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Kiaonslen, Snantung, China Jan. 13, 1947.
Learest Edith, -
iell - I nave written wnat I promised, but I'm very 80rry

written TOO mucn and I'm taking 1t 100 much for granted that you are inte-
rested 1n all this stuff. Anyway I'll send it now. I've Written about these
tilngs aleo for my own sake. If I get time I may perhans write it in a better
form and more detailed later on. Now I'm ashamed to & end you my 'kladd', I
Was golng 10 rewrite it before I sent it to you, because I have been writing
this wolile I've been cooking dinner and even naving some callers. Anyway,
bBgron tells me NOT to Wwrite 1t again. He says that you'll understand!!! He i
thlngs I ought to use my time better - he says!!! I'm awfully 8orry toat I .g
didetwr ite it more carefully from the beglnning. It certainly looks bad.

‘-‘§\§toat L couldn't get arround to do it much earlier. Now Egron thlnks I have

Hove lhal you by now have gotten Mother's letter that sae Wrote and sent
With the children to Teingtao. I don't know now so0on these lines can ba melle
but L'm writing some letters these days hoping 1t will be possible to get
them sent. e have hope against hope for some change nere, put if that doesn'
come we must try to send a man to Tsingtao with our letters., For iwo weeks
now we nave nad constant rumours abo@t the Americans com.ng to repair tnis
rallroac. Last night we heard that U.S. has taking this railroad over for a
tlme o twenty years. Ve don't know what all this talk is about. we have na
news Irow ovulmlues You wlgut know all about it!!! We have to wa)t and see.
dope souwethling wWill happen and change this awful situation.

. e are anxiously walting to nsar more definlte about Hellen and Oscar

anc tney arriving here. It might be pretty hard for them to getl transportakam
tions 1n tlues llke these. We had honed to be able to book for our Journye

Lo Sweden, but can not do that untill we know more about Oscar. Vie can not
lesve tuls place 1f Oscer doesn't get nere. The Mission plane from Sweden

le comlng to Chlna thls Spring, Anrll or way, and they want us to book right !
away, bul We nust walt and see. Perhsns we huve to stay for some montns i
Qscar and Hellen can't get here.

LOther nss qulte some trouble with her leg this Winter. I've been so eager
that sne should wmake up her mind and come alo.ng with us to oweden, but if
thal leg goes on llke 1t has this Winter it will be lmpossible for her to
travel. If we only could get ner to use the crutcnes, she would De better off,
Lecauss they glve her more esupport, but she doesn't lilke to ‘'go back" 10 them,
#® ghe puts 1t. I'm afarid that they did a bad job of ner leg at the Yaber.
i'y no doctor, but 1t looke to me as If the leg was bent outward too much
when they put that cast one. Ifmay be too that it's only ner 0ld age and tnat
1t w2e 1 -nnesible to do bettef. During Summer she was so much better. K nay
be the cold weather. She must have her room very warm in order to feel well.
How sad tonat shé should have that accident! She 18 in perfect health otner-
wiee. .

NOW wy are eapelly walllbg 10 ldear alout your Christmas together. Do hope
tnat wargaret and Roy were able to make 1t! Wish we could have been there toss
We have not neard from Lally for more tnan a week. Hope somebody will come
througn one of these cdaye and bring some news to us. ~ally opens the letters
and tells us the most luportant metters. Both sne and Johnny are getting along
preétty well in the School. It's such a change for Johnny and he en)oys his
$CN00l mates 20000 muche Really I ‘tnlnk it's too bad to take him out of that
Scnool now and put nla in a Swedlsh School agakd. It would have been good if
ne could have nad the opportunlty to continue in the A. School tarough High
Scnool. Lglly workse hard and hopes to graduate in June. She 18 #o hanpy to
neve Yanet back agailn. ‘ )

Hope you are fine. Please glve our best loye anc greetlings to,Marggrat R
and Roy! 1 know you are in contact wita tnem. Hope 1t wont pe lo?g untill we
can tell you that we are FKEE agalin! Don't worry about us! "They' are not so
bed tnle tlme. Motncr$ Egron and the chilld®en jolin me in g;eetingn and love,
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iehooling and Lally in Tseingtao. Our Chinese students went avay llke a smoke. ;

