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- At Funeral Services for David |. Swanson

. . H.Econom}.sti'hoh
HUNDREDS PAY HIM TRIBUTE IN. THOB METHOIJIST CHURCH. / ;
While some of his friends of the Englewood Commandery ¢f the Masonle order stood at auentlon,
the casket of David I. Swansan was carried from the Tho Methodist church, 1708 \W. 64th st.;
| Saturday afternoon. Hundreds of Mr. Swanson's friends attended the rites and then drove to Oakhill
cemetery where he was buried. The long-time Southtown legislator died of a heart attack in the -head-
'quarters of the 18th ward Republican organization on electiof night s week-ago yesterday.. Durin: the
iday voters had chosen him aghin as one of twe men io represenf the Republican n!:rtx ln !he N ‘eplnr
o _ eleation for stat revman!atlve a Sprinz‘tield. e
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Order Awaits

_‘A Challengg

- Pubhc Housers to Deman‘él2

Reconsldérauon-
Aldernfen Pleased About
the Whole Tlu.ng i

With tbe ,public housers screams.
ing protests against a legislative '

tactic which they themselves have
effectively used on past occasi
it is expected several ald

men friéndly to the Chicago Houxe
ing Authority will demand at th
May 3 meeting of the City coun
that an. order introduced la

Thursday -by Ald. John Egan _

(13th) be reconsidered.
The Egan order, passed as «
part of the so-called omnibus bill

i

N

at the conclusion;of the council .
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meeting Thursday, éonsists of 4?
words which are of high import-
ance in the public housing controe-
versy that has grown to monumen«
tal proportions throughout the
city. It reads as follows:

“Be it ordered by the City
council of the city of Chipago
that the council establish a pole
fcy in the future of approving

those localigns now in areag
designated as slum aréas or om-

| land_ ’gmme«,lhtely jadiacent to

B~
o

handful of pro-publié-ho'\_xsi:;ghalg-
dermen in the council and from
the pressure organizations which
propagandize for -more publie

Bty |housing is that it stands as an ef-
‘cut|fective blockade’to the CHA’s ine
She|sistence upon building tax-frees
kens | but-tax-supported publie housing -
- sis- (Drojects on vacant land in oute

ition | Iying communities of the city,

-Would Benefit Slums, "

h
r.er; The Egan order would confing
that|the activities of the CHA to the re= *

ring | building of the city’s slum areas,

& function which the CHI} is shun=

ar- | that”when the housing and slum
hat[clearance bond iisues were ap-
ons|Proved by the voters in 1947 “the

© | Becker (40th) and Ald, Archibald .

A8

public belief was that the money
would be used to rebuild slum
areas with public housing, rather

;o build public housing on
vacant land
communties.; :

The main City council

ers of public housing—Aid* Robert
Merriam (5th), Ald. Benjimin M.

J. Carey (3rd)—were bitter in

red. |their assaults upon Alderman
out | E8an’s introduction of his order ag

part of the omnibug bill, Howe-

ning, Many . aldermen’ contend’

i various outlyng',

ever, during the Spring of last
owe (year Merriam himself

you|into an omnibus bill a highly-cone
arm | troversial resolution, which many
aver|aldermen unwittingly .voted for,
one,|placing the City council in full
Jock | support of the national Housing act

d Ijof 1949,

When a flurry of exciterﬂ’eﬁf

hild|arose after the aldermep disc¢pve

‘and |ered y'ﬁ)at they had done as a rae
 to sult of Merriam’s action, Merri
My|in a lengthy letter to the ‘Southe
gets|town Economist, defended his use
mrm |of tre omnibus bill for the infros

=—|city-wide con

- _ leil meeting Merriam was success=-
i]_ ful in beating off efforts to have

his resolution reconsidered, =

Ordinarily, the omnibus bill i5

used as.a time-saving device by

Wd-|the City council in voting upon
' "matters of concern only to vari~-
TV

introduced-

duction of important business ‘o .
cern, cited precedents” -
in defense of his tactic and denigdr
there was anything “slick” about
the Mmaneuver, At the next coune

for public housing sites onmly: -

Merriam’s Letter,  Tox- -
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Judiciary Chairman

As proof of his skill Mr. Swan-
son headed the powerful judi-
ciary committee of the assembly
for seven of his 12 terms. At other
times he also was chairman of the
house Republican caucus and the
legislative election contest com-
mittee and a member of commit-

. tees on house policy, banks and

building and loan associations, in-
dustry and labor relations, mili-
tary affairs and other committees.

