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Kisohsien, Shfigtung, China Sept. 23, 1947.

 Dearest Editn, -

- In my last letter I promised te send you & “fuller" report
of what We have been through and witnessed. I'm sure Mother has written you
about nearly aeverything, if so, you can just throwshythis letter away ,
should gyou find something that you haven't heard before, you can pags it
on to Margaret!!!1] e SR e : :

I should really write this in Swedish, my English being so poer, you
would pet a better story it I wrote in Swedish, but Egron thinks I ought
to write English, 8o nere 1t goes and you have to exXuse all my misstakes
as you always have to do, =~ A : 350 : A

Ever since the Communists got driven out from nere in AUuge 1946 we nuc
Bowe sutiouallst soldlers in our city. Tae firsi grou» that cawe was a fine
growd. Arter some time they left our place and were sent to helihelen. Then
%e got what they called " the Communication Pollce" and they'were statloned
in different places on the raillwey line betwesn Tseingtao aud Welhsien,

The Communisgts were very sirong everywhere in the countiry and ofcourse they
would do all they could to destm®y the railroad. During the Summer of 1946
they destroyed part here and there and all bridges were blown up, but as
Boon as the Government's s0ld lers Remapured recaptured Kiaonslen and Kaomi
the rallrdd got under repalr and the whole line - from Telngtao to Teilnan-
Was rebullt with American material. The Communicatlon police were to pro=-
tect the new rallrdi. How éid they do it? They made thelr quarters in the
towns, lnstead of«ftne railroad statlone,and they made themselves a merry
time: drinkiang, gaabling, steallng and looking for girls and left tne rail-
road %o "the redagh, Lverybody was fed up with them. lhey were gterrible -
g8et. Egron can wilRsys ta that 120, Loenuse he hed te 4try te-keep Lhew-out
of our house in Nankuan. He talked and talked but they moved in all the
same and went through the boxes theag belonging to Hulda, and stole some
of her things too.

As long as the renairs of the railroad went on there were plenty of
people on the line, but right after Christmas the line was compleat and
they were only working at some bridges here and there. Then the "reds'
got busy agaln end mxmyX every night there were parts blown up. The Com-
munication police didn't care, They stayed where they were and nad a &00d
tluee in the wmlddle of Febr. the line between Teingtuo and Teinan was open
for a week! - but then the big destfiction sat in and trains would run only
betWeen Telngtuo and Keoml and a few days later only to Lantsuen, because
the bridge over Tue-Ko hoa had been blown upe During Febr. the rumours
about the cormunigts' drive towards our towns were many and people began
to be afrald and many fled to Tsingtao. In & few days our "good" goldiers
began to urge the people to leave the city and soon they ordered them out.
It wae very cold Xmmg those days and the suffering was terriblé. The road
betweesr Tsingtas and here was crowgd as a market street,for days, and many
died pbefore they reached T. At Tsanko there was a kind of a gale, everyone
was stopped there and asked 1f they had permits for entering Teingtao.
Ofcourse they had not, Well, then.they were not allowed in and out there
was no shelter what so ewer and lots of people were freeging to death L
those cold nights. It was terrible with the smaller childéxn. They got wet
and during the nighte there clothing was like a giréle od ice a@%ﬁ@gﬁgﬁg
morbing they were dead, The sgoldiers ordered the people to leav o
Tslngtao d1d not take them 1in., Nothing was organized. Later on‘Tslngtao ‘
had to take them 1n, but they nad no-where to put them. Each ona’n&d‘to i
find a place tor themselves.
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o Well, well! Toaay We wriltle Jame. 0, 1740 and my story” 1s s8tlll Iar Irom
Wnisned. I don't know how 1t 1s. We don't have anything to do - no schools
¥ very 1little mlsslon Work - but I keen busy from morning tlll night. Of-
:ourse I saw and prepare for our trin home, but all the same. We pernans
sleep too much!! It's awful to Xmsaxex live like this. Now I hope to write S
hie story d wn anyhow. Wita things happening all arround us, from day to day}
bis will be & never ending story. ---= b