T liell, well! Today we wrlite Jam. 6, 1540 and my "story" 18 8tlill lar irom B
‘dnished. I don't know how 1t is. Wie don't have anytining to do - no schools

r very little mission work - but I keen busy from morning till night. Of=-
ourse 1 saw and prepare for our trip home, but all the same. Ve pérnans

ilesp too much!! It's awful to Xkmaxux llve llke this. Now I hope to write

1is story down anyhow. witn thinge happenlng all arround us, from day to day;f

.his will be & never endlng story. ---- . p; smf'ii‘
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"\ 7Tnis was now the last week of Febr. 1947. Johnny was in Kaomi for his

'he Schools were emptied out in an hour and all running to Tsingtao. Satur-
ay was the first of March and then the Kaomli-car drove up here cramed full
f peovle - tne Jansson family, Johnny and some Chinese. They didn't like
0 stay in Kaomi. Still we hade the Communicatlon Police nere and they told
(8 £E0%- they would hold our city etc. During the first week 1ln Warch We Dbegan
0 understand that our place would certainly also fall lnto the hands of taa
ommunists. On the third of March,iMartinx and I drove in to Tslngtao just

'or the day to get a few thing settled there. Later in téd week Egron deve-
oped toothache and began to be so swollen in nis face. He had to see the
octor about it and we also had letters to the Board and some money-business
0 do, 80 we decided to make an other Tsingtaetrilp. We understood that ve

gre facing a time of isolationm here. On the 8 of karch We started out real
arly. Aes we didn't dare to stay 1ln Tsingtao ower ningt, in case any change
ould take place herg we had devided up our errands to be able to get back

y evening. The travelers were: Lgron, Martin, Johnny and myself. When we

ent out the clty gate just little after 6 o'clock in the morndng, the guards
jere just smiling and waved us away. The day before we had asked them about
ne Tsingtuao road and nad gotten the answer that -going east 18 0.K. -

e hadin't gone more tnan perhape two Chinese 11 when ve sae the teléﬁbn lines
ere cut. Egron said - the 'reds' hawebeen here, Ve better turn bacik home.-
artin sald ssmething about the 'redxs’ slwaye bedng busy at nlgat and they
gually didn't do much during day time. - e Went on, Egron murmurlng soue= .
alng about tue 'cut' belng too near the clity this time. Coming to the first
‘{llage & couple o« soldlers peeped ofit tarough & door. Johnny sald - they
err communists soldlers, let us go back nome guickly! - Martin agdin re-
arked that some new soldiers had come up from the south and perhapé they

ad uniforms something llke the reds. - We Xwent on. Wwe did get in to the 4
iext village, before we were gtopped by some soldlers, and then we uncderstood
hat we Wwere rignht in the arms of ‘the communist goldiers!! - Well Egron and
artin had to walk to their Head Quarters while Johnny and I were alloved

0 stay in the car. After a while they came back and sedd that we were not
1lowed to go to Teingtao, but we could return home. Very well, we turned
he car and were 80 thankful to get away from them that guickly. Golng past
‘nat village there Johnny had sean the g0ld lers, We now saw Bome more sol-
iieps coming out from the nouses. It was §t1l1l early 'in the morning. Leaving |
‘he village behind us we had only 18 11 to Klaohsilen, and we certanly were
anny. But - right across the roa¢ they hadé put up eome farmere' tools to
1inder us from sepeeding away and looklng aslde we Baw & man throspxling a

ed flag un into the alir and after tha} throw himself down on the ground.:
in Y@y vame minute snots began to whisgle arround us. They shot llke mad.
igron and sartin went out of the car and waved thelr RagK hands over thelr
ieed 8, but they kept on shating. Johnny and I had gone down on the floor
\ntne car. I could see now Egron Xxxa® went down 1nto a dich to take cover.
ind [ saw a shot just going over nhle nead, 80 near it could go without
1itting him, and then go into the bank. $till shoting they walked up to

ur car. They acted very nervous and yelled at us like mad. Egron tokd them %
that their Head Quarters had given us permission to drive back ta Klaohslen.
jell, they didn't listen to that, they said that they had their own Head
Juarters and we nad 1o go there. ( Vie gnderstood very well that the uwan,
ano gave us the permlssion to go back home, nad phoned these gold iers and
told them to capture us.) After some talk they took Egron and sartin along

sith them and left 5-6 guarg@s with Jonnny and mee oo yoro sitting in the cani
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The guards were very rude at first and they asked me if I wasa't afraid.