Agencies ~evoted to better gov-

»~ernm y realized his worth

in the as ly. In a repert is-
gued recently by the Better Gov-
ernment association he was called
one of the state assembly’s most
able members, “independent, ac-
tive and forceful.”.
He Liked to Fish.
Despite the¢ time devoted to his

" duties in Springfield Mr. Swanson

found opportunities to build an
excellent reputation as a lawyer
in Southtown. Although he had
experience in all types of law, his
practice was centered particularly
around lega) aspects of real estate
transactiops.

He also found time for hobbies.
He collected stamps of the United
States, read widely in Civil war
history and was an enthusiastic
fisherman,

“He also liked to travel a great
deal,” his step-son, Harry S. Carl-
son, sdid. “While other political
figures were going to Hot Springs
or Florida, dad traveled down the
Mississippi river on a steamboat
five timeg to observe the South
at first hand.” <

leasan{ Disposition.

Throughout his life Mr. Swan-
son was noted for his friendliness
and his pleasant dispositien.

“In all the years I knew him,”
Charles Wilson said, “there was
never any conflict or major mis-
understanding between us. He was
that same agreeable way with
everyone, His friendliness im-
pressed all.”

Similar testimony as to qualities
of the man came yesterday from
Fritz Peterson, 81 years old, 10003
May st., who met Mr. Swanson
when he was a youngster going to
grammar schogl on the South side.
Mr. Petersen served as & precinct
captain in the 17th ward from
1806 to 1848 and came to know
Mr. Swanson well,

“He was a very good friend,”
Mr. Peterson said, “always cooper-
ative. I consider him ene of the
finest men I have ever met in my
life.” - 1

City Council Resolution.

Present politieal leaders eof
Southtewn and the entire city ex-
pressed their feelings towards Mr.
Swanson in a resolution adopted
by the City council at its meeting
Thursday. Introduced by Ald.

"w




Hundreds of ] =

| Friends Pay!
? Marshall Law ¢hool. %

Masonic Services.
Present at the Masonic funeral
gervices yesterday in Thoburn
church were men representing |1
- both major political parties ag

5 gq as_hi f
: chds, " somg of - whom Mr.Te
Swhanson had ) since he was

R e

-

Him Tribute
' -1 Many who atténded the services

Masoni¢ ie|in the chyrch and later rode to the
Funeral Is Held cersxetery were present Tuesday

for Legislato : 1-|night when Mr. Swanson sud-|;
?gl r Who Died %k | denly died. He was stricken while
on Night of Victory in i-|being congratulated upon hig vie-
GOP Pri o 1 e.|tory in the Republican primaries.
rimary. By a heavy majority, voters that

. s U day had again chosen him to be
David 1. Swanson, long-time g g |one of two Republican candida\tes
state representative of the 1lth ¢t | lto run for state representative in{3t

§ 4

gt e =

-

i | senatorial distri : _|B 4, the election ntext November: !
¢ terday aftern et wgs buried yes a- Born in Englewood. i
! oon in Oakhill ceme- he| Mr. Swanson Wwas born and

tery after funeral services in Tho- cl

b ; : n- |reared near 57th st. and Shields
urn Methodist church, 1708 W.1® 4 }ave, the son of Swedish immi-

4 0

geﬁiyslt;astm';\; S;Vanson died sud-|of pg¢|grants. His father was a carpebs

heart attack ei.; ag‘ athll pm.of alth ,_lter. His parents weren’t rich by

of the 18th 4 e headquarters »e (any means, his old friends recalled,
ward Republican party and Dave worked around the |,

- Av.w

s : gl

5| e Pngiewnad Maeriis temple, [T,  1_|neighborhood to help out. Afteg

'l Thr * . sC 1. |be graduated from grammar

tthe wz:ﬁh;:ﬁ; d::g rt;nlx‘a.mde.r of|p school he went to work with |,

# £ s of his friends 1|Swift's as an assistant buyer. |,

ilfrom Southtown and the entire .

Heity told of e e +{Then, at nights, he went to John

P 00 of the distinction of Mr.}y s |Marshall Law school

; nson. ) o z . :

i|" “They" . . . ; » Despite his heavy schedule,

i field ey l.ld rg;‘ss him in Spring-|] young Swanson became a member
1e ﬁen,avseal a lifztllis ng’oné 19?31 1 of the Delta Theta Phi law frater-
¥ | was & tremendously capable He- nity and maintained a high schol-
ie l1at a di ously capable legis- astic average at the law scHool. |
h or an d"? a great fjob ‘Tor his «Even then he had the reputa-|:
B |constituents in the 11th district.”} tion of being a hard worker and :

{la sensible man,” said Kenneth

Rice, retired executive of the Chi-
| (Continued on Page 2)
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Masonic Rites
Are Held for

Rep. Swanson

Men of Both Political
Parties Pay Tribute to

Legislator.