This was now the last week of Febr. 1947. Johnny was in Kaomil for his
¢hooling and Lally in Tsingtao. Our Chinese studente went away like a smoke.
‘he Schools were emptied out in an hour and all running to Tsingtao. Satur-
ay #as the first of March and then the Kaomi-car drove up here cramed full
f people - tne Jansson family, Johnny and some Chinese. They didn't like =
.0 gtay in Kaomi. St1ll we hade the Communication Police nere and they told |}
8 a¥A* they would hold our city etc. Durlng the first week in March We began
0 understand that our place would certainly also fall into the haids of tae
ommunists. On the third of March,iMartinak and I drove in to Teingtao just
or the day to get a few thing settled there. Later in téd week Egron deves
oped toothache and began to be 80 swollen in nis face. 'He had to see the
octor about it and we also had lettere to the Board and' some money-business
0 do, 80 we declded to make an otiner Tsingtaetrip. We understood that we
ere facing a time of isolationm here. On the 8 of larch we started out real
arly. As we didn't dare to stay 1in Tsingtao over: ningt, in case any change
ould take place herg we had devided up our errands to be able to get back
y evening. The travelers were: Egron, Martin, Johnny and myself. When we
ent out the clty gate just little .after 6 o'clock in the morndng, the guard st
ere just smiling and waved ue away. The day before we had asked them about :
he Tsingtao road and had gotten the answer that -golng east 1s 0.K. - ;
@ hadn't gone more than perhape two Chinese 11 when vwe sa€ the telelon line
ere cut. Egron said - the 'reds' hawebeen here. lie better turn back home.-
artin salio sometning aboui tue 'redas’ «lwWwaye bedung busy ail algnt and ilney
ually didn't do much during day time. - Jie Went on, Egron murmurlng some=
.ning about the 'cut' being too near the city this time. Comlng to the first
‘11lage & couple of soldiers peeped olit tarough a door. Johnny sald - they
i@re communists soldlers, let us go back home quickly! - Martin agdin re-
larked that some new soldiers had come up from the south and perhans they
wd uniforms something like the reds. - We wwent on. We dld get 1in to the o
1ext village before we were stopped by some soldlers, and then vwe understood .
-hat we were right in the arms of 'the communist soldiers!! - Well Egron and
lartin had to walk to theilr Head Quarters while Johnny and I were allowed
0 stay in the car. After a while they came back and s&d that We were not
illowed to go to Tsingtao, but we could return nome. Very well, we turned
:he car and were 80 thankful to get away from them that qulckly. Golng past
-hat village there Johnny had sesn the goldlers, We now saw some more sol-
lieps coming out from the nouses. It was stlll early in the morning. Leaving
‘he village behind us we had only 18 11 to Klaohslen, and we certanly were
anny. But - right across the roal they had put up eome farmers' tools to
iinder us from speed ing away and looking aslde we Baw & man throsgglng a
ed flag up into the alr and after that throw himself down on the ground..

'n tey same minute ghots began to whidle arround us. They shot like mada
igron and Martin went out of the car and wWaved thelr REAK nands Over thelr
ad &, but they xent on shating. Johnny and I had gone down on the floor
\ntne car. I could see how Egron kxxam went down linto a dich to take cover
ind I saw a shot just golng over nie nead, 80 near 1t could go without
1itting hdm, and then go into the bank. Still shewting tney walked up to

ur car. They acted very nervous and yelled at us like mad . Egron tokd them
that their Head Quarters had gilvén us permission to drive back td Klaohslen. -
jell, they didn't listen to that, they said that they had their own fead
Juarters and we had to go there. ( Vie understood very well that the man,
ino gave us the permisslion. to go back home, had phoned these eqldiera and
told trem to capture us.) After some talk tuey took Egron and ~artin along

sith them anéd left 5-6 guar?s with Jonnny and me. .o Lo o sitting in 4he car
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The guards were very rude at first and they asked me if I wasa't afraid.