$ told tnem that I was not, becesuse I never hac been afraid of Chinese ané
they were Chinese too. That answer pleased them and then Johnny began to
greak o them in real Klaohsien Chinese and they just laughed and had a good
time. They are just llke chlldren. If you can lead their interest gway on
gometning, they just forget why they should be there to xazkmdx wgthak you.
e walted for two nours and then at last we saw Lgron and Martin goming our
way, well guarded by soldlers. Rlght away I understood thet they didn't bring
good news, and soon Egron hac told us that We now wWereprisoners!!! The car
was turmed the other way agaln and with guards on the running board we were
taken to the Head Quarters. Nextto their nouse was.a small house, 3 rooms,
and we were taken to the west room and were well guarded taere. Ve crowded
up on the 'kang' but it was so cold. The old lady, who lived in the house, |
nad been so ecared during that night.when the 'reds' came in, and now, when
they brought foregnlers to her house as prisoners, sne didn't dare to stay
at nome but ran away. It was a very cold day. ‘ . ; ! :

Wie were gestloned the whole day long. One or two soldiers, some
af them were Officers, but you cun't tell that by their uniform, but they
are a 1liltle blt more clever and have at least some education. Everybody
zave us the same gestions. Pernape they wanted to find out 1f we gave the
saue answers or not. They asked us,and we asked them when we could go home.
30 it went on the whole day and it began to be late afternocon. Tney were
fignting with the city soldlers and we could hear the fight going on. The
anly answer we got was that it was war and too dgferous for us to travel,

I went up to one of tnem, an QOfficer, and asked as kindly as I could 1f we

iouldn't be allowed to drive home before dark, because we have our old ikother
and a small chlld at home and they were exapecting us home this evebhpge.
the only answer 1 got was a smile and some words about them also having
dothers and small childeen at homs!!!!

he BB no food glong and in that village wse nothing to be had
oecause all the paeople nad fled when the soldlers came 1ln. But lrs. Feng had
sent some Chinese bread to her cnildren 1in Tslngtao and I brought 20 eggs
for 4ally and seelng that we couldn't get home Ve asked if we could nave
i1ittle bit ofstraw from the yard and make alittle fire. We bolled some sggs
and ¥ate some’dry bread, but we were not hungry. About 7 o'clock they told
18 to sleep!!! Ve tried to make us as comfortable as we could on that hard
<any ' - well knowhg tnat it wouldn't be much of sleep for us. Even thougn
it was dark tney Kept gominmg in to our room and flagi#h light in our faces
and counting: one, two,three, four!!!!In the next house, thneir Head Quarters, |
they were having a Conference about us the whole day. ( Here I must tell some
thing . When the Yationallsts came in here in aug. we had a vieit from ane :
of their Officers, who said that ne and his soldlers were on the other side
)f the river that day when we were taken. They had thair spidgl out, and even
in the village where we were kept, and they knew everything about 1t. He told
18 that some of the 'reds' wanted to kill us in oraer to get tne car. Taey :
talked the whole day about 1t, but some were agalnst 1t because we were
forelgners, and because of tuat they compromlsed,and that I'tl tell you now.)

At ten o'clock a man came in, not an Officer, and told us
that we could go nomel!l! We haven't traveled at night here 1in China, perhans
Jor twenty years,and now, wnen everything was upslde down, we certalnly
iddn't like to do 1it. EKexak Ve é?ed him if we could stay till towards the
worning becazuse we didn't like to travel by nipht. He went away but came
osck witn® order, that we had to go. Tne reason was - they sald - that they
were all leaving that village and if new tropps came in during the nlight,
ie would be taken prilsoners by them. In the evening we nad witsnessed how
taeir snifescame in from different placee. It was terrible to be in 1t, but
Afterwafds you are glad for tne experlenge, because We Baw 8Om many 'inside
things' durlng our stay with them.,~vwe had to leave, tnat was all to it.

&
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We felt very bad about leaving, and felt like we Would be walking in to some
kird of a trap. It was a cold night and We couldn't get the car started.

