for criminals
into a temperance hall. No public authority interfered; consequently
the action seemed to have the tacit approval of the powers that were.
This was probably in 1849, and two years later the historic log court-
house had ceased to exist.

CrowN PoINT WINS CouNTY SEAT FIiGHT

In the meantime, Lake Court House, which had become the county
seat against the vain efforts of its several competitors, had been named
Crown Point. The other events which had happened, as having a special
bearing on the official affairs of Lake County, are thus summarized by
our invaluable deceased friend, T. H. Ball, in his ‘‘Northwestern In-
diana:”’ ‘‘In 1839 commissioners appointed by the Legislature, as was
customary, located the county seat at Liverpool, on Deep River, in the
northwestern part of the county, on Section 24, Township 36, Range 8,
about three miles from the county line and four from Lake Michigan.
Dr. Calvin Lilley, on the northeast bank of Red Cedar Lake, and Solon
Robinson at his village, named at first Lake Court House, had both been
applicants, along with George Earle, of Liverpool, for the location. There
was so much dissatisfaction among the settlers at the idea of having
their county seat in a corner of the county that a new location was
ordered.

‘‘In the meantime Dr. Lilley died, and his place came into the hands
of Judge Benjamin McCarty, who had been successful in giving a county
seat location to Porter County and was now, with his large family a

~
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resident in Lake. He laid off town lots, called his home town West Point,
and was against Solon Robinson as a competitor for the new location.
But he was not now in the center of the new county and Solon Robinson
was; so the commissioners, Jesse Tomlinson and Edward Moore, of
Marion County, Henry Barclay, of Pulaski, Joshua Lindsey, of White,
and Daniel Doale, of Carroll County, determined that this time the
location should be in the center. They therefore located the county
seat at Lake Court House, which soon after took the name of Crown
Point.”’

BENJAMIN McCARTY

Benjamin McCarty, or Judge McCarty as he was popularly known,
was a natural politician of the early period. He was ‘‘acting sheriff’’
when Laporte County was organized in 1832, and later was elected its
probate judge. Then, within-a few years, he got into Porter County
polities, bought a quarter section near its geographical center and induced
the county legislators to fix the county seat on his land. But soon the
judge sighed for other counties to manipulate and, while the location of
Lake County’s seat of justice hung in the balance between Liverpool and
Crown Point, he bought the property of Dr. Calvin Lilley on the east
side of Red Cedar Lake. This consisted of land, a tavern and a store.
Upon that site he laid off the Town of West Point, and at once entered into
the county seat race. But as West Point was not in the center of the
county, Judge MeCarty’s second town failed, as we have seen.

P1oNEER PROMOTERS OF CROWN POINT

As inducements to locate the county seat at Crown Point Solon Rob-
inson and Judge Clark donated a large public square, and gave an acre
of ground besides, for a courthouse and other public buildings; also an
acre for school purposes. Russell Eddy, who became a prominent resident
in 1838, donated ten acres of land, and J. W. Holton fifteen. Other dona-
tions, some in money and some in work, were also made. George Earle,
the county agent, and the two proprietors of the town, conducted the
first auction sale of lots on November 19, 1840; after which the county
seat was considered to be permanently located at a promising town.

CREATION OF THE PRESENT TOWNSHIPS

On May 9, 1839, the commissioners made the first division of the
three original townships, by creating from South Township those of
‘West Creek, Cedar Creek and Eagle Creek.
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In 1843 Winfield Township was set off from the original Center and
named after Gen. Winfield Scott.

On June 8, 1848, the commissioners took off a large strip from the
north part of Center Township and organized St. John and Ross town-
ships. The latter was named to honor the first of Lake County’s farmer
settlers, William Ross, and the former is supposed to commemorate John
Hack, the first German settler. It might have been stretching a point
to call him a saint, but he was, from all accounts, a good, sturdy, honest
German citizen—which is sufficient for the average man and woman in
this world.

On June 8, 1853, Hanover was taken from what was left of Center
and erected into a separate township, which left the present Center
Township.

The oi'iginal North Township of the county was divided by the
commissioners into North and Hobart townships September 5, 1849.
The boundaries of this Hobart Township were slightly changed Decem-
ber 6, 1853, but its northern part did not even then extend beyond the
Little Calumet River. On March 9, 1883, its territory was again changed,
sections 1 and 2, township 35, being detached from Ross Township, and
its west line, running on the west side of section 2, was extended up to
Lake Michigan, its east boundary following the county line up to the
lake. It was thus made 5 miles in width and 8 miles long.

At that time also (March 9, 1883) a strip five miles in width on the
west side of old North Township was made a new division of the county,
called North Township, and between that and the new Township of Hobart
a strip of territory six miles in width, extending from the north line of
township 35 to Lake Michigan, was erected into Calumet Township. As
this division took three sections away from Ross Township, the Village
of Ross is no longer in the township by that name.

The three original townships of the county have thus become eleven,
there having been no changes since 1883.

But, although the county seat has remained at Crown Point since
1840, official and judicial business has so increased that the old-time log
courthouse has given place to two magnificent structures, convenient and
modern in every respect. Territorially, Crown Point is central and con-
venient, but on account of the wonderful development of the northern
part of the county, the center of population, of business, of politics and
of legal and judicial procedure has shifted far to the northwest. The
result is both Crown Point and Hammond are headquarters for judicial
proceedings and county business, although Crown Point is still the official
county seat and contains the principal county offices. The details of this
necessary adjustment will be naturally developed in the course of the
narrative.
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THE FraAME COURTHOUSE

The frame courthouse bore date of 1849, but it was not completed
and occupied until 1850. George Earle, who had but lately platted the
town of Hobart, was the architect of the new building, the dimensions
of which were large for that day—sixty-seven feet long, thirty-seven wide
and twenty-seven high.

This somewhat pretentious county home was all on the ground, but
had four pillars in front and was surmounted by a round cupola which,
to present-day eyes, greatly resembled a salt shaker. It stood north of
the public square and on the east and west street bounding it. The court-
house contained a courtroom, a jury room and a sheriff’s room.

OreeEr CouNTY BuiLpiNGS

Just east and west of the courthouse stood two brick buildings, all
fronting south; the eastern office building accommodated the treasurer
and auditor, and the western the recorder and clerk. Immediately
north of the building containing the offices of the treasurer and auditor
was the frame jail. Courthouse, office buildings and jail are said to be
covered in the sum of $10,000.

The probate judge held court in the old building until his office was
abolished in 1851, and afterward the Circuit Court of the county con-
tinued to dispense justice therein for some thirty years. During all that
period the county officers also occupied the other more miscellaneous
buildings, as described.

AGITATION FOR BETTER COURTHOUSE

In the later *70s the people, even the taxpayers, commenced to ask
for better accommodations. Not only had the frame courthouse served
as a general gathering place for exciting political and temperance meet-
ings and for unusual local occasions, but had been the scene of many sad,
as well as rousing war meetings; and even more learned judges and
more eloquent lawyers had there held forth than in’the little audience
and courtroom of the loghouse. But even the frame courthouse, with
its cupola, fell before the march of events, was sold to John G. Hoffman,
moved and transformed into an opera house.

Some sixty thousand dollars had already been collected for the erec-
tion of a brick and stone courthouse on the square donated for the
purpose by Solon Robinson and William Clark, original proprietors of
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