I told them that I was not, because I never hac been afrald of Chlnese and
they were Chinese too. That answer plessed them and then Johnny began to
8oeak to them 1ln real Klaohslen Chinese and they just laughed and had a good
time. They are just like children. If you can lead their interest gway on
8owetning, they just forget why they should be there to waxkedx wgthmk you.
We walted for two noure and then at last we saw Lgron and Martin goming our
way, well guarded by soldlers. Right away I understood thet they didn't bring
good news, and soon Egron nad told us that we now wereprisoners!!! The car
was tureed the other way agaln and with guarde on the running board we were
taken to the Head Quarters. Nextio thelr house was.a small house, 3 rooms,
and we were taken to the west room and were well guarded tnere. We crowded
up on the 'kung' but it was so cold. The old lady, who lived in the house,
nad been so scared during that night.wphen the 'reds' came in, and now, when
they brought foregnlers to her houge as prisoners, sie didn't dare to stay
at nome but ran away. It was a very cold day. ; ; A

Wie were gestioned the whole day long. One or two soldiers, some
of them were Offlcers, but you can't tell that by theilr uniform, but they
are a liltle bit more clever and have at least some education. Everybody
zave us the same gestions. Perhaps they wanted to find out if we gave the
same answers or not. They asked us,and we asked them when we could go home.
30 it went on tne whole day and 1t began to be late afternoon. lnay were
figating with tne city soldlers and we could hear the fight going on. The
Inly answer we got was that it was war and too dg¥erous for us to travel.

I went up to one of tnem, an Officer, and asked as kindly as I could if we
iouldn't be allowed to drive home before dark, because we have our old Wother
and a small cinlld at home and they were exspecting us home this evebhng. :
the only answer 1 got was a smile and some words about them also having
dothers and small childeen at homs!!!!

we B8 no food aloneg and in that village waa nothing to be head
oecause all the people nad fled when the soldlers came in. But lrs. Feng had
sent some Chinese bread to her cnildren in Telngtao and I brought 20 eggs
for ~ally and seelng that we couldn't get home we asked if we could have
3little bit ofStraw from the yard and make alittle fire. -We bolled some eggs
and ¥ate some’dry bread, but we Were not hungry. About 7 o'clock they told
18 to sleep!!! Wwe tried to make us as comnfortable as we could on thnat hard
<anf ' - well knowhg tnat it wouldn't be much of sleep for us. Even thougn
it was dark they kKept goming in to our room and flaghh light in our faces
and counting: one, two,three, four!!!!In the next house¢, their Head Quarters, |
they were having a Conference about us the whole day. ( Here I must tell some .
thing. Wwhen the Yatlionallsts came in here in aug. we had a2 visit firom ane
of thelr Officers, who sald that nhe and his goldlers were on the other side
of the river that day when we were taken. They had théir spideg out, and even _
in the village where we were Kkent, and they knew everything about 1it. He told
i8 that some of the 'reds' wanted to kill us in order to get tne car. Tney
talgked tne whole day about 1t, but some were agalnst 1t bec§use we were :
foreigners, und because of tuat they compromlsed,and that I'1l tell you now.)

At ten o'clock a man came in, not an Officer, and told us
that we could go nomel!!! We haven't traveled at night here in China, perhaps |
for twenty years,and now, when everything was upside down, we certalnly
iidn't like to do 1t. Wexak Vie gked him if We could stay till towards the
sorning because we didn't like to travel by night. He went away but came
oack witow order, that we had to go. The reason was - they sald - that they
#ere all leaving that village and 1f new tropps came 1in during the night,
ie would be taken prisoners by theme. In the evenlng we nad wlit¥nessed how
their spifescame in from different placee. It was terrible to be in 1it, but
afterwards you are glad for tne experienge, because We saw BOm many 'inside
things' durlng our stay with thems~we had to leave, tnat was all to it,
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We felt very bad about leaving, and felt like we would be walking in to some
kind of a trap. It was a cold night and we couldn't get the car started.

