E511 Moaapachiimetts Averma H. W,
Woabington &, D, 0.
March 135, 1844

I am writing to ek whether Fouo woeold be willing to congidar
a definite 2all to war service In China,

in order to reduocse misunderstandings and friaticons and to
Fropocta closer cooparatlion between the American and Chiness forces in
Chine, the Chiness Government has propogsd that & limltsd nusher of
wall-salectad Chiness—gpealling fmerlicans be angaped ilmeedistely, for
waricus forms of lieison work, elthar by the imericen Ammy or tha
Chinesss Government or both.

I bava recantly arrived from Chins for s short farloogh 1n
tha Thited States. T have beon osiced while here to glve sope tims to
tha devealopment of the proposed plen.

fim p roeult of dispcogelona in Chungking epd in Weshington,

tha War Department is oow romdy to engege imedintely tem or twelve msn
ag aliviliian employeesa to mosist in interpreteticn end relotioms with
Chinees stodent interpreters. Iater, the Departmant will ba Teady Go
pend forty more for other types of service; oivilien or military: in
tha hoatels for imericon forces in Chine, in voeinses relatione betwesm
Amarigsans and Chinesa, in the army orlentetion and eduestion program,
ond in gemerml lisigon woris.

Those whe go cub in oivilien oepacities would be engagad by the
the War Department cn definite contrset for pearicds of one year ar langer,
and wrald be provided with reRtions mnd guerteras in China, togeathar
with o splary t¢ cover famliy neaeds in this coumtry. Others =ay be Som-
missicned oa army officers. Sape may be appeibted to aaxilisry branahes
of Army service, such &2 the Fed COrose or chapleinay. The emeller nusbes
wha might e engeged by the Chlosse Goverzment would be on & contract
with tha Chinese Govermment and peid by them., In @ll cafes travel Lo
and from Chine would be arranged.

It is becoming incremsingly Aifficult for Mmericans in this
country who heve hed exparience in Chims and who wish te retarn there
0 errange for treavel Ard to meet the high codt of living doe to infle-
filon. Hare is an opportonity for fifty qualified Americans - miesiomeriss,
cducatars, btusiness men, and ¢thers - to make & witel contribution to the
united war effort in Chins. A lereser nunber pay be nesdasd later. While
this work will he consarnad chiefly with the leying of fourdmtions faor
closer cocoperation when the major amphasis of the war ehifts to the Far



-

Esat, it wlll alse give aspportunities for the toilding of permanent under-
atanding and good will between Chine and imeriom.

I am meking emall responaible commlttess 1n Hew Tork and Weshe-
ingten to assist in the salecticn of suitebls cardldates whom we might
rasoamaid T the War Department and the Chioese Government. In dolng thim,
I &n aating at the raguest of the Chinese Oovermment in an umefficlal
capaslty and with the understanding of the Lmerican Avsy and Erbessy io
Chifis and the State and Ear Departments in Weshingben,

Wil you kindly 1ot me ¥mow B8 quickly as possible whether you
are ready to consider the war service in Chins propossd In thia letter.
Tour reply and the information which you send us on the enslesad form will
be treated confidemtimlly and will not obligate Fou o0 adaept ab lavitation
if Four name la gelested., However, we would 1ike ta koow whether you are
marely intersated in the propossl or shether jod weald definltaly like ta
g2 to China for such work in the near future i1f the opportunity develcopa.

To former Chira miesiomaries 1 should like to emphasize the op-
portunlty for Carletlan ssrvicee in thie plent +to further better uader=
gtanding between the Chiness and Smarican pscples, %9 serva dmarican of-
flgors end men whe &are far frem home and lonely in China, end o earve Chino
and onr Chingse friends In the armed foresés, lnaluding n comslderabls munber
of Chriatiana. In the Chlness aromy now are several thousand nniversity
students neting ma intarpreters for the smardcan foroas and a lprge pro-
partlcon of thesa are from Chriatisan oolleges. In relaticns between the
dmaricen Ammy and the elvilian populsticn of China, wa would also render
veRluable Barvige wlth fa.r—rmhing aonpaquanEes.

I emalops an envelopa for reply.
With Wy best regards.
dincetaly yours,
Fronk ¥. Frice
(Chinm pddress; West China

Omion University Campue,
Chengt]