W& neated some water, but the car stood where it mimax was and didn't seam

to nave any intentlon to move. We also worked very slow because we felt go
uneasy acowt driving away at that nour., It was a moonlight night. Gorgeously
bright and wonderful. We wouldn't nave to have the lights burning on the car,
which was a good thing. We again told the 'reds' that we didn't feel like
golng, but they sald that their soldlers would all be goweg nortin that nigat
and that thney who had been a the bi@ road had alrsady left. But the car
didn't move and our friends left us,and ‘we were just alobe in the outsiirtis
of the villgee W®Rking on the car. Thne clock Was almost 12 at midnipnt. -
loen we saw som shad¥ows coming up from the roads and the dithes towarde the
vilage. Tney walked closed to the houses and walls and kePt very quiet. W e
understood that new troops were coming our wWay and we also made ag little no ks
ag nossible. After a few minutes we Were all surroundded by soldiers. They
were also nervous, had been fighting the whole day, and saw enemles in'evéry
ERrd#nrxx corner. He t@ld them our story, which We tnought they all knew be-
fore even 1f they acte@d differently. I suppose We Were very near to be cap-
tured agaln, but one young fellow knew how to drive and he got interested

in tne car. Egron told them that if they only would give us a‘push perhanrs

#e would be able to get away, and talking and playing with the carlthey didn8t
&now t1ll tue car started and we quickly in to 1L and drove away. Before ve
20t the car started a man waiked up to Egron and said:" You know you sholldn't
drive out now. It's very dangerous." - He was a bit older than the rest and
looxged like a de€cent fellow.

Passlng the first village the guarcds there didn't stop us. They knew
the story!!! I can stlll feel the mowments of the car and also nhear the nolse
from tue engline! e felt we would have gone absolutly soundless, but in the
8lillness of the night that car made such a nolse. The jMoon snread it's light
Jver the flelds and we saw far away cver the flields to small villages arxound.
I don't xnow 1f you are able to recall that road at alls. Just 12 lis from
aur eity is %temnle with & pagoda. We had just FAChed tnat svot wioen tne
shots began fo walgle agaln and this talue much Vorsetuan the last. [ aadn't
oeen afrald during tne whole day and even vwhnen they snot at us I sort of nad
a reassurangetnat the snots would not hit us, but We hadn't exo@rienged any Fhay
thing like this last shooting before. Soldiers rughed up from every difcn and &
came running over the f'lelds towards us. Hgron and dartin went out again into
the shooting and waveing thelr Radk® hands. Johnny sald to me; "Now they'll
€111 us, Mother." Johnny and I were still in the car and if I ever nraved in
oy life it was then, and still I can't understand that we came out of that
inferno and¢ back home again. Nothing but a wonderful answer 1o our prayers.
dundreds of shots were filred at us, but noneof them were allowed to hit us.
I'nose s80ldlers were real bandite. They neld kgron ana sartin on ine road tuere
inile thney searched them. Egron lost tne golden wakh! His precilous gift from
Yatner Kinell. --- While they went on belng rude to the men, they took Johnny
and we up t0 the pagoda and we Were not allowed to walk, we had to run, as f£a
fagt ae We could and wlth their guns 1in our backs. Coming up to the teaple
two Offlicers receilved us like we would have been their Xm very best friends.
ihey nso a fire in the middle of the room and they urged us up to the fire
iné salid, in a most kindly volice:" How 1is 1t that you are out at night, when ;
flghting 18 going oB@ Aren't you cold? Please come right un to the fire! etc.
[ was talking back to them as nice as I could but trled to keep an EAXEX eye
)n the road to fawnd out what haé narpened to the men. The soldlers were busy ' .
renaring strechers and I thought that Egron and wartin nad been wounded after . .
11l. After a while the men came, walking on their own legs, and that was some
thing to be tnankful for. ( That Officer, who came to tell us all aboutl tonat
jay, ne also told us Y@yt when they couldn't get majorlity among thelr own
seonle to kill use, they had finally decided to send us out in the midd;& of
the night and they would shest and the whole thlng woulq be an =-=- accxdent.)
iell now this group sald that tRYy had nothing to do with that group who had
aeld us prisoners, and because of that they would take us to thelr Head Quar-
tere and see& how to handle thils questlon. Again kgroo and wartin Were gone
end Johnny and I s8itting in the car, well guarded, and walting, walting.
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oys and they soon began 10O talk to us and
ted something 10 eal. We nad #pLl bread LA