We neated some water, but the car stood where it mimax was and didn't sean

to nave any intentlon to move. We alsd worked very slow because we felt so
uneasy apowt drilving away at that nour. It was a moonlight night. Gorgeously
bright and wonderful. We wouldn't have to have the lignhte burning on the car,
which was a good thing. We again told the 'reds' that we didn't feel like
golng, but they sald that thelr soldiers would all be gowlg north that nigat
and that they who had been a thefbig/road had already left. But the car
didn't move and our friends left us,and ‘we Were just alobe in the outsxirts
of the village WeRking on the car, Tne clock Was almost 12 at midnipht. =
Then we saw som snad§ows coming up frowm the roads and the dithes towards the
village. They walked closed to the houses and Walls and kefPt very quiet. W e
understood that new troops were coming our Way and we also made as little no
as posslble. After a few minutes we were all surrounseded by soldiers, They
were also nervous, had been flghting the whole day, and eaw enemies in every
gErdenxxx corner. He t@ld them our story, which we thought they all knew be-
fore even 1f they act@#é differently. I suppose we were very near to be cap-
tured again, but one young fellow knew how to drive and ne got interested

in the car. Egron told them that if they only Wwould give us a'push perhansg

#e would be able to get away, and talking and playing with the carlthey didn8t
know t1ll the car started and we guickly in to ik and drove away. Before vie
got the car started a man walked up to Egron and said:" You know you shouldn't i
drive out now. It's very dangerous." - He was a Dit older tnan the rest and :
looked like a deécent fellow,. ; :

Pasging the first village the guards there dién't stop us. They knew
the story!!! I can still feel the mowments of the car and also near the nolse
from the englne! We felt we would have gone absolutly soundless, but 1ln the
stillness of tne nignt that car made such a nolse., The Moon spread it's light
aver tne fields &and ¥We g2aw far away over the fields to small villages arxound.
[ don't know if you are able to recall that road at alls, Just 12 lis from
our city is dtemnle with a. pagoda. We had just #iched tuat spot when the
shots began fo wnlsle again and this thime much Worsetuan the last. I hadn't
peen afrald during the whole day and even when they suot at us I sort of nad
a4 reassuranee that the shots would not hit us, but We hadn't. exp@rieneed any
thing like this last snooting before. Soldiers rushed up from every difeh and
came runnling over the flelds towards us. Hgron and dartin went out again into
the shooting and waveing thelr R#d® hands. Johnny sald to me;:"Now they'll
«111 us, Mother." Johnny and I were still in the car and if I ever nrayed in
ny life it was then, and still I can't understand that we came out of that
inferno and back home again. Nothing but a wonderful answer to our prayers.
dundreds of shots were fired at use, but noneof them were allowed to hit us.
Inose soldlers were real bandits, They held kgron and wartin on tane road tuere
ihlle tney searched them. Egron lost tne golden wakn! His preclous gift from
Yather Rinell. --- While thney went on being rude to the men, they took Johnny
and me Up to the pagoda and we wWere not allowed to walk, we had to run, as 2a
fast as We could and with their guns 1n our backs. Coming up to the temple
two Officerd received us like We would have been their xm very best friends.
fhey hac a fire in the middle of the room and they urged us up to the fire
ind said, in a most kindly voice:" How is 1t that you are out at night, when
fighting 1is going oB@ Aren't you cold? Please come right un to the fire! ete."
[ was talklng back to them as nice as I could but trled to keep an Bayex eye
)n the road to feuwnd out what naéd harpened to the men. The soldlers were busy
nrenaring strechers and I thought that Egron and wartin nad been wounded after
3ll. After a while the men came, walking on their own legs, and that was soue
thing to be tnankful for. ( That Officer, who came to tell us all about that
jay, he also told us Y@yt when they couldn't get majority among thelr own
seonle to kill us, they had finally decided to send us out in the middle of
the night and they would shest and the whole thlng would be a0 mam accident.)
iell now this group sald that ify had nothing to do with tnat‘group who had
qeld us prisoners, and because of that they would take us to thelr Head Quar-
ters and see& now to handle thls question. Again kgron and dartin Were gone
and Johnny and I Bitting in the car, well guarded, and walting, walting.
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st very young boys and they soon began to talk to use and e

ng 10 eat. we @ad #bll Dread o

leased. After a winile I asiked XME - s

their Head Quarésrs were and vas told =-- 60 1lis from aerel!l!l! e

11, tanen our men can't be pack before tomorrow I said. The clock was golng .

warde 2, but the nilght was as bright as a day. Then one of thelr soldliers '

me and told our guards that tiney had order to go north. All were leaving: Tt oo 8

