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G ötebor~ ~~~ ovetnbe r 3 r d .1951. 

The F..oyal Swed1Elh Ji'ore1gn 0f1"1ce. 

~ tockholm. 

: .• 

Before Ambassador ~,.föderblom left. ror China repre- .. ·z .... · 
:-· ~ .. ~ .. .. 

sentattves of the Swedish Missionary f:.-oc1et.ies discussed witb.' .::~ .,. .. ,. 

h1m the queetion of the1r property 1n Ch1na.Aocording to a ., 

report tney were unan1.aua 1n cons1der1ng. 1t appropr1ate to 
;.· 

een:i a note to tne Chinese ~·ore1gn Offlee 1n Peking re the 

property of the Swedish ~1aA1onary Soc1et1ee in Ch1na. 

I have been asked to state wh&t has been done on be.\~{~;~ 

hal f of the Swedish Baptist M1es 1on.Be 1ng 
not/ 

Missionary to leave China and. hav1ng been 

.......... 
r-~:."('" 

the last Swedish, -:f~)~; 
-~;~:;~~r,. 

1nformed about tbe ~-r,_·~:<· 
' . '." • .-/:.:... :...,·;~· 1) 

v1ewpoints advunced at the meeting I t.ake the libertJ aiso .. to~ t 
• .,'.'f:!- ~~~- : 

express my personal opinion re this compl1oat.ed. problem ;:ot' ~~m: 

. " ~~i~~ ' m1ssionary proparty 1n China. 
ii' i 

The real estate property of the S~edtah Baptist . Uisa1o~ 
. ~--

in China 16 looated 1n the province 

11st of the title deeds and all tbe legal documents have 

and are at present depos1ted in the S1redisb Embassy in Sb8nsba1 :- ·:~..:;~ f*· 
Acoording to the enolosed Power of Attorney in English traDSla-

·l-· 

t1on I have appointed the .Baptist Churches of K1aohSien·j.Kaom1, ·~­

Chucheng and l1hchao each ~o managa Md loålt arter tbe propertJ 
.J· 

belong1ng to the Swedish Bapt1et Misslon in their respektive <.;.: 
• .~ •t J ' 

dietr1ots .A copy or the Cb1nese vers 1on is d~posi te d i'n. t.b!l~ ·· 
•. • .... 6 .... 

:0 J<! " ?. 

Ewediah Royal E mbasey ,Peking, and the Foreign Af'tai~e B~reau 

of the People' a Government,Ta1ngtao.I t should be n~~A 'tbat..
11 ~ 

•• :.~ l \.. 

the Swedish Baptist M1ssion still has legal 
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Eul!i !-H'operty &n1 that UtE: ~;,ptiet. Gt.Lurcho; only ac.m1n1ter 1t 

&.L lo&n. be fore rn~king out tr.1E: Pov:E: r- or !' ttorn&y I communicateti 

II\Y bUflf_er,tion <-J::; & good Lolutio!1 of tile ;Jl' oDle;n. 

I t b - a fact th~t there is no unif1ed policy for the 

solution of thit:. proparty problem.Thin i;· not only true of 

!.!isEionary Societ.1ea of different nktiom-tlit1ea,but also o1' 

~:v;ejiah Sociat1ea .Three aspeetc seem to cover the actuz.l s1tua-

tion: l) Miss1onariee have evacuated tha1r stations w1 thout 

rt~&king &ny &rl·&ngegents re m1s s lon property .1'tl1e 
1 

h&ppened in 

earller st&ges of evacuation &n:i local liUthori ties ru.ve as a 

rule taken over such property. 2) 1ass1onar1es have Deen 

t.iuthorized by the 1r boards of ~- oro 1gn U1ss 1on6 to g1ve local 

churches or Christ1&n unions po~er of attorney to ma.nage 

m1ssionary property. 3)Y1sn1onary f;ociet1es have given the1r 

proper ty as a d1rect g 1ft to the Chine se Chrie tiAn churches 

or 1ns titutione:.. 

Since the beg1nn1ng of 1951 no rore1gner can return 

to his home country without appoint!ng nome respons!ble pereon 

or orgAn1z&tion to &dm!nif:• ter wbatever private or m1sa1on pro­

perty be ~ poseess aa• or be responelble ror.ThlB had to be 

done by tbe acoredlted representative or the Swedish Bapt.!e~t 

Misslon !n spite of tile faot. ttv.Jt at lea~t 95;g of the proparty 

hnd already been "borrowed'1 or used by locE«l au'thori ties 1'or 

' profane purposea.F1nanc1al respona1bai'ti~a on behalf of the 

Mission we~ of uourse waved durine the~e circumotances. 

