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My parents were Southern Baptists missionaries to China, and I arrived there in 1936 with my older brother, Buford.  We were in Peking, Huanghsien, Peitaohe and Kaifeng until the U.S. State Department recommended women and children should leave China.  My Mother, Buford and I returned to the States November 1940 aboard the S.S. Washington, and our Father returned June 1941. Our Father went back to China as a liaison officer between the Chinese and U. S Armies with other China missionaries during World War II.  Buford and I attended schools in Texas and California from 1940 to 1946.

After World War II we returned to China, this time to Shanghai with a younger brother, David.  Buford and I entered SAS in January 1947, having arrived with many other SAS students aboard the Marine Lynx, a converted troop transport ship. We were day-students, commuting from the north end of Shanghai with the Ware and Gillespie families at the Baptist compound and the Kepler sisters from another nearby compound. Toward the end of the 1949 school year, as the Communist army was nearing Shanghai, gasoline became scarce and the roads were so crowded with refugees that commuting became impossible; so Buford and I moved onto the SAS campus and became boarding-students. Buford graduated May 1949 and I attended SAS at the Community Church September1949, across from the SAS campus; the new Communist Government had taken over the SAS buildings.  I recall some of the teachers at the Community Church School were Mrs. Barr, Captain Wilkes and Mrs. Merritt.

Buford and I returned to the States October 1949 aboard the General Gordon with many SAS students.  Buford entered Baylor University in Waco, Texas and I entered Waco High School, graduating in 1951. Our parents and younger brother were ejected from China September 1950 after Communist China officially allied with North Korea during the Korean War; later they served as missionaries to Indonesia, not being allowed to return to China. I Graduated from Baylor in 1955, majoring in geology with a math minor.  The Religion Department at Baylor taught Creation but the Biology and Geology Departments taught Evolution.  I then entered The University of Texas at Austin graduating with a Masters degree in geology with petroleum engineering minor.

I spent the first few years of my career doing field work at the drilling site of oil and gas wells.  In 1962 I joined an international consulting group, contributing to major oil and gas field studies in Algeria, Brazil, Chile, Indonesia, Iran, Libya, Saudi Arabia and Syria.  During that time I had foreign residences in Algiers, Paris and Jakarta.  In 1988 I became an Independent Petroleum Geologist. I am still active in my self-employed profession, consulting and investing in oil and gas projects, almost exclusively in South Texas.

I have been married twice; have a son in Georgia, a daughter in Florida, three grandchildren and three step-grandchildren.  My soul-mate wife Alice and I married in 1979, and we have attended the 1990 SAS reunion in China and the 1999 reunion at Fairfax, VA. We have traveled extensively to England, Scotland and Wales; also France, Mexico and a trip down the Danube.  Alice collects antique porcelains with an emphasis on polychrome Japanese Imari.  We return to France early this year (2008) for a tour from Nice to Paris.  We became Presbyterians about 15 years ago. I enjoy the non-fundamentalist precepts of the Presbyterian Church, but still have trouble with Predestination.  But then again I don’t understand String Theory, Female Logic or the Political Process.  I have learned that there are some things that it is just much easier to accept.  My disdain for the Political Process stems from the corruption I witnessed in China (in the 1940s), Mexico and Indonesia.