@at place. One of them, alittle fellow, perhans 16-17 yeras old, walked un

, me and eald insa grim and stern wolce: " If you start the car, since we

ve left, ya both you and your son Will Dbe shot. Do you understand? " -
told nim to "fang sin" - I had no keys, sWartin ha¢ taken them along, 80
would be tnere alright. In my mind I was thinking - who would shwt us,

' they all had leftl!il! They went and Johnny and 1 were all alone on the

)ad. I was 80 havnpy to nave onim along and he was very brave the whole day -
le ne made friends

@ a8 he has a very pleasant way in dealing with peop
ith our guards and made the Whole situation much easler. Just after 1Wo
'‘elock Egron and sartin turned up, and now I must tell you tnelr story.
Taey had been taken to a village north of the raillroad. When they
sked wnere the Head Quarters were, tlney were told that they had just moved
) Ksomi @istr 18t that day and they had to walk 60lls - EXaX exactly as
i puards had sald. Ofcourse our men Were not willing.to do that and thney
slked all they could about our wram¥ nlanned trin to Teingtao and how We
:re taken and now we now had gotten the promise of returning home. Then
qe of tne soldiers sald that they nad & small Office in the village and
s took them there. Coming in there they met two young men and one of taem
gked if Lgron knew ir. Culpepper of Hwang hisen. vwonen sgrom eauj'nﬁild,
ne fellow said: " e Was my teacher". Wiell, that was somethlng 1o talk
bout and after & while he .also told Egron that ‘ne had beey here in Klao-
slen when tne Communists came 1ln here 1946 and he. knew Agron and also
alked .bout our Schools etc. Talking 1ike that they finally got to the &
oint &about our trip to T. and 'man-man-d ' Egron asked 1f they couldn't

rant us the permission now to go back to Kisohslen. They did. Then Egron
but thev were not very willlog:

nd “artin wanted escort pack -io .lhe £n¥,
0 give tnat because tney hac order to go north. The men inslsted an 1t
ny how and they got some guards along, butl when tney had taken them part
f the way they returned leaving the men alone. Egron and wartin protested,
jut they saild that all thelr soldiers had gone now, 80 tlhey could easily
;alk alone. That was a terrible feelling for them =~ walking all alone 1in ;
\ight not knowing 1f some goldiers were hidden among tne graves and bushes. '
juddenly they saw a group of mem coming towards them, and they were calling -
>ut to Egron and “artin asking for the 'patch word' - and thney had nou§<==
jome minutes past, filled of tensnesd ang Ragx fear. ihey could hear how
they nac théeir guns prepared and 1n that way they came closer 10 each other
igron thinks that that time vaeg 4a% very dangerous moment durlng our whole
trip. What a blessing that Egrén was there with his good Chinese! and even
this time ha talked till he gotd them calm and again our men asked for ee-
cort, but they were not willing to give 1t because they had to go north, but:
this time they sald that nobody would be comling after them, they were the
last partye. WS
Winat a relief to see thne men coming! How We @la Loanx ine wora for nls
wonderful protectlon! After tnat we naé to push that old car ( the batteril
§as too low) for some lis and When we at last got it started we drove up
to a village, 3 o'elock 1n tne meorning, waltling toere t11l about 6 o'clock
pefore we dared to drive near the citye. Thne €lty gate was closed witn sand
bags and on top of tne wall our Egnderfg}_Communlcation Police nad theilr
guardse They told us to walt a moment and they should take away the sand
bags and open tne gate for usx. They did and we drove in without them
asking us a word about our trip - altnough it had been flghting godng on
the day before. They Jooked as dumb ae even. You would think that they
should be very eager to Enow about the situation east of the elty and even
wanting to near whers we had spent the time because ;ney must have pnder— :
gtood that we couldn't get, through to Teingtao. --- We gol home irj the mor-

ning before kother and Anna were up. They had been a Dit anxious, but

r gusrde were Ju
they were very nungry they Wanted souelnl
ft, that Chinese bread, and they were 80 D

@n where
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§zj‘tnought that we probably didn't make the trip in one day Knowing also that
§1£gr7n nad to ee¢e the Déntlst. That was Sunday morning. : ] : j