(Continued from Page 1)
cago Title and Trust company who
was in Mr. Swanson’s class. “Every
grade he made was the result of
hard work.”

Admitted to Bar 1n '13.
During his days 2t John Mar-
shall young SWahser ‘became close

friends with Rice, Wilsod and J. A.

“Jerry” Kennelly, brother of

Mayor Kennelly. Frequently the

four students met for dinner be-

fore going to their night schoel
classes together,
Mr. Swanson graduated from

- John Marshall in 1912 .and was

admiitted to the bar the next year.

He then became associated with
~--the “s 1 Casualty
company for a time, Toirevrrr
which he set up a general l?w
practice of his own. Meanwhile,
he was also breaking into the
political pictfure in what is now
the 18th ward.

After he had worked his way up
the first few rungs of the political
ladder, Charles S. Denneen, promi-
nent political figure of Englewood
and Illinois, took the young man
under his guidance. In 1913
Swanson was nominated for-the
\ s#5te legislature on the Republican
ticket, but lost by a few votes,

Elected First in 1822, - v
Four years later, after a brief

army career, he ran again for the

legislature—this time with syc-
cess. With the excepiion of one
term, from 1946 to 1948, hé re~
majned a member of the leglsla-
ture uniil his death. Because of
his recognized legislative skill he
remained in Springfield as attor-
ney for the speaker of the heuse

uring the one term he wasn't a

P ‘giember of the assembly. .

s “Dave knew how to get things
done in the legislature,” Rice said.
“He worked to weed out bad pro-
posals and got behind good ideas

3
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laws.” ’

grossed,

and pushed to make them into

Thomas J. Corcoran (18th) and
signed by Aldermen Egan ( 13th),

Murphy (17th), Duffy (18th),
Sheridan (16th) and Vyzral (15th),
the resolution read as follows:
Resolution, .
“Whereas: This city council has
learned with regret and sQrrow of
the untimely death of the Honor-
able David I, Swanson, for many
years a state representative of
the 11th Senatorial district, and
whereas, during his lifetime Mr.
Swanson endeared himself to
Mmany of the citizens of thecity of
Chicago by his kindly and gen-
erous dispositign, his sincere char-
ity and his devotion to the cause
of justice and right, and whereas
his was a sympathetic and mag-
nanimous nature revered, re-
spected and admired by all who
were privileged to know him in-
imately_and.to-cal—trim* friend—
M’N&%{ therefore, be,it resolved
that in recognition of his worth as
2 man and the service rendered
by him in civie life, this City
council do, by rising vote, recog-
nize in solemn tribute the esteem
of the citizens of Chicago of Mr.
Swanson’s ability;
Copy to Family.
“And be it further resolved that
this resolution be spread upon the
records of the city of Chicago and

/

!
reaved family as a testimonial ofl
our heartfelt sympathy.”

Honorary Palbearers,

Thirty of Mr. Swanson’s closest
friends were honorary pallbearers
at the funeral services yesterday,
They were Clarence N. Bergstrom,
Raymond S. Blunt Sr., Fred E.
Busbey, Harry A. Carlson, J. Har- W,
ry Clancy, Rep. A. L. Cronin, | are
William A. Cunnea, Anthony ISVIcr
Egan, Theodore F. Ehler, Judge

Mr:
George M. Fisher, Rep. Michael |st,
E. Hannigan, Joseph B. Keenan, | ces
Fred Kelley, Sen. Arthur E. Lar- ing
son, Walter McAvoy, William H,. ave
McDonnell, Roy O. Meadors, Wil-
liam J. Morgensen, Walter W,
Morris, Rep. Paul Powell, Frank
C. Rathje, Dr. William H. Reid,
Clarence O. Rosain, Rep. Michael
A. Ruddy, Homer G. Sailor, Judge
Elmer J. Schnackenberg, John L.
Showel, Walter Thieme, Fred R,
Thompson and John E, W. Timm.
‘A" 23-man delegation from the|
Chicago Bar association also at-|
tended the services. [
Mr. Swanson - js survived by his’
widow, Margaret, and two step-/
sons, Harry,S. Carlson and Wil-'
bur Carlson. . .
Meanwhile, Republican spokes-
men said no decision had been'
reached as yet regarding a suc-

tu
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ﬁ?- thereof, suitably en-

e ted tg the be-
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cessor for Mr. Swanson’s place on
the Novem_{:_eg ballot.




