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| I  still evident in the architecture of the old
town, and in its brewery, which produces the well-
known Tsingtao beer. The city has been occupied
by Japan twice, from 1914 to 1922 and from 1938
to 1945.

It was a favorite summer port of the US Asiatic fleet
during the 1930's, and from 1945-1949 it was the
headquarters of the Western Pacific Fleet of the US
Navy. Today Qingdao, in the modern spelling, is a
flourishing port city and a favorite summer resort.
The three buildings of the Grand Hotel on Pacific
Road can be seen in the 1930’s postcard above. The
Grand Hotel Strand on a nearby beach, was under
the same management.

Qingdao, will be the host city of the 29th
Olympic Sailing Regatta in 2008.

A 1920's guidebook writes:

— The Strand Hotel has
the same management
as the Grand Hotel.
On account of its
position near the sea,
its modern and
comfortable
accomodation and big,
airy rooms, it is the
most popular summer
hotel. During the
bathing season, from June to October, there is a
busy social life on its broad terrace. The hotel
orchestra plays every afternoon at the tea dances
and every evening for dinner. The difficulty in
obtaining a room at this hotel has always been so
great, that the directors have been obliged to build
some villas near at hand.

GH. Thomas writes in December 1937:

Deutsch-Asiatische Bank

The St. Andrew's Day Ball was a great

affair. The Scots in town came in their
ILilte mnand Aawnnad Canttials swnnla Tl o
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Cathoti even had haggis — everything but the
bagpipes. Last night a bunch of us had
dinner at the club and bowled all
evening. This Saturday night is the big
German party at the Grand Hotel, one
of the biggest occasions of the winter
season. And that's the way it goes all
the time.
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The GRAND HOTELS, Lro

Tsingtau (North China)

Tsingtao
The Riviera of the Far East

Tsingtao
The SUMMER RESORT of
North China -3

THE GRAND HOTELS, LIMITED

Operating
THE GRAND HOTELS, STRAND HOTEL AND
STRAND VILLAS
The Oaly First Class Hotels in TSINGTAO.
Messes. Thos Cook & Sons, Ltd. are our Agents,
please call on them and they will give you all
information you may require,

CABLE ADDRESS A. VAN HERWUNEN
“GRANDHOTEL"™ General Manager.

THEGRAND HOTELS, LIMITED

TSINGTAO.
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NOTE: With a few exceptions, none of the
images on this Web page are included in
the book "An American in China" by G.H.
Thomas

Above, the German-built train station, which the author used
to travel to the railway points in the interior
of Shantung during business trips in 1937. The line,
which went all the way to Tsinan, was called the KTR, or
Kiaochow-Tsinanfu Railroad.
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Pacific Road from the Pier.
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The original main building of the Grand Hotel.
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Above, the impressive Town Hall, or Municipal
Government Office of Tsingtao was built in 1904. In
a 1989 reconstruction effort, the ivy was removed
and the entire building was replicated. From the
front there is an unobstructed view down a wide
avenue

to the sea. This photograph was taken in 1945 by
US Armed Forces.

http://www.willysthomas.net/GrandHotelTsingtao.htm Page 5 of 13



Old China - Qingdao - Tsingtao - Tsingtau - Tourism - Foreign Studies 8/18/09 3:19 AM

The old and the new in Tsingtao today.
November, 1936:

Tsingtao is a pretty red-roofed town
passed down from the German
occupation of the port and control of
the surrounding region. It has a perfect
bay with bright blue water dotted here
and there with picturesque little islands,
Jjunks and sampans. There is even a
Chinese temple along the shore. The
three Japanese destroyers anchored out
in the middle of the bay give a realistic
touch to the picture. Behind the bay, on
all sides, rise immediately jagged hills.
No wonder it is called the most
beautiful spot in all China.

Just one year later, on Oct. 7, 1937,
he was to write:

The Japanese advance has been very
rapid because the Chinese have not
done much fighting. They put up a
pretty good resistance for a time, but
without any artillery, not even
antiaircraft guns, their position was
hopeless from the first.

With its northwestern border already
overrun by the Japanese army,
Shantung is definitely involved in the
struggle for the first time. The Japanese
vanguard is now only forty miles from
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Qingdao China
Know Before
You Go. Read
Reviews from

Real Travelers.
www.TripAdvisor.com

Japanese
Weekend

Clothes

Chic summer
fashions are
here! Cool
strapless voile

dresses.
www.MaternityandNursin

Japanese inn
Mukaitaki

Traditional
Japanese inn
Mukaitaki
Aizuwakamatsu
Fukushima

Japan
www.mukaitaki.jp

Kai Japanese
Study Japanese

in Tokyo with
students from 35

countries
www.kaij.jp
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Slide show of German Tsingtau
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Tsi,;;an, with nothingﬂbdut an evidedntly
disrupted 29th Route Army and the
swirling Yellow River in between.