Monday we neard the fignting golng on ouside the clty and people had
- left now, s0 there were not many left, but 8till the soldiers were here.
In the evening, Just as we had Qur Supper, We headd terrible explosione and
ruaning out we saw blg fires in four different places. Qur nelghbours filled
our yards and everybody was scared to death. Soon We rea~-lized that our ,
b:zloved Comunication Police were destroying their munition and it was a most
tremendous noice When all thwse things exploded. When they had burnt it all
up they just walked out tarough the east gate and left our place to the 'reds)
In the morning we had a new regime here. A o T e
Then it began -*our long isolation time. For eix months we didn't 7
nave any mail. Now and then We could get some small notes through to T. our
Chinese friends kindly carried them for us, mostly hidden in the broad hems :
of their clothing. In that way we were also able to get money. We got the
money from people here and they could draw 1t in Tsingtao from our folks there
It would be too tiresome for you,should I go in to all the small happenings
during those six months. I shall only m#éntion some of 1it. : £t
The soldiers came all t@y/time. They com@ right in to your house and
they go' te every room and they open your drawers and everything., Sometiues
they came early in tne mornig before we Were dressed and latefﬁiﬁhzgﬁg?ihsy‘K
gat here and the whole day long too. One good thing - they didn't come at
night. That they did in Chuchéng. satilda said that sne hardly undressed for
a long tlme because when they came you had to open right away, other-wige
they broke the doors opene Some of the snldlers were very stupild, some were
rude and terrible and some were nice, country boys who just siuply came along
with the others. Wie always felt that those soldlers coming from Chuchéng were
a bad set. One day a crewd came in. They were everywbere and all of us had :
to watci and follow them arround. lMother Wwas then livling in the downstalrs
1ivipgr ova and . goe Xxy had visite a'l tke tlune. Feron and I had to.move EXEIN
arround and 'entertaln our guests'. [ didn't notice that one of them Went
upstalrs and was very surorisec, wnen [ after a while went up to the bedroon,
to find one there in frodtof the mirror. when I came he Went away, but out
in the Hall wae a great big flbd!!! I suppose he wanted to shew hils dlsgrace
and felt that was a good thing to do. I had to laugh, the wall was wet far
: up and the floor was like ajlittle lake. -- :
; Egron was wonderful during that time. Those men came in great flocks
ke and Egron received them as they would have been his most beloved friends.
x
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He talked to them for hours, and you had to know what you sald to0, pecause
tney had lots of questlions to put upe. Egron's mind 1s &ﬁck, and 1t certalbly
$ had to be during those days. When they came llke that I felt as L would have
gillke to disavear somewhere, but Egron was wonderful. :
Margareta also helped us a great deal, *any of them had never scen

gia white child before, #nd they couldn't get over her light halr acd tuen

et the same time listen to her Chinese. Tney Just marveled and often we
f% felt how tiney sort of forgot to be rude when “argareta was there. e also

f. have a pretty bird, it was given to ~argameta Dy an Officer in the Hatlonalist
S army, and that bird also took thelr interest. Times when Johnny was at home-
ﬁ%g\he also helped a lot. There are many small stoples frowm those days.-1f I ever
Y

-

get time for it I would llike to write them down.
. But - even thouyia We had thelr unpleasant vislits, We aian't have to
20 turough what our Chineee frlends nad to do. All the¢ rich homes, from whom
we nave nad the childern in our Schools,and tpose familles, who nad been so
fréendly and kind to us, Were now absylutly looted, we didn't go out very
NN mucin during those montinsg, but you should have seen the wonderful tuloge, in
Chinese furniture and Chinese decorations and beautiful thinge that were o
s01d out in the market or taken away to Tsi taol I never thought that this
fq\,town nad anything like it. It was terrlble 10 see now they 41d 1t, All the
2 bad people they - could get hald of ,both in the city and from the country,
pelped to rop and steal. ihe communiste themsel®s first took what they wan-

ted, as gold and things like that, and then the mob could take the rest.
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r~;/ yos*%t of the rich peopPle had left before the Communists came in, but some