I t s houl;i be no te d the t r:.as~;ionary &oc!eties w i tb 

great 1nve~tmente 1n real es~ate have recently given t.he1r 

property to the Ch!nese Chr1!:::.t1a~ Ohurcil or some Chr1stian 
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.. :=.·.· ····:;·-~; Un1on.This is .1n ha~ey~:.~1th the original missionary .plan to 
·_... . . . .... ~ : . .·. ... . : . ·. :~ ': .' ~ ,' ~ . 

~1i::.:'\'~~~gk~;;#),i.I~~~~~~·~.:·, >-:i~ t ) the_·_;~_ yo~~~r;~~oimr.~-ti~~~:_--i'!~hber1 t the proper ty or the " o l der 
~ .. :~~~;.-·;:_~~·:J~_:{:.": ... ·:~ -·~:~~;;:.;~\ ~_ .. _: __ :{·;-~·-·~--~)~.~:·:'?:;,<"· . 

~~~~-,t!'~.~ig~\t:;r::.~~ ., .... ,,._,_;::-·.:.-"'"' -~---·:churches" -.A ciaordlag · t~;·:·;~:1r ... ·re&ulat1ons ~~be \ government w1ll de-
••... , .......... ."--'2''':""·L• .. ,.,.;: ::·; .. ~~~;..··:;~·~t-: • '~-·~<. ~ • ~~ :t·~~:;1~~~~-~;;~~t;.~:~;·.,:~~7". ·: --- . 

;,- 'c1de }~what the_)nat1ve _:6huröti:": åctually needs and 1r1ll be allowed 
·,~ -~~: .. ::-. .- ::·t.:~:. ·.·;~·~:~~~ .. :.: ·-.~~~:{~ ~:. ~. ·.: . . . -~-~~:l/;:: ·--~--~~- . 

~"·-~·.,.._.-... · .. , .... ,, ... _.,·· .. ·· · '>·~·o~ use.· !'l:dle 'or rormer m1ss1onary sohools, 

. :,; O" 1ns t1 i~trci~ : w1ll be taJteD 

..... 

- • • .r 

.;:' 

the,.. 

·.s 

. ~-.\::.:· / :·,. the 

t~~~ .. ?>·~·-~-: ... ' 

compensat1oD for lossea dUr1ng 

GA.-:.: ~~~V\,,'!;~· cauu. · _w111 hardly do i t now. 
·:.. 

:'<r~umatances 1t is 11\Y personal 
·:::" .. ··~ .. .-:. 
::·~:-.'"f~~;:: ·. 

... ~-

. ~ .... :: 
~-:.t. J" 

op1n1on ,:_compensat1on from "'the People1 s . ... .. . =·· ~-.. · .. ,: ... . . . 't:' ~. 
_.;.-..- • .... :. .: • ... ·.;:';~·-· •'-:·:i~ .• ~. 

Government for · ··a_a1or{ ·i:·property "borrowed" by 1t sbould be ex-

cluded,that chu"~·clu:is - ~~ ~-.--~c~~~d1teii to administer m1ss1onary 

:- .. 

·./ •: ..; - . 
-~ ~f \- proparty _ a·~ 

policy, that 

loaa can be cons1dered as a temporary wa1t-and-see• 
f: ~· <; ) .::(::~~-i ; . . . 

churches or 

an1.öutr.1ght gift · of miss1on proparty to Chr1stian 
. '. . \_:_;.:~~. . 

on· or · ahuro~es 1s a realistic pol1cy,even if it 
.: ... : 
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. . 
·:. ·--=· .. • v.:., 
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.strongly __ 'emphas1,Ze . that notbing 

inc~~ses ;.;ih,t;-,, P.:X.e~ent,.:· 41f'f'1cul ties 
;~_f.''>'::~~~t~~;-~~1~~~~/~ ·~w:;~~!w=--. -:~:~r - . . . 

~- ' .. ·: . .. 
. ~ .. .. = •f<. • 

.•: ::· ·; .. :: 
t;.· ... · 

........ 

Nov .3rd .51 

be done wb1oh 1n any way 

of ttle Cbr1st1an Churches 

· .. ·· 

. :- .. ·~- .. 
:;1 .:·:·.···J 

..: ... .. : . 

1n 

:-:- .... ·-·.·· .. 

·:·;r ... f. 
. ·t· 

" ·,·· .. Jl 
-::· 