Huge barrels of sand and barrels of
water are everywhere on the streets of
Tsingtao. The USS Chaumont is coming
through here on its way to Japan late
this week. and the USS Canopus will
pick up some more people for Manila
next week. According to the executive
commander of the Marblehead, our
protection ship, there are still over four
hundred Americans in the city.

On January 11, 1938:

The Japanese forces are here. The news
of the invasion on Jan. 10 was in all the
newspapers. Our harbor is still blocked
and now the British shipping companies
have curtailed or temporarily canceled
their calls on the outer harbor. To
complete our sense of being cut off, the
USS Marblehead sailed for Chefoo on
Sunday morning, followed later in the
day by HMS Suffolk for Weihaiwei.
Japanese ships are as thick on the
waters of our bay as their marines and
soldiers are on our streets.

In the main the Japanese have used
great moderation in Tsingtao city itself,
that is compared with the terrible
sacking of Nanking . But we are
constantly disgusted by the scattered
acts that are taking place. Less serious
by far than the attacks on women, but
annoying, is the petty thievery on the
part of the Japanese soldiers.

Among the foreigners here in town, the
Japanese are obviously partial to the
Germans and just as plainly have little
regard for the British.
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off Tsingtao
in 1936.

The extraordinary Governor's
Mansion or Residenz des
Gouverneurs, built for the German
governor in 1907 in the then popular
Jugendstijl or Art Nouveau.

From 1949 it was used by
Communist cadres. Mao Zedong
stayed there in the 1970's. It is now
called the Qingdao Guest House.
The room where Mao stayed is,
needless to say, often requested.

The USS Canopus with submarines
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The Governor's
Mansion, or
Qingdao Guest
House,
as seen today on the
cover of "Far From
Home:
Western
Architecture in
China's Northern
Treaty Ports,"
by Tess Johnston
and Deke Ehr,
published by Old

China Hand Press, Hong Kong .

http://www.willysthomas.net/GrandHotelTsingtao.htm

T ﬂp ’g}zoooo

Ao '—m'fw: »

[ LAyl o

/chef'testants

t‘l.
R~

AUG &;)Wednesday ‘

9/8c

www.bravotv.com
Ads by Google

8/18/09 3:19 AM

Page 9 of 13


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BNCFMl1SKSqHdAti46QaQt83GC4SfwpUBpLTp3A3AjbcB0LbtARABGAEggKb_AzgAUIKmnaYFYMmGo4qkpMQRsgEUd3d3LndpbGx5c3Rob21hcy5uZXS6AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEC2gEyaHR0cDovL3d3dy53aWxseXN0aG9tYXMubmV0L0dyYW5kSG90ZWxUc2luZ3Rhby5odG3gAQKAAgHIAvSv2guoAwHIAwXoA-wG6AOxA-gDjAL1AwAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwtIhmLy5gCRFxOQ6Y2rptLWaqHeg&client=ca-pub-9187089782894489&adurl=http://www.bravotv.com/top-chef
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BNCFMl1SKSqHdAti46QaQt83GC4SfwpUBpLTp3A3AjbcB0LbtARABGAEggKb_AzgAUIKmnaYFYMmGo4qkpMQRsgEUd3d3LndpbGx5c3Rob21hcy5uZXS6AQoxNjB4NjAwX2FzyAEC2gEyaHR0cDovL3d3dy53aWxseXN0aG9tYXMubmV0L0dyYW5kSG90ZWxUc2luZ3Rhby5odG3gAQKAAgHIAvSv2guoAwHIAwXoA-wG6AOxA-gDjAL1AwAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwtIhmLy5gCRFxOQ6Y2rptLWaqHeg&client=ca-pub-9187089782894489&adurl=http://www.bravotv.com/top-chef
http://services.google.com/feedback/abg?url=http://www.willysthomas.net/GrandHotelTsingtao.htm&hl=en&client=ca-pub-9187089782894489&adU=www.bravotv.com&adT=ImageAd&done=1

Old China - Qingdao - Tsingtao - Tsingtau - Tourism - Foreign Studies 8/18/09 3:19 AM

The Bismarck Barracks, in background, built for German troops between
1903 and 1909. It is now the Oceanographic University. In 1945 it was the
home of the U.S. 22nd Marines. This is a US military photograph as is the

panorama of Tsingtao waterfront on top of Web page.

Lily Lee
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Skyscraper City Web site

Click here for Tsingtao
recipes
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W  meet the Sailing into modernity: A participant in the Qingdao
_ Jchef'testants

International Regatta in August 2006.
The event anticipates the Olympics Sailing Regatta
of 2008.
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