Were still nere and some of them were ikilled, I could talk on here for a\long
‘time about those tuings, but L['11 Just mentlon a little ePisode that hanpened
fiere Just before Christmas. - One day a young, nicelooking fellow came in
bere and asked 1f we had seen his iother. He went all over the yard and even
came 1n to the kitchnen. He said’ tnat ne had dreamed abodt her Mother that BXx
nlght and that she would be in our gerden, because here 1t Was pnice apd gg:g, i
be B2ld. - That boy was the only son of ‘'a rich couple here in town. Hig ather .
was beneaded and nad to be burried Vilthout his pead, which is something terrk
ble for a Chinese, and they algo killeqﬁis wife.The som went crazy when he saw
these things hapvening and now he is walking arxound here looking for nis Motar
er and also talking about that they never did find his Yather's head, This is
only ONE etory. Them are ‘hundreds of them. =

48 yqu know we have aw® houses B0 scattered here in K. i1t was & great
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Job for Egron to look aftem each rlace. We have 8 different places, and Lgron 1
ran like a watch dog between those nlaces. The soldiers wanted to live in o
nouses or to go in and have a look etc. eétc. [ think those montie were much &
harder on Zgron than ordinary School work, even if ne carrles doubble as much S
as anybody else would do. Just the feeling that you didn't know what thay . &
Would find out to do to you the next mlnute, was an awful tensemess. In the &
beginning of July we saw the 'reds' run like rats and the nationaliste Lropps }g

comlng 1ln. What a joy! But after 6 days we saw the Nationallists run and the
trede! coming back. Thousandg of peonle had come back from Teingtao dur ing
those cdays. Now they nad to run agailn. Such a sight! It was raining like the
84ys would be open, and people Wad ing in the mud to get away from here again.
An other month# brought the Natianalists back agaln and then they stayed here
10 the 21 of nov. . : !

And 1nat brings us up to this tima. We had lotz of soldiers nere during
the Autuwne. we aldo heard that the Communista_were»uary strong arvound here,
but we hoped tnat the #atlonalists wouldn't give up tuls place again after
flxing the walls etc.and alwoye talking about how important this place was
for Telngtao and so on, But we were told that several of the tows were left
Dy the Nationalists, and soon neople began to leave from here and Kaoml in
great numbers. The soldiers were :till here and kept telling us that this
olace they would hold, whatsover. On the 16 th of nov. We Lesgan & Weeks mee-
tings here led by a young pastor wang from Tsingtao. He stayed witn us. He
ls sucR a nice fellow, Well educated and speaks good Epgligh and ie as a "
Jhinese young man when he is as best. We had good meetlngs, and nad even our
3chools going again and felt like coming back to normal again. About Tueeday,
lednesday that week our students beran to leave for Teingtao and the neonle
fron the city left in crowds. Still the soldiers gaid they would not leava.
ir. Wang had tn be back in Telngtao Friday nignt and I was to take him in.
fhursday nearly all our peonle had left and we asked lir. Wang what ne would X
Llke to co. well, pe said that as long as tne soldiers were still uere, ue
1180 could wait till #riday. Fpiday morning we found the eva&uation goling on
ind were told tnat the troops had begdun as early as 3 o'clock in the morning.
‘hat should we do with our guest! e Gulckly had some breakfast and at the
table we sald that we wWould bring nilm over the river, because tnen he wouyld
¢ on the 'safe side' and we could get back here before the 'redg' came in.
sgron didn't like me to go alone, wnen things were as they were, so he came
1long too. It took us 1 HOUR to the east gatel!l The roads were blocked witn
:dvillians, soldiers and militarie cars and -— wnedlbarrowé%nd everything
:1se. lre. Vang knew now to driVe, and as we were €olng out to the gate ve
inderstood it would be lmpossible for us to be able to g0 out 30 1lls -and then
‘eturn before our new set up would be in. Ve asked Mr. Wang if he was willing
:0 drive the car himself. Yes, he was, but was afraid of all the people,

& toought they would just load him down. Egron quickly ran out and got bold
f &n Offlcer - we were just in the mlddle of six militariyg trucks - and he
‘a8 willing to take tne responsibillity for our car and he nad two ladies