ft, tnat Chinese bread, and they vere s0 nleased. After a while I usiked Xmg =
en where their Head Quarésrs were and was told -=-- 60 1is from nere!!ll T
11, tnen our men can't be back before tomorrow I said. The clock was going |
wards 2, but the night Was as pright as a day. Then one of their soldiers |
ge and told our guards that they had order to go northe. All were leaving
at place. One of them, alittle fellow, perhaps 16-17 yeras old, walked un
, me and sald in«a grim and stern wolee; M If you start the car, slnce Ve
wve left, ¥a both ynu and your son will be~anot.’Do'youﬁunderstand?,- -
told nim to “fang sin' - I had no keys, Martin hac taken them along, 8O

would be tnere alright. In my mind I was thinklng - wio wbuld shewt us, = &
" they all had leftlii!l! They went and Jonnny and I were all alone on . the B
,ad. 1 was so hanpy to nave nim along and he wasg very brave the whale day &
@ a8 he has a very nleasant way 1in dealing with people ne mace friends -
ith our guards and made the whole situation guch easler, Just after VWO
‘elock Egron and sartln turned up, and now I must tell you thelr story.

Tney had been taken to a village north of the railroad. When thney

sked where the Head Quarters Were, tney were told that they had just moved
y Kaomi distrigt that day and tney nad to walk 6olie - Exax exactly &s. !
ir guards had sald. Ofcourse our men Were not willing to do that and they
alked all- they could about our wrRmy nlanned trin to Teingtao and how Ve
.re taken and how We now had gotten the promise of returning home. Tuen
qe of the soldiers sald that they had a small office in the village and
s took them there. Coming in there they met two young men and one of taenm
gsked 1f fgron KneWw Lr. Culpepper of dwangnisen. wnen sgr oM ga id nébld, :
ne fellow said: " de Was my teacher". Well, that was something to ‘talk
oout and after a while he also told Egron that ne had beep here in Klao-
glen when the Communisis came in here 1946 and he,kneW}ﬁgron and aleo
alked upout our Sehools elc. Talking like that they finally got to the &
oint about our trip to T. and 'man-man-dl' Egron agsked if they couldn't

rant us the pnermiselon now 1o g0 back 10 Kisonsien. They did. Then Egron
wit they were not very willing

nd wartin wanted escort bacds 1o L CET oW E
0 give that because they hac order 1o g0 north. The men inslstec au it
ny now and they got some guards alongs but when tney nad taken them part

f the way tney returned leaving thne men alones. Egron and aartin protested,
yut they said that all thelr soldiers had gone nov, 80 they could easlily s
‘alk alone. That was a terrible feellng for them - walklng all alone 1p g
1ight not knowlng if some soldliers were hidden among the graves and bushegs .
juddenly they saw a group of mem coming towards them, and they were calllng -
ut to Egron and =artln asking for the 'jatch word! - and they had nonG=-- 3
jome minutes past, filled of tensness an fagx fear. +hey coqld hear LOow
they hadé thelr guns prepared and 1ip that way they came closer Lo each other.
igron thinks that that time was very dangerous moment during our whole
trip. What a blessing that Egréan was there with his good Chinese! and even
this time ha talked t111l he gotd them calm and agaln our men agked for es-
cort, but they were not willing to glve 1t because they had to go north, bu
tpie time they said that nopody would be coming after them, they were the 1

last partye. :
jinat a rellef to see lne men coming! HOW We Qla Llnank tne ~ora for nle,
wonderful protectlon! After tnat we nad to push that old car ( the batteri i
4as too low) for some lis and when We at last got it started we drove up
to a village, 3 o'elock in tne meornlng, waiting there till apout 6 0'clock
pefore we dared 10 drive near the city. The gity gate was closed witn sand
bags and on 1op of tne wall our ggnderful Communication Pollce nad thelr
guards. They told us to Wwait a moment and they should take away the sand
pbags and open the gate for usx. They 314 and We drove in without them
agking us & word apout our trip - altnouga 1t had been fignting godng on
the day before. They 1ooked as dumb ag evel. You would think that they :
gnould be very eager to situation east of the city and even
wanting to hear wWhers we had spent the time because they must have und exr -
gtood that we couldn't get through 1o Teingtao. =-=- We got home iy the mor
ning before jother and Anna Were upe They had been & bit anxlious, but

#

r pusrds werc just very young b
‘they were very hungry they wan
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§ ¥ tnougnt that we probably didn't make the trip in one day knowing also that
gy§1hgr)n nad to se¢e the Déntlst. That was Sunday morning. ;