HI'CHICAGO DAILY

[
MAH INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER FOUNDED JANUARY

. JOHN 8, KENIGHT, EDITOR and PUBLISHER
Published dally by The Chicago Daily News, Ine., Chicage
400 West Madison Bt. Tel. DEarborn 2-1

ENTERED AT POST OFFICE AT CHICAGO, ILL., AS SECOND-{

AVERAGE DAILY NET PAID CIRCULATION FOR MARCH-

292 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 1950

1S WE SEE IT-= |

PDavid SWansnon

HE tragic death of Representative

David I. Swanson came as a shock’
to his many friends, celebrating a rebirth
of the Republican ideals that Dave Swan-
son exemplified.

He died as the returns from his dis-
trict showed the voters were prepared to
send him back to Springfield to begin
his twenty-fifth year in the lower house.
Few of his contemporaries had served
longer, none more ably. In commending
him to the voters of the 11th senatorial
district, The Daily News on March 15
said of him:

“Iie has fought machine politics—both
in the Democartic party and in his own
party, the Republican. He has worked
diligently for efficiency in government.

«Throughout his long career Swanson
has been a real leader in the House.”

Representative Swanson had hoped to
retire at the end of the last session of the
legislature. He was impelled to run again
by his desire to campaign for the Gate-
way Amendment to the constitution and
to have a part in drawing the amendments
that will be submitted to the people for
their approval. This achievement was
denied him. 7

In his death the people of Cook Coun
have lost an outstanding legislator.
have all the people of Tlinois.

[ 4 [ -
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M, Swanson, - i
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£|Successor tq him in the candidacy i
-[Will be nameqd by tpe do.r. mz

i senatoria] committee,
bl . : —_— = B

—_——
.

1

:11th District |
| Mourns Death:
Of Swansoit

-
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State Repi-esi;p_tgt'ivg Dies
of Heart Attack in 18th]
Ward Headg_hart'ei\?'s':-'i-“\r '

/ T rEarans Rl e

Southtown, the section' he Had
served 24 years as a state Jegislator,
today mourned the death of David ||
T. Swanson, 61 years old, 7842|
Marshfield ave., who suddenly col-
lapsed and died of a heart attack
‘at 11 o'clock last night in Ihe.
jEnglewood Masonic temple, 64th/
land Green sts., where he had gd_ﬁ"g-
earlier in the evening to help tally;
election returns, Seventy-five per-1
Sons were present at the time Mr.
'Swanson was stricken. As a Re-
publiean member of the state house
of representatives, he had been a
candidate for renomination in yes-
terday’s primary.

Knew He Was 3 Winner.

His death came as g shocking
climax to an evening of happiness|'|
for him, occasioned by his victory | -
in the Republican primary ballot- | |
ing, During the day the Repub-|!
lican voters had chosen him by g
wide margin to be one of the two
Republican candidates to run for
|state representative in the election |
jjnext November, ol
During the evening, as Mr.
gSwanson and his friends received
Jreturns, the generous measure o;
fvictory became obvious. Only a}
j/moment before he fell dead as he
K
1

o =

e = Galioo

was about to leave for a visit to
other wards he had been shaking
hands with some of his friends

and thanking them for their sup-
ﬁ)or_t ot his candidacy for renomij-
nation,

He Was Confident,

After the polls close at 5 o'clock
yesterday afternoon friends and
well-wishers flocked to the Ma-
sonic temple, headquarters of the
18th ward regular Republican or-
ganization, to be on hand for the
Eu. (Continued on Page 8)
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11th Distriet
Mourns Death |
Of Swansoh

State Representative Dies
of Heart Attack in 18th
" Ward Headquarters.

