
Introauetion: 1 
1fie Chinese Mind 
" l he five hundred years preceding the birth of Christ - an 
era which in China saw the close of the great Chou Dynasty,the 
pArioo of the warring States,and the establishment of the Chin -
Dynas ty - saw also the rise of great fig'ures in the rAalms of 
pbiloso~§ ana r Pligion;in China,Confucius,Lao Tzu,MPncius,.Chuang 
Tzu,Mo Tzu, Han Fei Tzu 9Shang Yang; in Inaia,Buaaha;in Persi a 
Zoroaster; in Greece,Pythagoras,Plato,iocrates,Aristotle,zeno; 

j.n Juaaea,Esra,Nehemiah 9Haggai 7 Zechariah,Malachi, and the second 
Isaiah. It is,therefore,almost labouring the obvious to point 
out the tremendous influence which the religious teachers an~ 
philosophers of this period have exercised upon the life and 
thought of all subseqUient centuries until the present" . (Leo 
Sberley- Price:Confucius and Christ,po2l) 

This summary of r~£IgbU~}od o~ Philosopbers i s made by Sherley­
Pric~a~9w was the situation many years before this Chinese 
Classic ~ii:G:lit? J.~mpr->ror Shun,one of the two patti=irn rule11 s of 
the GoldPn Age, began his reign in 2357 B.c. 1..ri th "a solPmn act 
of worshipt' He sacrificed specially 9but with thA ora i nary form~, 
to Shang Ti; sacrificea purely to six objPcts of Honour;offerea 
their appropr i ate s·crifices to~ the hills and rivPrs,ana ex­
t encea hiE: worship to the hosts of spirits ~ "l)F . w.s. O' Neill: 
ThP QuPst for God in China,pp 79- 80) 
Frolh t hose remote af:es of the past L"'1Rxiupe:mex1mbg, the Supreme 
Ruler,Shang Ti,has been known and worshiped . "Wax:kakaxi::tx:;-xmm; 
i~Xxlm:xh.a~gx~x~f±Bi™:iix~~xxmlUll:xSmli¥~E W. E.Soothill , m1& 
i!i~Blim1:ru3o"At the very be.ginning of recoraea history~therefore. 
we f ind the head of the nation supporting a kind of monotheism 
in t he wor shi p of a Supreme Being,an animistic worship of hills 
ana r~vers,ana a polythe}!istic -worship of a host of spirlts'l ( 
ilbl:x~k.tt~:.X:i:g±m:HSY~fDh±b::prl~ii. What is equally clear, is 
thet one per sonal God is r ecognised,supreme over all." (The Three 
Religi ons of China . py,135,136.) 
The one Sup!'eme Deity' s r epresentart on earth was t hP emperor~ 

who wes call ed t he~Son of H~aven" . He alone could sac£ifice to 
t he Supreme God.In Pekir.g t he re is a large par k cont9Jp~~tP~ 

Te ple and Altar of Heaven.The altar is built in th~~'¥races 
o¥~m~il~le with carved balustrad es . For the purpose of worshi pping 
upon this altar thP. Emperor with pomp and solemnity at winter 
sol~}ce knelt in the center of the altar . xm It was his duty to 
give account of himself and his dealings with his subs j ects 
aur ing the past year . In the event of famines,floods ,aevast ating 
wars,or other sweeping catas t r ophes,he assumea re sporsibilty for 
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bis subjects and implored Goa ' s forgiveness . Near the altar is 

the furn2ce of green tiles -wberr-- thA s"crificlhal bullu.ck was 
pla.cec at the tirne of :kla!i worship . 'l'he sacrifice wr; a calf 

without blemish and of uniform color.The eight metalbraziers 
imi: were used f or thF.1 burnt offerings of •,ilk aria also for the 
written prayers after they had been formally read to thP sacred 
tablets . 
Nortti of the Altar of Heaven stanas the most beautiful build­
ing known by the Chinese as the Chi Ni en ·rien (Happy Year Hall) 
ano to Occidentals as the Te~e of Heaven . The st~ucture is in 
t he center of a triple round platform of white marble with 
marble balustradPs.Its roofs are supported by red columns and 
tiled in blue, while the whole is surmourrtea by aaft~~%!9' ball. 
In this building the Emperors formerly offered their prayers 
for a happy or proporous year in the first Chinese Moon (January­
FPbruary), 

a burnt-offerine on 
Some time afterwards Emperor Sun offsamed2:1dx~xatHX m:f1CH%X~i 
h:iximmx0gblxma:caaxiud:igxxmerxg:¥ T" ai s~fu1~8itt~}f~ ' .mQst famqus , 

11o ~ ~ ~ ~(,'k.1-c.JHl- . • 
mountain:t1ucWcm:t'HJ.llg aua other k great 1aountains.Profe"'sor (f • ,....._ 
boothill consiaers that this was maae to " i mpersonal Heaven ." 
He adds :"The first occasion on which we find it Ci ofinitely asso­
ciatei. with the idea of divinity is in ·~he Counsels of the 
Great Yu,successor to Shun,ana founder of the first dynasty" 
(Soothil1 7W. E.:Lhe Three Roligions of China,p.136.) The Chinese 

have personified Him and called Him Lao T' ien feh (The 01a 

Heavenly Grandfather).During the seventeenth century A. D. the 
Jesuits aaoptaa the term T#ien for Goa. The Franciscai~~and 
Dominicans objected Md :proposed a personal "T'ien e8!9.x Chu"' 
or "Lora of Heaveni1 .This la-cter term was sanctioned by ttte 
Pope as the Roman Catholic name for God . The Emperor K' ang Hsi 
disagreed and oraered a?ll missionaries who sided with the Pope 
to leave th8 country. 
The Supr~me Being and Heaven have become idPntical in Chinese 
thought. TherP a rn other terms for Goa, hlld:J/we mention only 
a third term,namely Shen or Spiri~?i Th~£~ g2o~and bad spirits. 
Natu~e is full of spirits• Protest~'f~1ve';been divided con­
cerning thE' name of God.The Bible has one- edition uith g'ngTi 

" ano another with Shen •. T' ien Fu is a very common expression 
Clu~!::J_C!:.evu. .• .J::::.e~ 

_../'"( weaning He avenly Father. 

According to Chinese philosopy ~' ai Chi or Great Origin is the 
beginning of time . It gav birth to two interacting M and counter-
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acting principles namned the Yang an~1~,Yang stands for Heaven, 
Lightt, warmth,steadfastness,goesR~Hs,male .Yin represents Earth, 
a arkne ss, cold1, changeabli ty, evil, ana female . Yin is negative and passi 
ve,while Yang is positive and active . Everything in the universe, 
man included, is the result of the Yang and Yin lid: forces . It be­
came asfience applied both to geomancy (feng shui) and to medicine, 
alchemy,etc. 

The Chinese in prehistoric China believed in the spirits of the 
world of nature round about them . They worshiped Heaven but also 

the spirits of the sun,moon,mpuntains,rivers,thunder and wind.The 
home contained spirits of the «~ house,doors,well,hearth and 
inner court.The nature spirits were first 'WOrshiped around a 
small mpuna in the village.Temples were later built and images of 
gods were v.iorshipee.Animism developed ubtill today . There was a 

continuous warfae between man' s good gods or spirits and the de-
!R!ssf~r~t~etch of the Chinese mind.The impact of the West has 
greatlj influenced the thought of China. in modern times. 

3) 
Introction:The Impack of the West 

odu W/ t/ 
First edition and first intriction about YELLOS PERIL? sarts ~~ 
this revised edition Introduction 3) 
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