é; wonaay we nsard the fignting polng on ouside the clty and neople had

© left now, so there were not many left, but still the soldiers were here,

In tae evening, just as we had our Sunper, we headdterrible explosione and
running out we saw blg filres in four differsnt places. Our nelghbours filled
our yards and everybody was scared to death. Soon we rea~-lized that our :
peloved Comunication Police were destroying their munition and it was a most
tremendous noice when all these things exploded. When they had burnt it all
uo tney just walked out turough the east gate and left our place to the 'reds
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In the morning we had a new regime nere.
Tnen it began -*our 1long isolation time. For six months we didn't

nave any mail. Now and then we could get some small notee through to T. our
Chinese friends kindly carried them for us, mostly hidden in the broad hems
of their clothing. In that way we were also able to get money. We got the
money from people here and they could draw it in Teingtao from our folke there
It would be too tiresome for you,should I go in to all the small happenings
¢during those slx montns. I shall only méntion some of it. 5

The soldlers came all t@y/time. They come@ right in to your house and
they go te every room and they open your drawers and everything. Sometiues
they came early in tne mornig before we Were dressed and latefazgh%gﬁﬁ7they
grt here and the whole day long too. One good thing - they didn't come at
nlght. Tonat they did in Chuchéng. watilda said that sne nardly undressed for
a long time because when they came you had to open rignt away, other-wisge
they broke the doors open. Some of the eoldlers were very stupld, some were
rude and terrible and some were nice, country boys who Just siuply came along
with the others. iie always felt that those soldlers coming from Chucléng were
a bad set. One day a crewd came in. They were everywhere and all of us had
to watehn and follow them arsound. Mother was then living in the downstairs
 1livingroom and .8fe X®¥X had visite all tke tlue. Egron and I had to move awxau
oo grround and ‘sniertalu our guests'. 4 @idn't notics tazt one of them Went
3 unstalrs and was very surporisec, when [ after a while went up to the bedroon,
% to find one there in fronfof the mirror. when I came he went away, but out
4y in the Hall was a great big flhd!!! I suppose he wanted to shaw his édlsgrace

and felt that was a good thing to do. I had to laugh, the wall was wet far -
up and the floor was like ajlittle lake. =--

' Egron was wonderful during that tlme. Those men came in great flocks
b and Egron received them as they would have been his most beloved friends.
&Bﬁe talked to them for hours, and you had to know wpat you saild too, Dbecause

toey had lots of questions to put up. Egron's mind ls gick, anc¢ 1t certalbly
§§ had to be during those days. VWhen they came llke that I felt as L would have
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like to disavear someWhere, but Egron was wonderful.
Hargareta also nelped us a great deal, ™any of thew had never scen

a white child before, end they couldn't get over her light halr ard tuen
“&f &t the same time listen to her Chinese. They Just marveled and often we
(¥.* felt how they sort of forgot to be rude wnen “argareta was there. e algo
! have a pretty bird, it was glven to ~argemeta Dy &an Officer in the Latlonallst
O army, and that bird also took thnelr interest. Tlmes when Jounnny was at nhome
«p 5 he 2lso nelped a lot. There are many small stopies frow those days. If I ever
j%ﬂsgbt time for 1t I would like to write them down.
Y

—y

But - even thoupa we had tnelr unpleasant vislis, Wwe aian't have to
g0 through woat our Cninese friends had to doe. All the rich homes, from whom
#e nave nad tne childern in our Schools,and those familles, who had been £0
fréendly and kind to us, Were pow absdlutly looted. e didn't go out very
SR mucn durling those montis, but you should have seen the wonderful tiainge, in
Coinese furniture and Chinese cecorations and beautiful thinge tnat were
?gsold sut in the market or taken away to Tsl taol I never tunought that tnls
town had anything like it. It was terrible tJ s8ee now they dld‘it. All the
pud neople they  eould get hold of ,both in the clity and from the country,
t=lped 1o rab and steg}. ihe communiste tnemsel®s first took what they wan-

ted, as gold and things like tnat, and tnen the mob could take'thagreﬁt-

s
!