(Continued from Page 1) 1
returns. Throughout the evening|y
Mr. Swanson remained smilingly 20
confident, but not gloating. During g;
his long career in Republican poli- 23
tics he had become accustomed to|2
vigtory at the polls. S

N Lighted a Cigar. : 28

“He told everyone he was grati-|{3g
fiel at his success, but deeply|31
aware of the responsibilities which 2
the voters’ confidence in him de-|34
manded,” one friend said later. 36

At 11 pm, Mr. Swanson lighted a7
a cigar and put on his overcoat. :ga'

“I had been talking to him a few |40
minutes before,” said Mrs. Wil- 12
liam J. Morgensen, 7803 Marsh-|43
fleld ave., wife of the 18th ward 45
Republican committeeman. ““He(48
said he had decided to leave and i
g0 to the headquarters of the 16th|4p
and 17th wards to see how things|30
wére going there.” 52

After talking for a mdment to gg
Mts. Morgensen, Swanson turned |35
to-J. Harry Clancy, 7642 Peoria gg
sty who was standing nearby. .|3g

3 Stiffens, Then Falls. 60

“Dave sajd he was leaving and |6J
we shook hands,” Clancy said. |
“Then suddenly, without warning, |6

he stiffened. g{
“He slumped back against a|6”
table.” it
Mr. Swanson was caught by |7
Raymond Blunt, 8340 Elizabeth st., ;:
who was standing behind him. 7

“I caught him in my arms and 7
lowered him to the floor,” Blunt 7
said, “I covered him with a coat\
and yelled for somebody to call a
doctor or firemen.” iy

When Mr. Swanson started to
fall, Mrs. Anne Landstrom, 7002
Mbrgan st., was going across the
room towards him.

2T had just remarked to a
friend that T miust "go and con-
gratulate Dave,” Mrs. Landstrom
said. “Suddenly it seemed like all
the people in the room _started|.
towards him at the same time.
Then I heard someone say Dave

00,070 0000 00 GD 00 ~J ~) ~3

-

% = Rescue Squad Responds,

meone ran from the room and

«alled Fire Rescue squad No. 9 .

which rushed to the temple. Police
squads from the Englewood sta-
tion arrived at abouthecipame
titne. : ‘ ?

‘The firemen hurried inside and,
using a pulmotor, tried desperately
to revive Mr. Swanson. After 20
minutes they gave up and stood
aside as Dr. Robert C. Busch pro-
nounced him dead.

A man in the gathering quietly
asked all the men present to re-
mbove their hats, While all stood
with heads bowed, tears welling
into the eyes of even the men, the
man softly recited the Lord’s
Prayer. ;

# Friends Are Stunned.

Still stunned by the tragedy,
most of the people filed out of
the room. Mrs. Morgensen tele-
phoned Mr. Swanson’'s widow,
Margaret, and his two step-sons,

Harry S. Carlson, 39 years old, i:

7842 Marshfield ave. and Wilbur
Cgrlson, 317, 5025 Elm Circle, Qak
Lawn.

(Aware only that Mr. Swanson
had become “ill” and had suf-
fered a “dizzy spell,” Mrs. Swan-
son and the elder step-son arrived
at the temple. There Mrs. Mor-
génsen and others met them at the
door and, as genily as possible,
bfoke the news. The son went to
the room where Mr. Swanson lay.
Mrs. Swanson remained with
ifiends in the foyer of the temple.

Successor to Be Chosen,

The widow and son left a short
time later after arranging for the
bpdy to be taken to the Edgar
Funeral chapel at 1107 'W. 79th st.

“Meanwhile, upstairs in the
temple, in the room where Mr.
Swanson had fallen, a few friends
remained.

“You can say this,” said Clar-
ence Bergstrom, 6331 Ashland
ave,, a life-long friend. “Dave was
a Christian gentleman and a citi~
zén of the highest type. In his
years at Springfield he had no peer
as a legislator and public servant.”

Before this week ig out—pos-
sibly even late today—the process
of selecting a candidate to take
Mr. Swanson’s place on the Re-
publican ballot will begin. The

epublican ward committeemen
of the 11th district will be asked
by the County Central committee
of the party to suggest successors
to his place on the ballot, These

nranneale whill ha i,
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High'l&,}legarded.

During his long career in k
of the 11th district in Sprin,
Mr. Swanson had served
terms as chairman of the v
important judiciary committe
one time or another he also
been a ntember of virtually ¢
other important committee th
. As proof of hisreputation a
exponents of good governmen
had recently received the end
ment of the.Better Govern
dssociation for his candidac
yesterday’s primary. "
;. Mr. Swanson was born
reared .in Southtown. After g
uation from John Marshall
school he went into private
practice, At the time of his d
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he was
| Rosain real estate firm,

'sted s

laren
ney for the C
attorney 5933 Hi

t. He also maintained a li

{office in the Loop.
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