% and a body guard whom he took over to our car. Egron and I walked back - &
-"7siting for the 'reds'. 2 B
o Later we neard about Wr. “angs trip. They had driven very slowly, the ’
‘0acdse belng filled or people, and then they came to the river. Three big trucks
‘ent firet on the bridge and after that came our Ford and 80 three more trucl”
‘ell on the bridge the first truck went absolutly dead. They did what they
ould, but the old tning would not start, What should they do! They already
ieard some 8hooting behind them jzd the soldiers wanted 1o get over and after
‘hat dstroy the bridge. After tdking it over they all nelped pusiing thne
ruck into the river - and after that they drave away to Ts@ingtao. e O

In the afternocon we nad some 'reds' here. Just band it§K. For three days
hose bandits kent coming here and trying to get things. Sunday morning tiney
ame t0 get the car!!! Vie told them it was in Tsingtao. They ordered us to
pen the Garage - and then they saw tnat it was true. They told Egron to open %
)gcar 8 store room, but he talked them away from it. They took all our xmisfm .
elephones ( 5 of them ) and said that tney would go turough all our roows
n the compound etc. (They never nad time for that though.) Those bandits had
hres days here before the real troops came in. Evedently they Were sent here
0 take things they needed before the army got in. I was &0 scared that time
0 I felt as I couldn't stay here. Perhnaps I got a bit too much last Spring
nd I felt my neart beeting and my whole belng Just sick when tnose bandits
ame in nere. But 1 had to stay and I prayed that.the Lord should take my
ear away, otherwige I couldn't do a thing and would evi nave been aburden far
gron. I didn't sleep, Was just walting for them to come in etc. But I prayed
nd got a wonderful answer., All my fear went awajy and now I don't mind a bit
@lng here. , A :

Telling about how We have now, we must say that we have 1t much better
han last time they Were here. They don't come very often to see us and those
ho have been here have been polite and O.K. Perhaps a couple of them have
een a bit rude, but"the whole they have been good to us. Thelr great leader
88 also glven outl some kind of proclamztion now telling bls people o bslave
nd it looks like they are changing their tactic a good deal. ’

sverybody 1s waiting now tg see what the other side will do. 1'm sorry
0 say that we nave not gotten very good impresslons of the “atlonallst either,
hina is in a terrible mess. Still we prefere the Nationalist to the 'reds' o
11 the same. We know that they are friendly towards us and we have 1t much ru
asler when they are hcr#?ﬁﬁne road“opfg to T. e.tc. But the peonle suffer a
homsoever guverns tuls place. , :

You know by letter from Mother that ~ally and Johnny were able to
pend Upristnas al NOMe. we were B0 nappy becauss of tuat. luelr trip noams
ent 0.K. but they got into the middle of fighting just before they crossed
he river. ine bridge i1s no more, but now there 1s ice 80 tnerqﬁre bridges
verywhere!! Tuat makes 1t very eamy for the soldiers on both sldes!! wargin
00k the culd@¥n by car as far as ne dared to go, and after that they went on
neelbarrow. Coming down to the river a group of 'rede' nad opened fire at
ome kind of soldiers and people cominyfrom Tsing tao came rigt into the XRine.
ally said tnat tney thr@egh themselves down on the ground, but the soldlers
rged tnem to meve on and get over the river. They didn't even have time to
otice that Lally and Johnny were "whites"!{! When they lay theAt flat ln the
.and they saw a man falling downs People whom walked that way later found him
éad. He nad gotten & shot through nls head. Egron met them by the river and
wo bandits get hold of ném and taking him to be an American, and that 1is the
iggest crime now adays. Fhey sald that they could see on his hair that he :
a8 Amercan!!!! Egron had permit and everythlng for his trip, but tney couldng
‘@ad!!! Such a mess. They were very rude and prepared their gune and like that.
. think it was Johnny walking up ané flring of some Kiaohslen-'to-wna' tnat
;ased the sitmat.ons When Lally and Johany went back to Tsingtao they didn't
jant Lgron to go along with thnem. They Went alone with a servant. Also that
.ime they heard somefighting, but were just passed that very place and cane
hrough 0.K, Well, I must stop my talk. It's a never endlng story, but yoq
uet-get-tired of 1t all. Ve are tnankful for the Lord's protection and nelp

juring these dagerous tilmes.

Kiaohaied Jan. 9, 1048.7% s 'Gerda R,