A
>

B,

L I



- e S SRR R
e : =

ﬁ{ Most of the rich people had left before the Communigts came in, but some

-Were stlll nere and some of them were killed. I could talk on here for a long

time about those tuings, but L'11 Just mentlon a little efisode that hanrened

‘here just before Christmas. - One day a young, nicelooking fellow canme in
bere and asked 1f we had seen his Mother. He Went all over the yard and even

came in to the kitchen. He said’ that he had dreamed abodt her Motnep that mig

night and that she would be in our garden, because here it Was nice

, énﬁ‘WFﬂma
fle 8ald. - That boy nas the only son of'a rich counle fiere. in town. His Fatper 3

Was beneaded and nad to be burried wit?gut»h}s gead,>Which'is,sometn;ng terrk
1s wife.The som went ¢razy wnen he saw
these tnings happening and now he is Walking arxound here¢looking for nis Motnsr

ble for a Chinese, and they also killed

er and also talking about that,theyfnever*did“find»hiﬂ fatharfs head, This 1is
only ONE story. Thea are hundreds of theme = R e A g

A8 you know we have am® houses 80 'scattered here in K. it was a great
Job for Egron to loonk aften each place. We have 8 different places, and Lgron
ran like a watch dog between those nlaces. The soldiers wanted to live in
nouses or to go in and have a look etc. etc. I think those montiue were much

herder on Zgron than ordipnary School work, even if he carrles doubble as much

as anybody else would do. Just the feeling that you didn't know what they
Would find out to do to you the next minute, was an awful tensemess, In the

bepinning of July we saw the 'reds' run like rats ang Lhe Natlonallsts tropps =

comin% lne. What a joy! But after 6 daye we saw the Nationallste run and the
treds comlng back. Thousands of people nad come back from Teingtao dur ing
those days. Now they nad to run agaln. Such a sight! It was raining like the
8<ys would be open, and people wWad ing in the mud to get away from here again.
An other monthe brought the Watlanalists back agaln and then they stayed here
1o the 21 of nov. 2 :

And tpat brings us up to this time. Ve had lote of goldiers here during
the Autuun. we also heard that the Communists were very strong arround here,
but we hoped that the #atllionalistis wouldn't £4ve up tuis place again after
fixing the walls etc.and alWwoys talking about how important thia’place was
for Teingtao and 80 on. But we were told that several of the towa were left
by the Nationalists, and soon people began to leave from here and Kaomi in
great numbers. The soldlers were =till here and Kept telling us that this
place they would hold, whﬁtsover. On the 16 th of nove We began a Weeks mee-
tings here led by a young pastor wang from Tsingtao. He stayed witn us. He
18 such a nice fellow, well educated and speaks good Epgligh and is as a

Jhinere young man when he is as best. We had good meetlings, and nad even our

Schools going again and felt like eoming back to normal again. About Tuesday,
fednesday that week our students beran to leave for Taingtao and the neonle
from the city left in crowds. Still the #0ldiers said they would not leava.
ire Wang had to be back in Tsingtao Friday nlght and ‘I was to take him in.
fhursday neurly all our peonle had left and we asked ir. Wang what he would %
Like to co. well, pe sald tnat as long as tne Boldiers were still nere, ue
1180 could wait till Friday. Fpilday morning we found the evaguation going on
ind were told tnat the troops had begn as cearly as 3 o'clock in the morning.
/pat should we do with our guest! iie Gulickly had some breakfast and at the
table we said that we would bring him over the river, because then he would
Je on the 'safe side' and we could get back here before the 'reds' came in.
sgron didn't like me to go alone, when thlngs were as they wWere, 80 he came
ilong too. It took us 1 HOUR to the east gate!! The roads were blocked witn

: : Ler 8 and --- wnedlbarrowdand everything
;%Zé}liaﬁﬁi 3g%glgg:waggwm%%1§?€%§’cggg 25 we Were golng out to the éata %e
inderstood 1t would be impossible for us to be able to go out 30 11s .and then

‘eturn before our new set up would be in. Ve asked Mr. Wwang if he wae willing

0 drive the car himeelf. Yes, he was, but was afraid of all the people,
g tnﬁ&éﬁt they would Jjust load him down. Egron quick}y ran out &nd got hold
if 8n Officer - we were Just in the middle of six militariy trucks - and he

‘a® willing to take tae responsiplllity for our car and he nad two lad}es Sy

*
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¥ .and a body guard whowm he took over to our car. Egron and I walked back -
iaiting for the 'reds’'.

o L?tur Wwe fgeard about ur. “angs trip. They had driven very slowly, the
‘pad 8 pelng filled of pneople, and then they came to the river, Three big truck
‘ent firset on the bridge and after that came our Ford and 80 three more truclk”
‘€ell on the bridge the first truck went absolutly dead. They dld what they
'ould, but the old tnlpng would not start, What should they do! They already
ieard some shooting behind then agd the soldliers wanted to get over and after
hat detroy the bridge. After tdking it over they all nelped pusialng tine
.yuck into the river - and after that they drdve away to Tshngtao. S ]

In the afternoon we nad some 'reds here. Just banditgx. For three days
hose bandits Went coming here and trying to get things. Sunday morning they
‘ame to get the car!!! We told them 1t was 1in Tslngtao. They ordered us to
pen }he Garage - and thnen they saw ‘tnat it was true. They told Egron to open
jgecar 8 store room, but he talked them away from it. They took all our xmX:fm
elepnones ( 5 of them ) and saild that tney would go turougi all our roowe
n the compound etc. (They never nad time for that thnough.) Those bandits had
hree days here before the real troope came in, Evedently tney Were sent here

0 take tnings they needeéd pefore the army got in. I was eo scared that time
Q9 I felt as I couldn't stay nere. Perhaps I got a blt too much last Spring
nd I felt my heart beatlng and my whole belng Just sick when tnose bandits
ame ln nere. But I had to stay and I prayed tnat.the Lord should take my
'ear away, otherwise I couldn't do a thing and would evll have been aburden for
gron. I didn't sleep, wag just waiting for them to come in etc. But I prayed
nd got a wonderful answer, All my fear went awajy and now I don't mind a bit
elng here. - ; J

Telling about how We have now, We must say that we have it much better
han last time they wWere here. They don't come very often to see us and those
ho nave been here have been polite and O.K. Perhaps a couple of them have
een a bilt rude, bqt"%he whole they have been good to us. Thelr great leader
@8 -alen given outl. pome Kind of proclamétion now telling nls people to bshave -
nd it Looks like they are changing their tactic a good deal. ‘

kverybody 1s waitiag now to see what the other slde will do. I'm sorry

0 say that we nave not gotien very good iupressions of the “atlionallst elther,
hina 1s in a terrible mess. Still we vprefere the dationalist to the 'reds' 7
11 the same. We know that thev are friendly towards us and wWe have 1t much e
sgler when they are hcrd?*&ne road“opfhg to T. e.tc. But the peonle suffer sk
homsoever guverns tunis place. ; o

You xnow by letter from lother that ~ally and Johnny were able to

pend Lpristnas a4l NOMe. We were 80 nappy because of tuate. luelr trip uowms
ent 0.K. but they got into tne middle of fighting just before they crossed
he river., lhe bridge i1s no more, but now there 1s lice 80 tnarqﬁre bridges
verywhere!! Tuat makes it very easy for the soldiers on both sldes!! margin
00k the culd@¥n by car as far as ne dared to go, and after that they went on
neelbarrow. Coming down to the river a group of 'rede' nad opened fire at
ome kind of*soldiers and people COmin?from Tslngtao came rié\ into the Xine.
ally said tnat tney threwh themselves down on the ground, but the 80ld lers
xged tnem to meve on and get over the river. They didn't even have time to
otice tnat Lally and Johnny were "whites"!!! When they lay theAt flat in the
,and they saw a man falling down. People whom walked that way later found him
ead. He had gotten a shot through his head. Egron met them by the river and
wo bandits get hold of ném and taking him to be an American, and that is the
)lggest crime now adays. They sald that they could see on his halr that he
as Amercan!!!! Egron had permit and everytinlng for his trip, but they couldnt
‘@ad!!! Such a mess. They were very rude and prepared their guns and like that.
" think 1t was Johnny walking up and firing of some Kiaohslen-'to-wna' tnat
;aged the sitmat.ons When Lally and Johnny went back to Tslngtao tney didn't
/ant Lgron to go along with them. They went alone with a servant. Also that
ime they heard somefighting, but were just passed that very place and caus
hrough 0.K. Well, I must ston my talk. It's a never ?nding story, but you
ust get tired of it all. We are tnankful for the Lord's protsction and help

during these dagerous tilmes.
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Kiaohsled Jan. J, 1948. = Gerda R.





